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~ fhould even Beétray a with to fee the Clergy of it Lower, who aré
~ already unable to fecure either their {mall Stipends-or their
Office from invafion, not to mention the illiberal Freedom
with which their private Characters are Traduced, is a mode-
rately ftriking Pheenomenon in 7bis Region. It is to be fure
happy for us to have Laymen, who are not only infallible
~Judges of a Clergyman’s Duty and Mecrit, but can perform
- fuck eminent Parts of his Office as well as him{elf; becaufe,
" swhere this is the Cafe, there is the lefs Occafion to provide
" ‘a good Maintainance for the Clergy, or for being punctual in
paying their appointmeht whether it be great or little; the
Office béing by the fame Means preferv'd from that Con-
tempt, which juftly falls upon the Perfon of the Minifter.
Yet if a Parfon was to go into a Mufter-Field, and takc upon
himi to Excrcife the'Colonel’s Troop, in the Colonel’s abfence,

‘Y make no doubt but fuch an Impropriety would be loudly
. _condemn’d as an heinous Offence’and unfeemly Ulurpation. |

Col. Bland, 1 think, {peaks pretty plain in comparing the
Prerogative of the Crown of Great-Britain to the King of Ba-
dylon's Decree, in that Topick of his Encomium on the Go-
vernor, where he judicioufly extols him for not letting the
People feel the Weight of the Prerogative; but chiefly with
Refpect to my prefent Subject in his maxim of Salus Populr ef
Suprema Lex, for I cannot bring it any other way to fuit his
Purpofe than by conftruing it thus, Safus Populs, to take as
much as fhall be thouglhit neceffary, and as often as thought
neceflary from the Incomes of the Clergy, and difpofe ofg it
chiefly among the Rich and Wealthy and Succcfsfuﬁ and not
quite excluding all of the Poorer and Diftrefled fott from their
thare in the Booty, ¢ff Suprema Lex, is a Law of the firft obliga-

tion,




