HORATIO SHARPE, Efq;

Governor and Commander in Chicf, in and over the

Province of M ARY L AN D.

’ The Humble ADDRESS of the UPPER HOUSE of ASSEMBLY.

May it pleafe ysur EXCELLLENCY,

YOO TRUAT You may be able to judge of the prefent Difpofition of the Majority of thofe who have
%;{ Ye ) been chofen, by the People of this Province, to reprefent them in~ Affembly, or rather, of
¥ T X the few Gentlemen, by whofe Opinion that Mujority feems to be dircéted, and that you
W f may know how little Probability there is, of the Bufinefs being dore, for which the Affem-
k%k‘(%ﬁi&{ bly was, at this Time convened, we take the Liberty to prefent to your Excellency, a

© Copy of a Meflage, which was brought us the 16th of this Month, from the Lower
Iloufe, by Way of Anfwer toonc that was fent to them by this Houle, at the Time we returned with a Ne-
gative, the Supply Bilkthey had offered us. Finding upon our rcading this Bill, that it was framed onthe
fame vicious Plan, on which all the Bills for granting Supplies for his Majefty’s Service, which have been
offered by the Lower Houfe for thefe laft Four Years, were framed ; and, with refpcét to the material Parts
of it, very little different from that which his Majclty’s late Attorncy-General, the prefent Lord Chief Juf-
tice Prart, in the Opinion communicated by your Excellency to_both Houfes of Aflembly, Two Years ago,
held, to be fuch a one as ought mot to have been pafled into a Law ; we thought it would anfwer no good
End, to propofe Amendments, fince the little Regard That Houfe hath paid to the Sentiments of This,
communicated to them, in Two long Meflages, in the Year 1758, left us no Room to expelt they would
now remove the Objections we may have repeated, and therefore, as we think was our Duty, we fignified
to them, thatgheir Bill would not pafs, intimating to them, at the fame Time, that if they were really de-
firous to comply with his Majefty’s Requifitions, made known to them at the Opening of this Seffion, it
would be an eafy Matter for them to prepare a Bill for raifing fuch a Sum as would be {ufficient for the Pur-
pofe, by fome more fimple Mode of Taxation : From this general Intimation of ours, your Excellency will
perceive, the Gentlemen have, agreeable to their ufual Candour and Ingenuity, taken Occafion, with a
View we prefume, of mifleading their Conftituents, to {uggeft, that by fome fimple Mode of Taxation, we
mean, any Mode that would leave the Eftate of the Lord Proprietary, or the Offices in this Government un-
touched, or as they are pleafed to fpeak, very complaifantly handled ; as if it was impoffible for them to
have taxed, either his Lordfhip’s Eftate, or thofe Offices, otherwife than by fuch an intricate, perplexed, and
unequal Bill, as that Houfe, in order to manifeft their {uperlative Zeal for the King's Service, feem determin-

" edto adhere to. Had they been really of Opinion, that thofe two Motives induced us to treat their Bill

in the Manner we have now done for the Ninth Time, why would they not obviate the many other Objec-
tions this Houfe had made toit, or have, at leaft, endeavoured to fhew us the Propriety of thofe Parts of the
Bill, to which Bxceptions had been taken ? That this Houfe never'did, fince the Bill was brought on the
Carpet, object to the lucrative Offices, within this Government, being fubjeted to a reafonable and propor-

tionable Tax, when the Defign of laying fuch a Tax, was to raife and fupport Troops for his Majefty’s Ser-
. ’ vice,

-



