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us to give up our Exiftence while there are fo many fimilar Bodies in America to countenance our Claim ; and
were we as much difpofed to rail at former ‘T'imes as you fcem to be, we might, in your Tafte, Cenfure
the Proprietary, and that Body now called the Upper Houfe, for admitting fuch a Branch as the Lower
IHoufc into the Legiflawre, and charge it upon them as ‘ an Evil! which the People of this Province
« moft fenfibly feel,” (as indeed they do very much to their .Coft) «“ and which we fear their lateft Pofterity
« will have Caufe to Lament I’ But, having no private Interefts to fcrve, or public Difturbances to raife,
we forbear.

“ Your Meflage being altogether in the Declamatory Strain, and adapted much rather to inflame an Affem-
bly of your Conflituents, than to corre@ Errors, by convincing the Undesftanding in a Legiflative Courfe of
Proceeding ; and having, we think, fufficiently manifefled your Pretenfions to the two important Points
you claim, to be enirely groundlefs, we fhall totally difregard the various Phantoms you have been pleafed
to raife, in Hopes of our joining you in the endlefs Purfuit ; and obferve that after having in Appearance
perfuaded yourfelves, you {eem endeavouring to perfuade your Conflituents to believe, that you are the only
Branch of this Legiflature, either by Conftitution or Inclination, concerned for the Prefervation of the Peo.
ple’s Happinefs, and that you confequently have an exclufive Right of determining in a Legiflative Way
concerning their Rights and Benefits : But herein you happen to be no lefs unfortunately miftaken, than in
thofe Points relative to your Zeal for his Majetty’s Service, and to your Claims of the Rights and Privileges
of the Britib Houle of Commons. We claim to be, and are, in equal Degree with yourfelves, the Con-
{tiiutional Guardians and ProteGors of the People’s Liberties; for as we have already intimated, this
Houfe was by your Anceftors erefted with a View to Check and Reftrain the boundlefs Powers their Repre-
fentatives might otherwife be difpofed to exercife over them, and confequently to judge, and purfuant there-
to, to exert our Powers whenever we fee Occafion, to prevent their Ruin or Oppreflion. And give us Leave,
Gentlemen, to acquaint you, that we are by no Means inferior even to your Pretenfions, in Point of Inclina-
tion to promote their true Intereft and Happinefs; that as we have frequently heretofore, fo have we now
upon the Occafion of this your favourite Afleffment Bill, faved them from the Ruin refuliing from the Plan
and Manner of penning of that your favourite new Syitem, had it been Enacted into a Law ; fo totally new,
that tho’ you are pleafed to affert ¢ that Plans of this Sort have not only been thought pralticable, but
¢ found, by long Experience, eligible in our Mother Country, and moft of the neighbouring Colofiies,”
we mult take the Liberty o deny that there is, to our Knowledge or Belief, any fuch Law fubfilting in either
one or the other, unlefs where the Conflitution of Government may happen to be fuch as you would wil-
lingly reduce this to; and even in fuch a Conftitution, if fuch can be found, no fuch Bill as yours- has ever
exifted, and been * found, by long Experience, to be cligible.” The Invention is entirely your own ; and
however defirous you may pretend to be, that we-would only give the People of this Province an Oppor-
tunity of making.an Experiment of it,” we mult beg to be excufed, becaufe, befides that there are many
who perhaps upon any other Occafion you would avoid counting amongft the Number of the People, and
whofe Liberties and Properties are unjuitly to be affected by this Bill, as well as the Danger that a fingle
Precedent may be appealed to as the Foundation of a future Claim to the Continuance of this new and in-
tricate §yftem, with all it’s Train of Mifchiefs attending it, we cannot, for one Hour, truft you with the
Powers you would by this Bill acquire over the People. : R
Signed per Order, J. Ross, ClL Up. Ho.

An



