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Laws of their Country, perfe®ly well, and who never fail'd
to ufe their utmoft Efforts, in Oppofition to every Violation of
that Law; that notwithftanding all they could do, themfelves;
and others, were infecure in their Lives, Liberties, and Proper
ties; and Things were brought to fuch Extremities, that it be-
came neceflary, to confirm, and {trengthen, the antient Rights
by the Legiflative Authority: And that, although That was fre-
quently done, yet Oppreflions were frequently renewed, and
‘wicked Men in Power, always found Pretences, to opprefs thofe,
that would not abett, or would oppofe their Crimes; and they
have never wanted Inftruments, to execute all their villainous
and deftruéive Schemes. ]

LET us confider our own Circumftances, and enquire,
Whether the Number, Ability, Intereft, or Fortune, of our Pa-
triots, bear any Proportion, to thofe that Exgland has been
bleft with, ™ all Ages? Whether we are greater Lovers of
TJuftice, and Equity, than other People, or have lefs Occafion
‘for Laws, to reftrain thofe that are unruly amongft us, and to
fecure and proteé thofe that are peaceable, and innocent, .than
our Neighbours have ¢ And whether Men of the greateft Au-
thority, and Intereft among us, may net have as ftrong Inclina-
tions tor Power, and Dominion, and of Lording it over their
Inferiors, as we are told Great Men in other Parts of the World
have 2 By a ferious Confideration of thefe Things, we may be
able, to form fome Judgment, of the Condition we fhould be
in, if we were to forfeit the Benefit of all the Laws, that have
been made; I mean, the Statutes to declire the Subje&’s Right
at the Common Law ; and to eftablith, ftrengthen, and confirm,
that Right. ¢ If Men (fays an ingenious Author ) will be
« great Knaves, in fpight of Oppofition; how much greatet,
& would they be, if there were none. (%)
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(*) Cato’s Letters,
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