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cannot raife bv taxes more than nine miilions of that fum, withou g greatly difrefled, ¢ Acieacy
therctore of five millions two buadied ard twenty thouiand do!ll*ﬁ be made good out of the fa'e of
Bruith property. As you are prefumed o 5¢ b.f acquainted with the circomflai ces of the people, we
wil not contraditt the aficrtion, but we cannot refrain from remarking, thatif true, itwas not togtther fo
rrudent o driclof: this juability in tte bil, and to dwell un it in your ineflage.  As we bear our
peuriions of the taxes, {0 we teel for, and m~& earneftly with it we:e 1n our power, 0 alleviate the diitreds.
of the people ; the lale of Biiath prope.ty. cipevially in the way you propofe, might, anc p:obably wouid,
involve toem 1n greater Cithculties and diftrefs hereatter. We have already afligned our reatous for this
voptmon, and ic 1s the fixed, and almost uoanimeous d» - nination of this houte (could we recoacile the
cenhfcation of that property with the fpirit of our c tion, and our ideas of juflice and true policy)
not to futler an nmmc\finc {ale of any partofir; from v . we have premifcd, you will nat be at a Jofs to
accourc tor this determinanion.  If the people cannot 1..4e by taxes more than nine millions of Jeliars in
ninc moaths, without fechng the diftrefs you mention, impoflibilities are neither to be expested from
us, or them. You feem to bald out an opinion, thas our part of the expence of the war may be altogether
detrayed by taxes, and the fale of Britith property; the opinion we concrive fo be erroneous ; the larter
fund, in the way you propofe to manage it, would foon fail, and to us it appears to be impra&icable to
raife annually, by taxes, a fum any ways adequate to the annual expenditure of the war, and cf our civil
eltabhifiments; the moll opulent countries have not been able 0 tax their fubje@s fo high. Yet are we
not deftitute of refources to carry on the war, even if internal ‘loans {hould not fupply the deficiences of
taxes. When the reprefentatives of the Uaited State perceive the impraéticability of fupporting the war by
taxes, and intercal loars, only, neceflity will force them to adopt a meafure, which juftice and true pohi-
<y diftate, and which had been ere now adopted, if partial interefls had not incerfcteq. .and prevertsd its
adoption. By making the back lands a common ftock, and by felling a part of them, millioes might in time
be brought into the public treafury, and in the mean while great fumswoald probably be advanced on that
fecurity ; monies may be borrowed in Europe, and of this we fappoie tie congrefs have afiurances, by the
Jate notice of theirintention to draw bills of exchange to the amasnt of (.200,000 fterling. The enemy’s
hope, that a bankruptcy would difable ws from profecating the war, like all their other delufive hopes,
even thould that event happer, would vanifh into difappointmengj for we cannot concur with your affer-
tion, that our paper currency is the only means of carrying on the war ; numbers of people, and plenty of
the ncceflaries of life, fleel and iron, and not gold and filver, much lefs paper, are the true finews
of war. A brave, free, difciplined and -3tuous people, poflefing a country abounding with the foimer
advaotages, can never be (ubdued; if. they are not virtuous, it will; be the fauit of their ralers in not
fetting them the examples of difintereftednefs, magnanimity and juftice.

One part of your meflage deferves our animadverfion, neot on account of the ﬂreygth of the reaforing,
but that we may prevent the impreflion it was evidently calculated to make on the minds of the pecple.

You affert,, that it congrefs, in confequence of the rapid rife.in the prices of the npceflaries of life, thould
be conftrained to call on us for our quota of two hundred and feventy million. of dollars, payable in nine

months and by monthly afleflments, our people, to raife their prope:: on of that fom within the time li-

mited, muit pay fifty-four pounds ovt of every hundred pounds of property which they pofiefs. This
furely you muft admit to be an uncandid exaggeration. ‘We pay g ir taxes not on the prefent nominal
value ot our property, but oa its old value, and confequently the peo;’ ', even in the cafe put, would nct
pay more than one per cent. onf every hundred pounds of their zeal ané ue proparty.

You urge the necefity of the immediate fale of Biitith property, froin the requifition of congrefe to make
the firft payment of our quota by the firkt day of Febryary, and from the inability of the people to pay
their quota by that time in taxes; and in {fupport of this reafoning you obfetve, that-from the change of
property in the country there muft be a new affefiment In anfwer to this, permit us to remark, that in

time of war the grant of fupplies generally precedes all other bufinefs ; this, gentiemen, is your own pe-

culiar departmen: ; we have now fat near eight weels, and no fupply bill has yet been offered to us; the -

confifcation bill, which you contend is effential towards the fupplies, did not coms to us till the fifceenth
of this month. We prefume ypu muft have bad good reafons for the g'elay ; but if there is not vow time
enough for a new afleflment, fo that the people may be timely inforn.cd of what they wiil have to pay on

the firft of February, and to make a provifioa for fuch payment, we truft. you wiil rot confider it as our

fault, who have nothing more to do than to iafs or rejeét the bills framed by you for this purpofe. Aj-
though circumftances might juitily the remark, we cannot fuppofe that the delay has been cccafiored with
any defign of raifing an argument in favour of the immediatr fale of Biitifh property, and we are fatisfied
that, upon further reflettion on this fubje&t, and from the reafons we have bc;fore given, you w'! “~ copa
vinced of the impropriety of fuch fale, and that it cannot be the with or dédfire to rfife great &2 aments
to a few individuals at a certain and heavy lofs to the public. We again repeat, we' are 2s fenfibie as you
c2n be of the weight of taxes that muR unavoidably fall on the people, avd are equally defirous of lighten-
ing their burthens ; but we are perfuaded we fthall never receive their thanks, if, endcavouring by expe-
dients to thun fmall and temporary inconveniences, we bring upon them much greater future evils.

There was nothing in our meflage to juflify your expreflion, * if you are fiil inflexibly determined not
to feize and appropriate Britith property in our power to enable us to carry on the war ;" it cannot even be
inferred from that meflage, thag we were 2gainf fuch feizure and apprepriation : itonly intimated our opi-
nion, that a fubjett fo new and fo important might properly lic over for the confideration of-a future
mecting, to receive a fuller difcuflion. Nothing you have offered has induczd us to retra& this opinion.
We have endeavoured to fhew, that the precipitation with which you feem inclined to hurry on this bufi-
nefs, may be attended with equal confequences, and we cannot perfuade ourfelves that any danger can arife
from the delay of a few months, volefs indesd it is apprehended, that any past of the property meant to
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