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Cl.arles Carroll of Carrollton 8 (q; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill for the
feizuce and coonication of BriuliFproperty, with the following meflage :

By rur LNATE, Decswssr 23, 1779.

GanrLamew,
ALTHOUGH by our mefluge accompanying the bill for the feizure and conéication of Britith
roperty, returncd with a negative, we plaioly intimated we had not gooe int> a full confideration thereot,
aad afigned our realons for not gowrg into fuch a confideration at this feflion, yet, as 10 your meflage
by eurs |- Hall and others. you urpe the paflage of the bill, and have adduced fome arguments t»
¥ 'yce us 10 alter our refulun ¢, vern'( us to difcufs them with that ¢oolaefs which the impoitance of

.3 fubje€t requires.

Jufhice, policy, asd mecefity, y.. influence your condec@. It not unfrequently happens, tiat
iflerent idess of intlice, policy, an- are entertained by different bodies of men. We are not
convinged of the juitice of the ball, .. policy, and leaft of all of its neceflity. ‘¥e have not had

fafficient time to make trofe firict and full refearches into the law of nations, which, you fay, you have
made. As far as we have examined into the fubjet, we doubi, whether, by a fair coottrution of that law,
the declaration of independence can have fuch a retrofpeflive operation, as to veft in this ftate all Britith

ty acquired by individuals antecedently to it. We prefumec the law of hations lays down so rule, by
which, in revolutions fike the prefent, the fubjets ndhering to the old, may be clearly diflinguithed from
tholo of the new government, otherwife you would not have thought it neceffary to aftertain, by a pofi-
tive law, who fhail be deemed Britith fubje@s. The diftin&ions fet up by the bill aré in fome inftances
arbisrary, and without the fan&ion of iaw, ought not of themfelves to deprive the perfons defcribed of
the benefit and privileges of citizenfhip, aud therefose we do not well conceive, how the property of the
perfons meunt to-be included in the bill Strame vefted in this ftate by the law of nations, co-operating with
rhe declaration of indcpendence. Some of'the a&idns which are to conftitute the aflors Britith fubjedts, are
of that nature as to make the biil, with refpe& to them, eatirdly retrofpeflive, and of goarfe contrary to our
declaration of rights ; others again are fo highly criminal as to fubjcét the offenders to our tréafon law, a
law Rill fubfifting, and evincing beyond the poffibility of doabt, that thé legilatare which pafled it, confi-
dered fome of the very perfonsas fubjeéls of this fate, whiek the prefent bill confiders as Britith fubjeéts,
thereby depriving them of the trial by jury; fabje®ing théé to sll che pains and penslties of treafon,
except death, infliting outlawry and ~xile, without the jmlgmeu of their peers, and confequently having
in many inftances,- the ful force 2nd effe of a bill of ausinder. Buat admit, for the fake of argument,
that by the rigour of the law of nations, the >~ all Bratith fubje@s, as alien enemies, is forfeited,
the difficalty f drawing the line to afcertain whio fhan be deémed Britith fubje®s, without wounding
the conftitutiuu, ftill remains.; under this imprefion, therefore we would rather err on the fide of indul-
gerce, though not merited, than violate our conftitution, by throwing down:thofé barriers with which
1t has wifcly fecured the liberty and property of the fubjeld. We are avetfe from fetting a precedent
in order to resch perfons really criminal, whieli'may hereaiter be extenced to the oppreffion of the inno-
cent  intemperate zeal and inremperate refentments have frequently given fatal ftabs to governments
as free s ours. We need not remind you thac the rigour of law is often imjuftice, and yeu are
too well 1uformed not to-know that the rigour of the law of nations is much foftiened 1h this very point by
cthe orefent ufage a.u praftice of the mof- civilifed Buropesti nations'; for the trufh of this affertion we

snnasl ra Vartell. 0 latesand relalvarsd writer anthae law af ndtions- A 24 inflenswidens and aledlid ...
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ple, would : nnt ratner wifh to imicate. the condu& of ail the civiliféd and enlightened nations of Eu-
sope, than-that of the piratical flates of Batbary 7 The confequences of fuch a feizare and confifcation may

be ferious- and pe.plexing; a- negotiation may pofiibly take placeé this winter; and peate foon enfoe; it

13y, and probably will, be made a preHniinaty article of the peace, that thiat very property whkich this’

i}l is about to confifcare, thall be fecured to the prefent ownefs in fuch a manmer, that they may at leaft
receive the full as” - value thereof. 1f therefore it fhould a¢ this time be corfifcated and apptied, our
conftituents man Dbe taxed, to repay the original proprietors the full value of the landi and chattels fc con-
fifeated and applied ; and this, in our jadgment, forms ohe ot the ftrongeft objetions to the policy of
the meafure. You fay, you propefe to raife five millions two hundred and twenry thoufand dollars from

ke fale of Britith property, and to make the firft payment on the firk day of next Febraary; if fo, the

=it maf . put up tofale immediately, -or on the fhorteft notice, at a time too when from the incle-
~3.cy ot the weather few wil! be able to attend the fales ; others my be difcopraged by doubts refpe&ing
the title, and the po” Vi of a 1efumption ; the invidiouinefs of the puréhale may deter fome from pur-

chafiug. Uader this ¥ >ncurrenee of circumflances, is it not rational to conclude, that there will be but few

purchafers, and little competition, and of courfs that this property will be fold greatly under valae ? It re~
quires no great dcgree of penetration to forefee, who will become purchafers ; we may ventute 10 predi&t,
taat they will confift altogether of engroflers and fpeculators, men who have acquired great fums gr litcle
value, and therefore may afford to run the rik, whatever it may be, of redlifing their money on fuch eafy
terms. We fubmit to your ferious refleCtion, and that ot our conftituents, whether the praftices of thote

mea have been fuch as to deferve fo great an encouragément from the reptefentatives of the people. You'

have informed vs of the time for the firft payment on the fales ‘of Britith property ; we with you had like-
wife informed us when the laft is propofed to be made; if it fhould be deferred to a leng day, we apprehend
the advantage to the public will fill be more inconfiderable ; for the induftry and the arts of the probable

purchafers, too fuceefrt''y practifed on other occafions, may - depreciate the money to fach a degree

thar the ftate may receive next to nothing in the end. But the public exigences are fuch, as to Jay you under
the abfolute ncceflity of felling Britith property, to raife the whole fam' of fourteen millions two hucdred
add twenty theufand de’”  required by copgrels of this ftate in nine months, and the people, you aflert,
’ - cannot
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