e o g X
T ta '»JF""‘.T.I“‘f.r"F\_._}i'JiIfL_JfLMJJL‘,‘Q

o [

»>

o VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, NovEMBER, 17%9.

Warrsrts will be iffued, on the treafuries of the refpefive ftates, for the quotas to be fu-nifhed
the 1t day of January next.” From thele circurftances, and other confiderations, we fear con-
grels have not fuflicient in their treafury to defray th.e expences 7 the war, to the hrft of Ppbry-
ary next.  We oblerve with deep concern, that provifions and other aiccellaries, of the produce
of Ainerica, wanted for our army, ire now above forty fold the prices thofe articles were before
the war.  1If the prices of things neceflary for our aimy remain as at this day, we may expeét a
1equiition from congref: to 1aite our quota of 270 miliioa of dollars, in nine months from the gft
ot Fenruary. It this fhould happen, our pecople, to raife ic by taxes, muft pay in the nine
months £. 54 of every £. 100 of property thcy bave in the world, befides taxes 1o fupport our
grveinment. We admire the wildom of congrefs in their requifition to pay the taxes mosnthly
ir*o the conginer.tal treafury. By this mode only could any reafonable expeétation be entertajne.d
of ftopping the depreciation of the currency. If money cannot be carried into the treafury, as
falt as it is called out, congrefs will probably be reduced to the fatal meafure, which they repro-
bate, of makil? further emiffions. If che monthly expences of congrefs may be eftimated at 15
million ot doliars, it is, in our opinion, the duty of the ftates in the union, to prevent the ne-
cefiity of further emiffions 1o pay in that fum monthly. Repeated emiflions will afluredly accele-
tate, and in a thore time effeét the total deftru@ion of the value of our Paper mmoney,  An annual
tax and payment would pot anfwer, we think, the intention and views of congrefs.

Frow thefe confiderations we were determined to exert our utmoit powers, not only to raife
the fum of 14 million 220 thoufand dollais, in the nine months, but to make our monthly pay-
ment, of § million 580 thcufand dellars. We took into our moft attentive confideration the
wdays and means to raife thz fum, and to make the monthly payments agreeable to the requifi~
tion of congrefs. On an enquiry into, and acliberating tire circumftances of our people, we
were, and aj¢ now of opinioa that it is improper and imprudent to impofe, and impra@icable to
rzife the 1£ gillion 220 thoufand dollars, in the nine months, from the 1ft of February to the
1ft of Oltober inclufive, by a tax and afleflinent on property.  After a full difcufion, we were
of opinion, .and have now n- reafon to alter it, that g million of dollars would be as much as we
could raife by taxes in the nine months. To raife this fum, £.18 g for cvery hundsed pougnd of
property muft be cxtra&ted from the pockets of our people, and many of our houfe think this too
much. ' ,

We were and flill retain our opinion, that it is not in our power to raife, by taxes, 1 million
580 thoufand dollars, before the 1t of F ebruary next, becaul~ there muit be a new afleffment of

propesty ; it may have changed its owners fince the laft afic and it is neceflary to 2dopt
fome anode to compel the money holders to pay their prop. . he public burthens, We
thought and ftill think it ablolutely impra&icable to colle@ month _ es from our people. The

expence of a number of colle&ors,_ from the difperfed fituation of ous inbabitants, would be very
grear, and their circumitances will not enable them to pay monthly taxes. The farmers and
planters, who contribute the far greater part, would be greatly diftrefled, and we fear univerfal
difcontent would follow the attempt, s "

Contemplating thefe difficulties, fatisfied that the fum required was beyond the abilitics of -
conftituents, convinced of the impracticability of colleCting the one million five hundred aad
eighty thoufand dollars before the firft of February, and of the impoffibility of raifing that fum in
each month thereafter until the firft of Oltober inclufive, and anxioufly folicitous to comply with
the requifition of congrefs, we examined all our refources, and found that without a'fcizure,
confilcation and application, of the Britith propegrty within the ftate, we fhould aot be able to
{furmount the difficulties. We carefully examined the juftice, the policy of the meafure. We
revolved the reafons which prefented themielves for and againft it. We fearcbed into the Jaw of
flations, and were fully (atisfied the immutable principles of juftice, the law of nature, and the
cominon confent of mankind, juflified the meafure.

We beg leave here to recapitulate the reafons contained in our bill.—

. T'he king of Great-Britain, by his proclamation, and the parliament of that nation, by
ftatute, declared the people of this ftate to be in rebellion, for which caufe, by the law of tha:
kingdom, the property of the people here, who had been conceined in the pretent glorious revo-
lution, would have been liable to forfeiture and confilcation, and at the mercy of the cruel and
tyrannical monarch of (Great-Britain. ’

2. ‘T'he parliament of Great-Britain, by ftatute, declared the property of the people of this
ftate found and taken on the high feas, liable to feizure amd confifcation, and that it was tawful
and juft to feize and deftroy their perfons and property ; in confequence whereof confiderable
property of the {ubjects of this ftate hach been feized on the high feas and confifcated, and confj-
cerable property within the ftate hath been feized and applied to the ufe of the Britith army or
navy, or wantonly deftroyed by the ficet or army of Great-Britain.

3. The kin% and parliament of Great-Britain commenced, and continue to profecute, z2n un-
Jjuft war againtt the people of this and the United S:ateg, whereby this flate has alrcady been in-
volved in a very great exgence, and by the law of nations the people of Great-Britain, in their
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