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“fact shouid be made by those who arc best acquainted with

L 4

shail be entertained of repentance and unfeigned reforma-

t

particularly invite your attention to the propricty of repeal-
ng the law imposing this resriction. .

The ill-advised exercise of the pardoning power, may- al-
so produce most serious consequences.  Jtis only from re-
commendations and representations in behalf of the convict,
the individual invested with that power, can act. And if
misapplied sympathy or ill-directed feelings should procure
an.interlerence by the Executive, without regard to the mer-
its of the case, criminal offences can never be diminished.—=
It is only the discreet exercise of this inost delicate power,
which can have a salutary effect.  But whenever 4 belief

tion on the part of a convict, and a represcnfation of the

a1l the-circumstanceé in relation to his casc, before and after
conviction, an interposition of Executive clemency hecomes
a duty. And we arc satisfied no Executive under such cir-
cumstances would ever fefuse to extend that. pardon to ar
unfortunate felloty heing, which we all expect to receive
from a just and mereiful ‘Providence. |

The Pen tentiary here, has been a considerable burtherd-
to the State, but, from the judicious rhanagement of its in=
ternal coneerns, it is now capable of supporting its own ex-
pences, and may be a sodiee of revenue-to the State. But
there never was 4 greater eitor in Legislation than to look
to a Penitentia y for pectniaty profit. - It is true, the most
judicious cconomy shutld be observed in its mamagement;
and the convicts should be made so far as pratztiaahl‘e, to res
licve the State from the burthéns imposed by theiv erimes.
The great object should be, and to which the attention of
grery icgislator shonld be directed—to puanish ¢rime=~to de2
ter by example, and to produce reforan The expense of
&1y insititofion that would effect these objects, wonkld be tris
finx indeed in contrast with the permanent beuelits arisiugf
from it; and the expenscs must necessarily decreasc with ihe
dimination of criminal offences. -

 As eonnected with this subjcet, we recommend to ¥ouf

favaurable ponsiderationy an institution. which weunderstand
it in in enntemlation to establish in the city of Baltimore,,
for the ecnfiszinent of juvenile offenders To this House o

veluge, ol tninors, who under our existing laws would be
senteneed by the courts for criminal offences, to the Penie
tentiary, should be confined. | .

The humanity and sound policy of ‘providing an_énfitd
geparation between the hovice in iniquty and the ebdurate
oflenger, must be apparent: It has been properly said; that




