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Nothing less than {requent inspections and reports, with the
comnually renewed attention of the Legislature, can pre~
serve this great interest of the State. ,

The Militia System of the State has become generally
inoperative, as the public sensc ard public convenience scem
to decide_against it. Militia musters, as directed by law,
have had llttle etfect to make solc hers, or to instruct the
citizens in -niilitary knowledge.  The days allotted to them
are rather injurious to the mme thc labour and the morals
of the community.. Such is our situation in relation to all -
forcign powers, and such has becxgheplecautionary wisdom
of the Ec(.elal Government .in etecting fmtxhgahons and
defences on our maritime frontier “tf\at there is little danger
of sudden invasion.” Enjoying a' government of ¢nild and
wholesome rule, whose laws etanate from the .immediate
representatives of the great body of the people, who justly
ho'd au ¢ flectual check over them; and devoted as all are to
the preservation of order, and due obedience to constitution-
al power, the danger of such ‘“‘cpposition to the laws.” as
would require the integposition of the military, is, happily,
not to he anticipated. Nor does therc seem to be any de-
maid for a disciplined militia, except in the_possible event
of “insurrection” for which the voluutecr corps that ml!:lht -
be encouraged, in the cities and county towns, would be am-
ply suftici ient. The laws now in existence. im; ‘0sing per:al-

‘ties for neglect of' military duties, and upon those who are

COnSs¢ 1ent10usly scrupulous of per tormmq such duties, having
become in-operative, it is with great respect submltted
whether they ought not’ %o be repe'llcd with such a substitus
tion of volunteer corps, and such a general organization of
the militia as would annually give a view of the effective
force of.the State, without the imposition of unnecessary and
useless taxation upon the time and ‘industry of the people.
The annual statement from the Treasurer will present to
you an account of the finances of the State,—a complete.
view of the receipts and expenditures of the year: The de-
partment of the Treasury bemo" entirely un-connected with
the Executive, we can give no other acount of its condition,
than what we have received from the able officer who pre--
sides over it, and he has informed us that the deficit is'not so
great as it was the last year. 'That there should be any de-
ficiency in the Treasury, is a matter deeply tobe deplored,
and is a subject that will press most importunately upon the
attention of the Legislature. The public credit is invaluable
and ought to he cherished and mamtamed with the most
scrupulous care.




