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swhich was not brought into the house until yesterday, when it
was too late to give it a cursory reading, much less a careful pe-
yusal. Thus sttuated, your comittee cannot, with any confi-
dence, recommend to the house what course is best for the at-
tainment of the great object proposed, the preservation of the
public arms. Your commitiee are willing, however, that an in-
quiry should be instituted. as proposed in the resolution from
the senate, and they therefore recommend that said resolution
he adopted. \

All which is respectiully submitted.

G. H. Steuart, Chairman.

The said report being twice rcad, was cencurred in by
thc house. And,

Ou motion by Mr. Steuart of Baltimore city, the house
then proceeded to consider the accompanying report of the
committee of the senate, appointed to inguire nto the num-
ber and condition of the public arms, with the resolution,
the adoption of which 1s recommended by the said eommit-
tee; which were on the asth ultisno, received [rom the se-
nate and referred to the committee of this house oa the
subject of the militia, and now reported by that commitice
10 the house, without amendment, and with a recommen-
dation for the adopticn thereel as stated in the report above
concurred in. | |

"he said report from the scnate was concurred in, and .
1he said resolution thereto subjoined was sssented te, by the
house; and they were then returded to the scnale. |

Mr. Sieuart of Baltimore city, chairman of the seleet
committee, therein mentioned, delivered the following re-
port: :

The seloct commiltee, to svhich werce referred the resolu-
1jons lrom the senate proposing certain ameudments to the
constitution relative to the election of president and vice-
sresident of the Tnited States, and also certain other reso-
futions on the same subject, origihated 1n this house, beg
icave to report-—

‘'he committee are of opinion, that-in the event of the
failure of the primary election, no hetter mode lor a sceond
choice presents itseil than the one recommended i the
Jourih resolution of the sciate and the third resolution of
the house, to wit: A sclection by a direct vote of the peo-
pie irom the two candidates having the highest number of
votes at the primary clection; cach Btate giving a majority
Cor cither candidate to be counted as one vote for him, and
that the person to be declared president who saall have a
majority ot the states. .

The committee, however, arc not prepared to say whe-
ther ot is advizable to abandon iht clectomal systemn. now




