AL 4 .

sw MM w VT T e T

—

| )
Pee. 3] OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. ¢l

have becnmelindispenaabw o our |brusperQ]y€md that whilst we

shall continue (as our government have always been,) wiliing
. { . .

am! re«dy atany me, -to free cur intercourse aml trade with

|A“ .
foreigh nations from every shacklé, and trust to a fair compe-

tition of enterprise, skill and industryv, in such pursuits as may
best suit each to engage in, to weet privilege wiih priviiege—
it has becowie our intervst, and b hoves us asan inde pendent -
tione to meet restriction with restyiction=—ta do towards other
pations as they do towards u-—ip protect vur 1abours acanst
theirs, as they protect theirs against ys—1o ofrec our agricul-
ture from a dependence on the councils and conduc: ot others,
and 1o promote arts, manufactures and .pn;;ulation at home.”
Tha* any deub: shouid ever (have been entettainedd of the
constitntional power of Congress, so ¢:to regulate our com-
merce with foreign nations,? »s to afford protection (o any and
ev. ry branch of national industry, that may be thought proper,
a:::t.ln'st the hnstilt‘ legislatiun and regulufinn; of fnrt'ly_ln na-
tionx, appears to us very \'urprieiﬂg; and es‘[,wg‘iuﬂy <o, after the
uniform exercise of the power (andd unty lately, unquestioned,)
from the meeting of the very first Congress under the constitu-
tivn, to the present m\mwm;"and after embargoes liave been
Jaidi and long continued, nd acts of prohibition and total non-

“intercourse, trequently passed.

With all the respect|for thowe 'who entertain the opinion that
thig power has not " been granted, to which -great talents and
undeobted patriotism justly entitle many of thew, we cannot
entertain a shade of doubt upon ihe subject.  And the Iate n{yas-
terly argument and view of 11 presented to the publc. by one of
the fathers of the constitution, ajpears to Us S0 CORC lusive, that
we cannot resist the belief that tt st carry conviction to every
unprejudiced anned. 1t has left dothiug for us to add.

Ihe- communication recentiy made to Congress by the Presi-
dent of the United States, which we presume ha~ been read
with terest and attention by you all, exhibits a great degree
of prnsperity m ooy national concerns, and affords the best evi-
dence of the ability, fidehity and judgtnt, with which our na-
tional government has been administeretk for the Tast four vears.

Notwithstanding the large syms whicl _have been éxpended
on works of internal improvement and objects connected there-
withs on the fortifications and gradual increase of the navy, we

are assured by the able officer 'who sups rintends the national

finances. that in less than five years, the national debt, thai

scourge of nations, may be paiil off, when our whole resources
will be at the disposal of the rpresentatives of the peuvple, to be
applied by them in any manner ost advisable for the promotiou
of the happiness and prosperity of our couniry. '

This prosperons condition of the national treasury affords a

faveurable opportunity to Congress, tfgrant to such of the states -

: A e

as have received no portion of the public tands, o due propor-

‘tion of that comwon domin for purposes of edueation. A
A grant of this ‘description has, we believe, been made te
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