VOTES anp *PR;OCEEDINGS, NoveMBER SessioN, ‘1800, @5

The bill to alter fuch parts of the conftitution and form of government as relate to veters and the qualifici-
tion of voters, and the following meflage : S e el
e ' By THe . SENA TE, Dscenper 18, 1800." TR
GERTLEMEN, ' - - o . e o

IN. confequence of your meflage we have reconfidered our amendments to your bill, entitled, An 2&t to alter
fuch parts of the conftitution and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification of voters, with
that {erious attention which the importance of the fubje&t merits, Without intending to enter into argument on
a fubfe@ upon which each branch of this leglﬂatur_e has an equal conftitutional power to aék, on this occafion wé
feel it due to you, as well as ourfelves, to itate, in few words, the grounds upon which our amenaments were
framed. In adopting the firlt amendment, we were influenced by the following confiderations. 1. It is {ub-
ftantially conformable to the wife priaciple laid down in our bill of rights, as the foundation of the right of
fuffrage, viz. that every man having property in, a common intereft with, and an attachment to, the community,
_ought to have a right of fuffrage.- _ S , i

2. It effeCtuates what we believe to be a.correét general principle in free reprefentative governments, that
taxation and reprefentation ought to be reciprocal. . o ; :

3. It is fanétioned by the exaniple of every ftate in the Union, except one; in moft of which payment of taxes
is exprefsly adopted as a qualification of voters, and in others, a bortion of real or perfonal property is required,
which does in faét fubject the proprietor to the obligation of coniributing to the payment of taxes impoied on
property for the fupport of the public expences. o , 7 R

4+ It will be attended with the important advantage of furnithing’ a written evidence of the qualification of
voters, and confequently, will put an end to the corruption now too fraquently pradlifed at eleétions, and to the

s

bo

offenfive mode hitherto generally ufed in determining claims to the right of fuffrage, which are doubtful or dif: 1

puted from.a fuppoled want of the requifite pecuniary qualification. We think unneceflary to enlarge upong

either of thé above grounds.- On our minds they produced convi&ion with refpe@ tg the propriety of on# ¢

| amendment, both in its principle and its policy ; and we fuppofe it fufficient to fubmit them to your confideration
- without argument or comment. . _ R
~ In anfwer to the objeétions which you have made to our firft amendment, permit us to obferve, that jt was not
our inténtion that it fhould have the effeé of excluding from the right of fuffrage any perfen now conil{tutional-
ly entitled to exercife that important privilege. 'I'he power of deprivation has been exercifed byyou in the firit
part of your bill, to an extent beyond which it was not our defign to carry it. In moft of the ftate co itations,
which have made the right of fuffrage depend on the payment of taxes, we find the principle laid down in gene-
- ral terms, and the quantity of property which fhall make the proprietor a taxable left to {ubfequent legal regu-
lation. " In conformity to their example, we forbore to declare the particular amount of aﬁ'e{fable/property which
fhould fubject the citizen to the duty of taxation on the one hand, or entitle him to the right of {uffrage on the other.
| If, however, it is thought more advifeable by you to draw the line in the conftitution itfelf, we have no objedion
to do fo, and for that purpofe we fubmit to your confideration another amendment, which we prefume will pre-
ferve the principle laid down in the bill of rights, and exclude from fuffrage thofe only who have not, in the lans
guage of that valuablé inftrument, property in, a comnion intereft with, and an atta@hment to, the mm?y.
Our fecond amendment was adopted for the purpofe of preventing mifapprehenfion among the judge®of elgc-
tions, and to eftablifh a mode of evidence which would preclude any improper interference in our eie&ionsg,

foreigners not naturalized, As you have ftated no particular objeion to this amendment, we hope, that on rc«f
flection, you will be convinced of the propriety of it. We alfo flatter ourfclves that the additional amendment

propofed by us will reconcile you to our firft original amendn#nt, from which we decline to recede.

-, Additional amendment propofed by the fenate to the bill, entitled, An a to alter fuch parts of the conftitu-
tion and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification of voters. ¢« And be it enaded, That
| every perfon poflefling affeffable property to the amount of ten dollars fhall hereafter be affeffed in all county and

fare atlfeffments.” ) -
o ‘ : By order, _ W. S. GREEN, clk,
Which was read the firft and fecond time, and the amendment therein contained rejefled., -
The following refolution being propounded to the houfe, was read the*firll and fecond time, affented to, and
fent to the fenate by the clerk. - ]
ResoLvep, That the treafurer of the weftern fhore be and he is hereby authorifed and required to pay to the
adjurant-general of this ftate for the time being, the fum of fivg,hundred dollars, and no more,dn quarterly pay.
ments, as his falary for the year eighteen hundred and one, provided the adjutant-genera}ﬁ;ﬁde or keep an ofice
at the fea "’ge;'.ver'nmen%".F : ) @ | X N > ’ - -
-~ Mr. rom the committee] delivérs to the {peaket thﬁ
ge to whom was referred the petition of |
i eave to fi¥mit the following refolution

foﬁowingg’q:ért: L

- ResoLvep; Thyt ittee -of claims & dige@ed to allow to Robert Lang, ’01; tiu: jou
the. o of -fixty &b 3-compenfation fgr®the fupport and maikgnance of negro Daniel
. P ; . : & ; "

.

teen hundred . .
s R . s Y » .

obert Iﬂ report, tha‘f'&y Aha?e takgp the fams -




