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‘Mr. Mercer, from the committee, delivers to the fpeaker the following report : - ]

THE committee to whom were referred the petitions of fundry inhabitants of. Kent, Queen-Anne’s, Talbot,
Caroline and Dorchelter counties, praying that a law may pals prohibiting the tranfportation of flaves out of this

" ftate, having given the fame that ferious confideration which the importance of the fubjed mesits. fubmis the

following report: They confider the property acquired in flaves by the citizens of Maryland, under the faith of
laws exilting before the revolution, and fanttioned by exprefs compadt on the diffolution of the ofd, and adoption
of the new, government, as refting on the general bafis of property, fecured by fociety to its individual members,
under limitations, one of the moft eflential of which is, that where the rights of the individual are to be refumed

. by the public for the general advantage, a reafonable compenfation fhould be made. Théy prefumed not to

meddle with abftraét queftions on natural right, or deny the legiflative competency to meet any great and
general regulation of civil policy, which the uncertain events attending every focial inftitution, (particularly one
{o circumftanced as our own,) may at any time hereafter render indifpenfable ; but as they are not aware of the

= propriety or neceflity of fuch at prefent, they cannot confent generally to prohibit that ufe of their property,

which the neceflities of owners may render indifpenfable, necefiities that muft continually arife under the obliga-
tions of thofe laws which contemplate the legality and valué of that fpecies of property; nor do they believe
that the tranfportation of the blacks to a warmer climate, more congenial to their phyfical conftitution, is either
inhuman as'it refpetts themfelves, or impolitic as it regurds the ftute ; they confider the gradual diminution of
the number of thole perfons, {o diftinguifhed by nature from the reft of the commurity, and 2 proportional {upply
in their place, by the {fubftitution of white yeomanry, as an objeét highly defirable, and worthy of promotion.

They are alfo imprefled, that the fecurity and quiet of our conftituents, and even motives of humanity to the
flaves, impofe on,this legiflature the imperative duty of difcountenancing all reprefentations to this body, which
inculcate or admit an idea of apprehenfion to be entertained from this unfortunate race, who were found to be
wholly infignificant, even during the revolution, when the union and the power of the United States were feeble,
and when powerful hoftile foreign armies, aided by domeftic enemies, afforded means and temptation that cannot,
in the nature of things, recur; and to reprefls, with feverity, all public difcourfes tending to encourage a {pirit -
that may eventuate, in the firft inftance, in partial and momentary outrages, calamitous perhaps to a few citizens,
but which ultimately muft terminate in the ruin of the hopes, and aggravation of all the difadvantages, to which
this race are now expoied. : ”

But your committee, imprefled as they are with thefe confiderations, cannot for 2 moment deubt that the right
of property in {laves, as exercifed in this ftate, is, and ought to be, a limitted right,—limitted by the laws of
humanity and Chriftianity. The legiflature are bound to reprefs the vices of cruelty and inhumanity, and to
encourage the virtues of philanthropy, benevolence and Chriftian charity ; and whilft-they would refufe to
prohibit generally the f{ale and tranfportation of flaves to the fouthern ftates, they are willing fo far to reftrain
the fame, as to prevent the violation of thofe ties of nature which even favage man refpe@s, and which civilifed
fociety fhould protect with a religious reverence ; they therefore fubmit the following refolution :

ResoLveD, That a law thould pafs, prohibiting, under fuflicient penalties, the {ale of any flave or flaves for
the purpofe of tranfporting him, her or them, out of this ftate, and from tran{porting the fame, whereby an
acknowledged hufband or wife, according to the cuftomary relations that obtain among flaves, may be {eparated

from each other, or whereby a mother may be feparated from her child or children under ——— years of age,
unlefs it be in confequence of the commiflion of fome crime or offence.
By order, J. S. BETTON, clk,

Which was read. ’ -\

The bill to lay out and open a road from the town of Weftminfler, .in Trederick county, to the city of Watha
ington, was read the fecond time, and the queftion put, That the faid bill do pafs ? The yeas and nays being
required, appeared as follow: : ’

o A FFIRMATTIV L

Neale, Eftep, Edmondfon, Miiler, Hawkins, Clarke, T. Davis,
gHebb, " _ Stuart, Dafhidl, Marbury, Nelfon, Douglas, Veatch,
© Angier, Chapman, Holbrook, Lowrey, {emp, Smith, of Balt. Crefap,
S Parker, M:Pherfon, Steele, - - Vurieli, E.Davis, Smith, of Wath. Crefzp, of Mich.
# Chambers, . Jones, Sheredine, Shriver, Montgomery, Magruder, Gebhart. 37
Carcand, 4 Hylard, ' ‘
N EGATI V E
@ Harwoad, Parran, - Love, Johrfon, Bond, Orreli, o Cromwell,
= Mercer, Lemmon, Denny, Thompion, Mafon, _ Geugnegan, Simkins, 18,
2 Dorfey, Stanfbury, Quymnn, . Street, -
o : ' : So it was refolved in the affirmative,
Sent to the fenate by the clerk. = °*

On the fecond reading of the fupplement to the aét for the relief of fundry infolvent debtors, the queftion was,
put, That the claufes impofing a tax of five dollars on each infolvent debtor, to be paid to the regifter, and by
him_paid over to the. treafurer as other taxes, which fhall be paid by the treafurer to the chancellor in addition
to his falary, be firuck out of the faid bill? The yeas and nays being required, appeared as follow :

v ) . AFFIRMA.




