74 VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, Novemeer Session, 1800,

OQober, 1800. An adt to encourage the deftrudtion of crows in Kent county, paffed November feffion, 1797,
chapter 16, expired the 1ft day of November, 1800.  An a& to encourage the deftru@ion of wolvés and crows
in the feveral counties therein mentioned, patled November feffion, 1797, chapter 22, expired the, 20th day
of O&tober, 18co. An a& relating to the records in the regifter of wills and clerks offices in Queen-Anne’s
county, pafled November feffion, 1797, will expire the r5th day of April next, ' : :
- All'which is fubmitted to the houfe. : ‘ ' .
- By order, R. K. WATTS, clk.
Which was read. : o S :
The bill ta regulate conftables fees in the feveral counties therein mentioned, was read the fecond time, |
pafled, and fent to the fenate by the clerk. } \ ' N
T Tor the relief of John Jarvis, was read the fecond time, paffed, and fent to the fenate by the B8
clerk. ' ’ '
The bill to appoint an agent for the year one thou

paffed; and fent to the fenate by the clerk. ) .
The amendments to the bill to levy on the affeffable property of Anne-Arundel county a fum of money for

the purpofle herein after mentioned, were read the fecond time and rejuted,
The amendments to the bill to alter fuch parts of the conititution and form of gov
and the qualifications of voters, were read the fecond time and rejecied. o

fand eight hundred and one, was read the fecond time,

ernment as relate to voters B

_The following meffage being prepared, was read and agreed to. . :
Br toe HOUSE of DELEGA T E S, DecemBer 13, 1800, !

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, . -
WE difagree to-the amendments propofed to the adt to alter fuch parts of the conftitution and form of govern. 8
ment as relate to voters and the qualifications of voters, and particularly that to be inferted from the wordj
« age” in the fixth line of the firft page to the word “fhall” in the eighth line of the fame page, to wit : Havingls
refided within this ftate two years, and in the county :n which he offers to vote three months, next precedingf
the ele@ion, and having, within twelve months next preceding the eletion, been charged with a ftate or count
tax in the affefment or tax book of fuch county, or, in cafe of removal from one county to another, having_the
time aforefaid been charged with fuch tax in the affefment or tax book of the county of his laft refidence. =
If we agree to your amendment, which makes it an indifpenfable qualification that the vobter {liall be charged
with a ftate or county tax, or on the tax book of the county, the following confequence will enfue, many men,
who are now under the conftitution entitled to the right of fuffrage, will thén be excluded, hecaufe, man indi-
viduals poffels the fum of thirty pounds who are not, nor cannot, agreeable to law, be affeffed- at all ;-then foff
far from extending the privilege of voting. it will telnd to curtail it; and the obiet of the bill deftroyed. |
When we confider ourfelves the guardians of the rights and privileges of the people of this ftate; 'We cannot
agree that the right of fuffrage, a right ineftimable to frce men, fhould be dependent on any partial affeffment}
Yaw which any future legiflature may think proper to adopt, which we conceive muft be the cafe fhould we agree

to the abeve amendinents.
Ve find that the framers o

~ ‘ :
£ our conftitution have wifely inferted the qualifications of voters in the conftitu}8
‘tion of this itate, and in confequence of it, the qualification in {ome meafure becomes permanent, and cannot
be altered without the cool, deliberate and determinate concurrence of two fucceeding legiflatures ; but if thejd
qualifications be afcertained by an affefiment bill, which may be altered without thofe formalities neceflary tof§
alter the conftitution, the ineftimable privilege of fuffrage becomes then dependent on the fudden caprice andg
paflion of future legillatures. : S , . '
" Under thofe reflections, gentlemen, we have taken the liberty to addrels you, hoping, that on reconfideration
you will be fenfible of the propriety of the above obfervations, and will recede from the amendments,
. - By order, ' W. HARWOOD, clk.
Mr. Chambers, from the committee, delivers to the fpeaker the following report: SR
'THE -committee to whom was referred the memorial of captain Jofeph Ford, of Saint-Mary’s county; beg
Jeave to report, that they have taken the fame into confideration, and are of opinion that the prayer thereof i
reafonable, and ought to be granted; they therefore recommend the following refolution : o

ResoLven; That the auditor-general, under the direCtion of the governor '?nd council, be and he is herebs
dirccted to examine the mufters of the Maryland line, and other documents that ' iquidatds
the depreciation on the pay of, and geant a certificate to, captain Jofeph Ford, and all other officers fimilarlf
circumitanced, of the Maryland line, or to their legal reprefentatives, for that fum which may appear to be juft

ly due to them, agreeably to the regulations heretofore eftablifhed. ; :
By order, J. S. BETTON, clk. §

Which was read. - , _ _
Mr. Nelfon, from the committee, delivers to the fpeaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of Frederick Middagh, of Frederick county, begleave
report, that they have confidered the fame, and though they are willing to exprefs their difapprobation of the

pra&xc



