86 VOTES ano PROCEEDIN +S, November, 117;7.

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of th ‘ommiffioners for. ereling the.public.
jngs of Cacil county reporty that they are of opinion, that the faid petition is reafonable, and that 3§

ought ta pafs in conformity thereto. R
By order, J. F. HARRIS, clk

Which was read the firft and fecond time, concurrgd with, and leave given to bring i a bill pu
thereto. ORDERED, That Mr. Hollingfworth, Mr Miller and Mr. Wallace, be a cox mittee ¢
pare and bring in the fame. : , ’ T

“Fhe following meffage being prepared, was fent ta the fenate by the clerk,

—— By e HOUSE ofF DELEG ATES, DEeceEMBER 23, 1797
. GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE,

WE are of opinion that from the multiplicity of bufinefs that is at prefent before the legiflatun
cannot, with juﬁice to the public, finally clofe the feffion within any fhort period ; therefore, frg
great anxiety to return home, we propofe ndjoumin;-m Monday next, with a view of havg’ngg iy
feffion on the third Monday of May next. ‘ ‘ '

B By order, ‘ ‘ W. HARWOQD, ¢,

Mr. Hollingfworth, from the committee, brings in and delivers to the fpeaker a bill, entitled, Avgd
to lay a tax on Cacil county to complete-the public| buildings of faid county ; which was read the i
time and ordered to lic on the table. , e
The fupplement to an ad, entitled, An a& to ftreighten and amend the feveral public roads lﬂtﬁ
feveral counties in this ftate, and for other purpofes therein mentioned, was read the fec?nd time; m

and fent to the fenate by the clerk. _ : ] ! -
On motion, Leave given to bring in a bill to continue certain alls rela?ve to the high court of cha

cery. OrpERED, That Mr. Key, Mr. Dorfey agd Mr. J. C. Thomas, be a committee to prep
, |

and bring in the fame.
The fuppleient to the ad, entitled, An a for fthe relief of the poor

read the fecod time, and pafled.
M. Key, from the. committee, brings in and-delivers to the fpeaker ill, entitled,| An altto
tinue certain ads relative to the high court of chancery 3 which was read the fuft time and orderdy
lie on the table. - -
Mr. Clarke, from the committee, brings in and delivers to the fpeaker the following report: .
THE committee appointed to examine the petition of the prefident a direétggs of the Patowmst
company report, that in the year 1784 the legiflaturg of Maryland, ia co fideration of |the great advu
tages which the ftate would derive from rendering navigable the river atowmack and its numens
branches, pafled an a& incorporating & company for that purpofe ; that the company, was o conil
500 fhares of [£. 100 fterling each, amounting to the fum of /. 50,000 fterling ; about the fume gy
hmilar a& of incorporation was paffed by the legifldture of Virginia; that the fate of Maryland beam
interefted thercin 50 fhares, amounting to L. 5000 fterling, and the monwealth| of Virginia iy
fcribed 100 fhares, of -which the legiflature prefented 50 to the late prefident general Wathington, ¥
accepted the fame, and, with peculiar liberality, made a donation of them to a national univerfity T
eftablifhed in the city of Wathington ; that in the year 1785 the refidue of the fhares were (ublerief
by individuals in Maryland and Virginia, the far greater part being in laryland ; that the direGund
the Patowmack company commenced their operafions on the river, and have cxhaufied their capiit
extenfive and beneficial improvements ; that in the month of Auguft, 1795, at a general meetiagd
¢he fockholders of faid company, it was determined, by virtue of the power given them under the a4
“incotporation, to enlarge their capital, by epening fublcriptions for 100 additional fhares, rating el
£ 130 fterling, the thirty pounds additional being confidered as equivalent to the intercft whith i
recrued on each fhare firft fubfcribed 5 of this afiditional flock the ftate of Maryland, at Nop
feffion, 1795, took 4o fhares, the flate of Virginia 20 fhares, and . indiyiduals in the ftate of Mark
the remaining 40, amounting in the whale to £ 13,500 ferling. C
The committee thus find the whole capital ftock of the Patowmack company amounts to the g
.63000 fterling, of which the ftate of Maryland holds 9o fhares, equal to | £ 10200 fesp

"The ftate of Virginia . . 70 . . . 7600

of Wafhingkon county, w

Individuals . . . . . . -390 . . o 40200
General Wafbington, for national univerfity, . 50 . . J 5000
above fum has been ied to the ufcful purpoies®

The committec upon examination find, that th
which it was fubfcribed ; that confiderable obftruflions have bean rem ed in the bed of the river; W
a variety of fmall canals have been made on the banks of the river, to avoid difficulties pxilting in its ¥

ral-corrent, and that great excrtion and expence have been incurred in for ing canals and locks at the IA

Fallé, and that very great expence has attended the operations upon the cTnal and locks; at the Great Fib
“The committee further report, that the river is navi able for boats carrying 10 tons, or 100 barrels of 1%
from Savage river, about-30 miles above Fort Cumberland, to the Great Falls, being 2 difkance o #)
" miles, and from the Great Falls to tide water, being about 13 miles, 4 canal of 2} miles lo bas 9
whetly finifhed on the Maryland fide, with -their locks entirely complete ; that thf only obitacle i
Savage river to tide water is at the Great Falls, |where a canal of 2ths of a mile has been cof
with a bafon for the fecurity of the boats paffing and returning ; that the water in this bafon is
above the bed of the river about 78 feet, which will make an infertion of five locks in the di
1400 feet meceffary, one of which locks is built in-a malterly manner f hewn ftone, and difchargs 3
. watér within 500 feet of the point at which it is to be emptied into the bed of the river ; that theds!
ene of ‘the locks has-been -excavated from a body|.of rock, and is ready for walling and that thet/l

" main theee Tncks, 20d the walling of the fourth, yet to be done; tha the locks at| the Great
coatemplated to be of the moft permanent kind,| and made of folid ftone, and of ﬁrodigiw fesl!
The committec repaft, that the direCtors have-cealod their operations for wans of funds; thiat the 6

|




