VOTES ayo PROCEEDINGS, November, 17g7. 4.
fon|te the publig gaol, theve to resmain fill be be difcharged by due cousfe of law, Under thig gart of

. h article, your committee conceive they were appointed to inquire into offences againft she Bui,
:265 I;;lﬁd }ur,y: );»d 10 comumit to prifon oﬂ_'erqdarsﬂ agam,{t:ppbljg j?’i}i@%“ .th,e,,:gv;b remain upti mr
crithes could be inquired intolby a.jury of their country ; and that veither the fpixis sor the letter of ahie
confftitution give to the houfe of delegates (nor of confequence to your committee ) the power of com-
pelling debtors, ¢ither public or private, to-a payment of their debts, If this article could pofibly receive
say|other conitryClion, it would be in dire@ contradiction to that article of the bill of rights, which de~

clares, that the legillative, judicial and executive departments, fhould be for ever feparate and difliag,
The courts of juftice are open to, and fully competent to decide upon, the grievance complained of
in this repréfentation, and any, ipgcrfg:cngc of the legiflature, your committee couceive, would be yn-

conftitutional and improper,
1l which is fubmitted to the bog{g.

. By order, A. GOLDER, d.
- Which was regd, - . - ‘ ,

M, Clarke, from the committee, brings in and delivers to the fpeaker a bill, entitied, A fupplement
to an acl, entitled, An additional fupplementary a& ro the adt, entitled, An att for quiensg pofiefions,
ensefliag con ve,z,auce.s, and feeuring the eftates of purchafess; which was read the frit time 2nd ordered

o lie on the table. - v : o .
tOA petition from Samuel P. Wallace, of Cecil county, praying the treafurer may be dire@ed to reim-
burf¢ him the|caution money paid by him on certain land called Minor’s Lot, was preferred, read, and
referred to Mr. Robins; Mr, Matthews and Mr. Gold(bo.'ough, to confider and report thereon.
¢ bill for the begefit of Sarah Hickley, Mary Anne Hickley, Rabert Hickley, ‘Thomas Hickley
and pamuel Hickley, was read the fecond time, pafled, and fent to the fenate by the cierk,

e bill to|eftablifh the road leading from Ninian Cochran’s ftore at Genning’s run on the T urkey
foot yoad, up Will’s creek by John Tomlinfon’s mill in Allegany county 1o e Pencfylvania hne, was
iead jthe fecond time, pafled; and fent to the fenate by the ‘cieix. ; L »
The foliowing meflage being prepared, was fent to the fenate, with the refolution i favour of Conrod
' Whiteman, by the clerk. ; -

_ By THE HOUSE orF DELEGATES, NOVEMBER 28,  1747.

(TENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, A

E take the liderty to return you the refolution in favour ¢f Conrod Whiteman; of Queen- Anne’s
coupty, and hope that upon reconfideration it will meer with your approbation.  The grounds of your
abjedtion, we prefume, are, that the petitioner did not make his application within the time limitted by

feveral adks of aflembly for exhibiting claims againft the ftate, and that a concurrence wigh this refoly-
tion might introduce more applications of a fimilar hature. The propricty of pafing adts of limitation

to exclude the ereditors of the flate from exhibiting their claims, is a quettion perhaps thag ought o0
have ithe ferious attention of the legiflature, as it is well known that the courgs of juftice have always -
derided, when the point has been contefted, that po limitation of titne could operate in any cale where
the flate had a claim againft any of its citizens ; and we conceive that the ftate-thouid not avail itlelf of
| its power to take advantages of its citizens, when fimilar advantages are not z'lcwed them. The rea‘on
why limitation thould ever be permitted to bar any claim whatever, flows fom a prefumption, that a
gebiar ‘nay have di{charged the debt, and through a great lzpie of time his receipt, gr other evidence
- of tzje payment, may be ioft. But this reafon cannot apply in cafes like the pretent, for the payment
by the flate beecomes a marter of recoid, and may eafily be reforted to. But without contefting the
propriety. of having paffed thofe alts of affembly, it may well become a quettion, how far the honour
and the: jultice of the flate of Maryland may be implicated in refufing to difcharge the fair and honeft
claimg of -its" citizens, who, by their cxertions in the field during an arduous and diftrefling war, have
F comgributed to the eftablithment of our independence, and finally fecured to us the bhappivefs and prof-
perity | which we now enjoy under a government of eur own choice. Can it be confiftent with the
equity which an independent ftate thould always make its {trict rule ot condudt, that when our treafury
38 rich) and our anpual revenue far exceeds any demands which can probably be made on it, we fhould
refufé to reward the fervices of a brave and meritorious {oldiery, look with an eye of mdifference on
their {ufferings, and, by rejeing their claims, reduce them to all the extremities of poverty and
vmctchpdnefs? | We fiatter purfelves you will think with us upon the prefent occafion, and give con-
Qrrende to the ’refoiutéon. '

i By order, W. HARWOQD, -,

Petition from the juftices of the levy court and fundry inhabitants of Cacil county, praying the
fic ooty may be diyided into diftri@s, and that a callector be appoinzed in each diftri&, was prefer.
ted, read, and referred to Mr. Wallace, Mr. Miller and Mr. Harwood, to confider and report thereon.
ﬂn otion, Leave given to bring in a bill for deftroying wolves and crows ia the counties therein
mentiohed.  ORDERED, That Mr., Matthews, Mr, jarrett and Mr. M’Comas, be a committee to
frepare| and brin?g in the fame, _ . _

0 motion, Leave given to bring in a bill to authorife lotteries in certain cafes. ORrpEerED, That

Mr. R bins, Mr. Key, Mr. Hyland, Mr, Hall and Mr. Thomas, of Frederick, be a committee to

Prepareland bring in the fame. :

Mr. Emory has leave of ablgnce, " .
he repory on the petition of Margaret Davis was read.the fecond time, concurred with, and leave
bring ina bill purfuapt thereto, OrpERED, That M. Plowden, Mr. Greeawell and Mg,

’ P& committee to prepae-and bring in the fame. , . L -

’ :%Ivthﬁ petition of Elizabeth Thompfon was read the fecond time, concpryed with, and

Fing in a bill ‘purfuant thereto. OrpErED, That Mr. Plowden, Mr, Lg;gkaadM;,
' D¢:3 coremittee to prepare and bring in the fame.

S

¥




