‘88 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Novomb

e PO ST MERIDIEM.
The houle met. L o ' _ ‘ - ,
O motion; ORGERED; That the bill to repeal the thirty-feventli fetion of the conftitution and

form of government of this flate;. {o far a& the fame relates to any {enator or drlegate of affembly,

haye a fecond reading to-morrow. . | Z' : o o
The following meflage being prep ed, was fent to the fenate, with the refolution in favour of

John. Smith Brookes, by the clerk. : T

‘ By tae HOUSE
GENTLEMEN, ' N -
WE.return you the refolution in favgur of John Smith’Brookes, and hope that fipon reconfideration
it will meet with your concurrences Vi ¢ conceive that the fituation of the ftate, |in point of finance,
does not demnand 2 rigorous colle@ion of the whole principal fum now due; and as ftated in his peti-
tion; his 1iability at this time to immediate execution, which may involve him inr in, appears to us to

-deferve eur com te interference:| The releafing him from this fituation operated with usia .

paffing the refolution in his favour, and is a principal inducement in requefting your conﬁc%ation.

y order," o W. %—l RWOOD, clk.

The ill to authorife and empower the levy court of Dorchefter county to aflefs and lévy a fum
of money for the purpofe therein mentjoned was read the fecond time and pafled '
"Fhe report on the petition of Philip Caffon was read the fecond time, and the refolution therein
contained affented to. ' :
Mir. Nicholfon; frem the committee, brings in and delivers to the fpeaker the following report: -
"FHE committee to whom was referred the petition of Edward Tarbutton, of Quegn-Anne’s

Fouzxg, beg leave to report, that upon inquiry they find, that the faid Edward Tarbutton was com-

mitted to Queen-Anrie’s county: gaol at the laft November court for a fine impofed upan conviction

for ani aflault and battery, which, with the cofts attending the indi¢tment, amount to the fum men-
tioned in his petition. Y our committee report, that from the beft information they have, the offence

was by no means atrocious, but that the cofts, from the number of witnefes attending, was ex- .

tremely high ; that the petitioner is in|extreme indigent circumftances, “of peac able and |quiet be-

haviour, and can never free himfelf from the rigours of confinement without the intervention of the-
legiflature. The committee therefore fthink he ought to be relieved, and fubmit the| following

refolution : - i .
ResoLvep, That the fine impofed upon Edward Tarbutton, of Queen-Anne’s county; by the .

county court at the 1at November term, upon an indictment for an affault land battery, and the

cofts accruing in confequence thefeof, be andgthe fame are hereby remitted ; and the theriff of

Queen-Anne’s county is hereby empowered arid ire@ed to releafe the faid Edward Tarbtton from

a2l comfinement impofed in confequeace of the aforefaid fine and cofts. .

All which is fubmitted to the houfe. . »
. |Byorder; - - - Z| HUGHES, clk.

£

Which was read. : ‘ ) '
Mr. Key, from the committee, br ngs.in andeelivers to the fpeaker a bill, entitled, A fupplement

to an 2@ to eftablifh falariesfos the chancellor and the judges ; which was read the firft time and
ordered to lie on the table. - ' B , ‘ ) :

Mr. Key, from the joint committee, “brings in and delivers to the fpeaker the following report:
THE joint committee of both houfes, to whom were referred the amendments pro; fed to be
made to the government of the Unite States by the legiflature of Virginia in December laft, have -
had them under confideration for fom time, and cannot recommend their adoption for th following
reafons. S :
Should the firft amendment be atified by the legiftatures of nine {tates, no treaty of the leat
confequence could be made as now uthorifed, without the fan&ion of a majority of the houfe of
reprefentatives 5 thus would that houfe be let into a participation of a_part of [the executive powel
which has been exclufively vefted in the prefident and fenate, as fitter for the tranfaing fuch bufinefy
and concluding treaties ; for the fenate being 3 {maller and more fele& body, r ‘
le(s liable to the influence of party, i i i
with greater accuracy, and with more temper and judgment, than in the. :

only reafon for giving to the fenate a {hare of the treaty-making power 3 all ing equally
reprefented in the fenate, it was co fidered that this equality of fuffrage, coypled with |the contr "
over treaties, would reconcile the fmaller ftates to the preponderancy which the larger poffefs “in te |
other braach. ~But the prefident an fenate may be corrupted, and facrifice their country to a foreiga
interelt. Are the prefident and fenate more likely to be corrupted than the reprefentatives? Few
compared to thicle, a greater refponfibility attaches to their charaQers and conduél ; ghilt, divided -
among many, feems to leflen, and Yecomes almoft imperceptible in each in ividual, {heltering and |
countenancing bimfelf under the authority of numbers. Large popular affemblies, in their public -
proceediigs, have been unfeelingly uilty of crimes, from the commiffion of which each individus)
ftanding alone, or fupported by few. would have {hrunk with horror.  We may reafonably coneludt
that the ftate legiflatares will, in neral, ele@ into the fenate men of good| fenfe, information as |
integrity ; if they do not, they will eithet want difcernment or honefly, or| be ‘aduated by part}
Admitting that in particular diftricts, nay, that in whole ftates, a party fpirit| may at times previh
the delufion, it is to be hoped, will n continue long, and if it fhould, its fpread through the grea®®.
i ble. If the ftate legiflatures want difcernment or honefty, &8 -

portion of the union is quite improb:
their conflituents be dilcerning a honeft? Corrupt, indeed, muft that people bey and degradel
: | ' i

&




