6 VOTES asp PROCEEDINGS, November, 1796.

the lare éolonel 'f'hdthaS'C?cfap‘wg’S‘c’mth#yéd by thc proprietor of Maryland to.explore the coupthy,
aird to report the fadts that mizht lead to aidecilion oh tins fubje@; but the country then being hitdle”
known, and in the pofleffion of favages, i_i;i;pr_qbable he judged more from appearatices, than from.
any attpat forwey of it; fe reported in favour of the: ort branichy- aud for fome e after that was
generalty fuppafed to: be the Rt fountaih of e river Patowmmacki Afterwatds, however, a dif~"
ferent opinion prevailed, and die late proptictors of Matytind always claimed the land, and in fome
inftances made gramts thereof, lying between the norsk and fbuth Yranches of that river. At lenggth
2 negotiativon commericed between the proprietor of Maryland, and tord Fairfax, the then proprietor -
of that part of Virginia, refpedling this fubject ; and by conlent it would: have: bekneffablithed, that
the firft’ foonfain of Patowmack was at ihé head of the fou by branch-of that river; if the crown of
Great-Britain had not been interefted in the gqueftion, and: therefore it becdmie eceflary to lay the
circumfaaces then exifting before, the king and'eouncil, and to-ébtaiti their approbation and con-
currence before any effeCual regulation could take place; and while- matters were thus ﬁlfpc-nd‘ed,
the revolation commenced,” wt ich finally déprived a1l parties of chajr interclt i the fubjed: + -~ ©
During the war the citizens of - Virginia Begarito take up, and imemediately after the peace to fet-
tle, the lands between the -nortir amd fouth branches of Patowsmackj and the whole of that €ountry,
containin 452,480 acres of land, hath ever fince been, and now is, occupied or claimcd by.khc
ftate of Virginia, or perfons holding under grants iflued by that:ftate. But if, upon a: full inveli-
don of this fubjed, it (hall Le found that the firlt fountain of Patowmack 18 at the head of the
oith Branch of that river, fHIl it is of effential conféquence to this ftate to have the real head oc:
fountair of that branch of the fiver fixed and well afcertined. © There are three fprings, or fmall
rivalets, that wnite after running a fmall diftance; -and the pafleffiohs under the title-of this ftaee arg.
at prefent confited to-a meridian line drawn from the toft fouthern of thofe fprings, and the lands
to the weftward of that meridian line are taken up and held lxl}der"grlets ffucd by the ftate of Vir-
ginia, although bothr the ‘other’ fprings extend further to the weftward, and one of them near. three
mites. Should this laft m_"chﬁo‘ﬂédﬁifiné’, be- deemed the firft fountain from whence a -meridian Une
s to be drawn for our weftern boundary; it will give a countryj in addition to what the ftate now
pofleffes,_of thiee miles broad and upwards of thirty milés in lengthy » :
On reviewing the law of ndtire and nations it will be found, that prior occupaney can aive no
title to Virginia in this inltance; nor any length of time bar the elaim of this ftate, 1f it is other-.
wife well founded—Political laws in this, dad in meft bihcr countries, regulate this fubject among
the citizens of their refpective ftates; but it cannot be done bétween independint governinents, un-
lefs by treaty. R R o S
Should the leziflature of this ftate perfift in the with to fettle the beands of this flate and Virginia'
in the manner propofed by the refolve of the 'laft “feffion, (add which has been delayed by rhe fiate:
of Virginia not having made any appointment of commiffroners for-that purpofe,) it will be neceflary-
to appoint another commifioner in the place of Mz, Pinkney, who is now-abient on public bufinefs,
and fome otfier perfon inftead of myfeif, as it will not be cenvenient to me 1o attend further to the

fubje&t.

I am, with much refpe&,
~ Your very obedient fervant,

 14th Nov. 1766. | 5 WILLIAM COOKE: :

E‘f_xaar(ed,; -4 By the fenate, November 17, 1706.: Read and referred to the confideration of the
« houfe of delegates. - L ' S
- - « By order, ‘ A. VAN-HORN, clk.”

Which was read, and referred to Mr. Wilton, Mr. Key and Mr. Dachanan, to confider and
report. thereon. : - ' L , _
And the foilowing meffage : i L
' By rtae S ENATE, Noyrmser 17, 17g0.

GENTLEMEN, S St i —
WE -have appointed William Hammond Dorfey, John Selby Purncll, aod John Thomas, Ei-
quires, 2 committee on the part of the fenate to join the gentlemen appointed by your houfe, 10
form a joint committee of boin houfes to compare and examine all bills, from time to time during
the feffion, as foon as they {hall be feverally engroficd. R

S SR By order, ' -~ A. VAN-HORN; ¢lk.
Which wesi read. : 1 e . Lo
Mr. Chapman, from the:committer, brings in 2nd delivers to Mr. Speaker.the follo ying teport ¥
THE comimittee to whom was referred the petition of Anne Dentand Theodore Derity adinini-

frators of Peter Dent, of Charles county, deceafed, report, that they have taken the fame’ under their
confideration, and upon examination of the papets and - circufiftanices, are- of -opinioy/ that she. falls

fiated therein are true, and that 2 law ought to pafs, direfling the juftices of the levy court of Charles
county i nrake inquiry mto the circumiffances of the cafe, and if ‘proved to the -fatisfalion of the
fai&'j‘uﬁicqs; to levy on the aflefTable praperty of thie ¢ounty 2 fmi of moricy equivalent @ the ac-

1ok of tobacco fuftained, for'the ufe’ of the reprefentatives of -the faid Peter Dent. - All which

tual
s fobimitted to the houfe. | ‘ . .
‘ By order, ... 8 LUCKETT, cl.

) ] . . ,
Wﬁi&nﬁsrgd the firft and fetond qlime,' coneurred with; ‘and leive given to bring ina bill pur-
foamt derefo OkDEwED; That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Digges and:Mr. Baker, be 3 eomhitede 0

e

prepare abd bring in Whe famé. | )

Mr. Chapfnan,
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