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tributions of benevolence from being wafted by an indifcriminate diftribution ; that fupplies were with,
held from thofe wha -had brought with them any. thing for their fupport 5. that all who wege ace.
quainted with mechanical arts were furnifhed the means of employment, and thofe feat to labour swho
were capable of it; that between five and' fix hundred, after having tbcar.;:x_mm;ed;ag;, and prﬁ.%
wants removed, have been enabled to go to Old France, and about {ixty have had their paﬂi&cpa ?
“to the. Weft-Indies ; but notwithftanding every exertion, and all the ceconomy of the com njttee
there ftill remain about three hundred and fifty perfons, chiefly old men, women and children, who-
rely entirely on the generofity of the people of Maryland to furnith them with the means dex-
ifténce, which cannct be furnithed for lefs than five hundred dollars per weck. Your committee
have no doubt but that thefe people will receive every affiftance from congrefs at their pext meeting,
(who may, if neceffary, take meatures to havq it allowed in our debt to F _rance) l?ut thg pcrmd.;sm.ag
a diftance, and in the mean time they will perifh for want of the neceflaries of life, without the 2id
of this general affembly, for private charity, now ftrained to the ut'm.oﬂ, will be exhaufted, and the
committee of Baitimore, with all their care; have not money remaining fuﬂi":lent to fupport them
beyond the end of this month, and the unfortunate people are at this time deftitute of winter Floaxh-
ing, without beds, and without covering to {helter them from the inclemency of winter, ‘which, to
perfons reared beneath the fcorching fun of Saint-Domingo, muft appear with additional feverity.
1t is not for this committee to fay whether thefe people, thrown amongtt us thus deftitute and forlorn,
have not a juft claim to our protection, from the great fervices they have heretofore rendered to us.
Before the prefent war, the French Saint-Domingo opened to us a very great, conftant and certain
market for our flour, and furnithed to us the means of a very extenfive and lucrative commerce ;
and we cannot but remember that they are a part.of that nation who held out to us affiftance and
fupport when the clouds of adverfity hung heavy over this our now flourithing republic, and that they
are now the vitims of unprincipled men, unfortunately cloathed with authority, which they have
abafed, and who, by arming flaves againt their mafters, and committing the mo(t wanton violations
of private property, have torn afunder the bands of focie'y, and introduced all the horrors of civil
war. ' ) _
It 2 ppears to this committee, that there is every reafon to believe, that in the enfuing fprir')g,. all
thefe people, who cannot {upport themfelves in this country, and thus become an ufeful acquifitior,
will return to the Weft-Indies, or go to Old France, but it feems unreafonable to leave Baltimore-
town any longer under the preflure of that burthen ‘which it has hitherto fo cheerfully borne.  Of the
money colleCted in the ftate of Maryland, Baltimore has {upplied two thirds, without taking into the
account the expences incurred by many individuals; who, beﬁdes their fhare of the public contribu-
tions, generoufly received great numbers of them beneath their own holpitable roofs. -
This committee therefore beg leave to recommend to the houfe the appointment of 2 committee
in Baltimore-town, with power to draw en the trealury of this ftate, monthly, for the {um of
dollars, until the day of , for the fubfilftence of the French citizens now in that town,
from Saint-Domingo ; and that a committee be appojnted to prepare inftruétions to the fenators, and
requifitions to the reprefentatives of this ftate in the congrefs of the United States, dire@ing them to
bring this fubjet as early as poffible before congrefs, and to endeavour to obtain from them, that they
will make the fupport of thofe unfortunate French citizens a charge on the United States, and pro-
vide a fund for their future fupport, as well as to rcimburfe to this ftate all money drawn from our
treafury for that purpofe, and that, as foon as congrefs fhall provide fuch funds, then the power of
the committee of Baltimore to draw upon the treafury of this ftate fhall ceafe.
All which is fubmitted to the horiourable houfe.

By order, J. W. KING, clk.

Which was read.

OrDERED, That the fame have a fecond reading on Thur{iay riext, and that this houfe wiil now
hear the committee appointed by the citizens of Baltimore-town for the rclief of the inhabitants of
French Saint-Domingo. ' ,

Mr. George Plater, a dclegate returned for Saint-Mary’s county, appeared, and after qualifying
in the mode prefcribed by the conftitution and form of government, and taking the oath to fupport
the conftitution of the United States, took his feat in the houfe.

A petition from fundry inhabitants of Baltimore and ¥rederick counties, praying an a& may pafs,
invefting commiffioners with powers to hold and regulate fairs at the town of Weftminfter, in Fre-
derick county, for the fale of black ca:tle, horles, and other live ftock, was preferred, read, and re-
ferred to Mr. Bayly, Mr. Beatty and Mr. Johnfon, to confider and report thereon. ‘

A reprefentation from the judges of the high court of appeals, praying an increafe of falary, was
preferred, real, and referred to Mr.. Duvall, Mr. Sprigg, Mr. M‘Mechen, Mr. S. Wiimer and
Mr. Daffin, to confider and report thereon.

An application from John Gaflaway, captain of the volunteer company of the city of Annapolis,
g;aaying that his company may be equipped with arms out of the public arfenal, was preferred, read,

referred to the committee appointed to bring in a bill to regulate the militia of this ftate.

Mr. Hollingfworth, from the committee, brings\‘\‘in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following re-
port: L ) ‘ i . ,

- THE committee to whom was referred the petition of Margaret Myers, report, that they have
examined; and find the fadls therein ftated to be trye; they are thercfore of opinion that the prayer
thereof ought to be granted, and fubmit the following refolution: S

Whereas Thomas Yates, of Baltimore county, jon the tenth of November, 1781, and fourth of
February, 1782, at-the fale of the confifcated eftate of the Nottingham company, became the m
.o ¢




