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fhake the foundations of the titles to real property., We are well aware, that legiflative interpofitions
to declare the law in doubtful cales, may produce pernicious confequences, unlefs ‘exercifed with the.
reateft caution ; but the experience of this, and every other country, has evinced, that fuch interpofi.
tons are Jometimes neccflary. The legiflature of Maryland has often gone fo far as to control the
courfe of law, in order to prevent 2 confiderzble public inconvenience. = A&s of affembly bave been
frequent to revive and give continuance to fuits which had been difcontinucd by the neglect of judges-
to hold courts at the times appointed by law. By the 2& of November feffion, 1773, chapter 3,
defective acknowledgments of many conveyances taken before Thomas Prather, chicf juftice of Fre.
derick county, who a&ted under a mifconception of the law, were remedied. By the a& of Novem.
ber feflion, 1766, chapter 2T, JefeGtive common recoveries, fuffered by tenants in tail for the purpole
of barring their iffue, were made valid. The act of November feffion, 1785, chapter g, confirmed
illegal acknowledgments of conveyances taken under former acts of aflembly. By the act of No-
vember feflion, 177G, chapter 10, it was declared, that the acts of affembly by which deeds of bar.
gain and fale were Yirected to be recorded within fix months from their date, fhould be underftood to
tnean calendar months, although it was the opinion of the courts that the legal conftruction was to
_ compute the time by lunar months. We think it needlefs to mention many other inftances, which the
‘wifdom of your houfe will immediately recollect, tending to confirm this pofition, that a deviation
from the ordinary rules of legiflation is juftifiable, to fecure a number of ancient poffeflions held
on the faith of long received opinions. : '
We are perfuaded that the poffeflors of real property are confiderably alarmed by doubts, which it
is the objec of the bill in queftion to explain. We gave it origin, from a conviction that we werg
bound to quiet thefe apprehenfions, and to prevent a number of ruinous lawfylts. - We fhall be hap.
py, if upon a candid and ferious reconfideraiion, your fentiments fhall coincide with ours. At all
events, we fhall have difcharged our duty in attempting 2 meafure, which, in our opinion, will pro.
mote the peace and happinefs of our conftituents.
By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.

Which was read. . :
The houfe adjourns till 5 o’clock.
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The houfe met.

Mr. Quynn, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker.a bill, entitled, An ad
to continue the a&s of affembly therein mentioned ; which was read the firlt time and ordered to lie
on the table. ‘ :

Mr. Duvall, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:

THE committee to whom was referred the report and feveral papers laid before the houfe by the
agent, report, that they have taken the fame into confideration, and are of opinion that the intereft
of the ftate requires that an agent be appointed for the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety
three ; they therefore recommend the following refolution :

ResoLvEeD, That leave be given to bring in a bill to appoint an agent for the ycar one thoufand §

feven hundred and ninety-three. .
By order, , A. GOLDER, clk.

Which was read. :
Mr. Ridgely, of Wm. from the committee of claims, biings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the

journal of accounts ; which was read the firft and fecond time and affented to. Leave given to bring
in a bill purfuant thereto. ORDERED, That the committee of claims prepare and bring in the fame

Mr. Duvall, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of the vifitors and governors of Saint John'
college, report, that they have taken the {ame into confideration, and believe the falts ftated in th
petition to be true. They alfo find, that application has been made for the pre-emption of the lan
mentioned in the petition, as confifcated property, by John Bullen, of the city of Annapolis, unde
a law of the ftate, and that, in confequence of that application, an ejeCtment has been brough
which is ftill depending, to try the title to faid lands ; that if the faid lands were liable to conficz
tion, the ftate will be entitled to two-thirds thereof, and Mr. Bullen to the remaining third.

That if the general affembly fhould be of opinion that the ftate’s title ought to be relinquifhed, th
counter petitioner has no obje&ion to the mealure, provided his right is not to be affe&ted, and ma
jor Rofs, to whom the faid lands will belong in cale the ftate’s title is relinquifhed, hath agreed that

r. Bullen fhall receive one third of the purchafe money of twenty acres, part of the faid lands, pro- §

ed to be fold at £. 1§ per acre, for the purpofes mentioned in the petition. The propriety of n

inquithing: the ftate’s title to the aforefaid twenty acres is fubmitted to the honourable houfe, and ¢ ¢
following refolution is recommended for the purpofe of taking their opinion:

ResoLvEeD, That the right of the ftate to twenty acres, part of the lands adjacent to the ground
whereon Saint Jobn’s college ffands (to be laid oft" as the vifitors and governors of Saint John’s cok
lege dire&t) be and the fame is hereby relinquithed ; provided, that the right of John Bullen, who
bias applied for the pre-emption of the faid lands, of which the twenty acres are a part, be not affed- |
ed by this refolution, and that he be allowed to receive one third of the amount of the fales of faid
twenty acres ; and provided alfo, that this refolution fhall not in any manner affe& the right of the
ftate to the remainder of the faid lands. _ ‘o

B ‘ By order, J. O’BRYON, 3d. clk.

Which was read. ' Th




