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VOTES axpo PROCEEDINGS, November, 1592. g7

. ever cogent, which led to déterminations fo oppofite to the already declared fenfe
y ’fl; ;Ez{:;%leh;‘:p‘oniong:f the confede;aey, remain fuppre{l'e@ in_that fecrecy wl{t:hth@wtcs
feem defigned to perpetuate. Left filent acquiefcence may be improperly conftrued into implied ap-
probation, and as fuch tend to weaken the efforts of other ftates, we do not hefitate again to dedm:
our fenfe againft thofe determinations of that honourable body. $ ol s

In free governments the authority and fantion of the laws in a great meafure depend on the influ-
cen of op’i:nion ; "the public mind, therefore, cannot be too thoroughly poflefled of the reafons which
influenced their adoption, and if the motives of meafures fairly expofed and generally communicated,
will not fecure them puuvlic approbation, they gencr?lly furnith conclufive arguments againft tbar
continuance. Myftery is the garb of tyranny, whilft free government, founded on reafon, derives
new ftrength from every inquiry. The duration of the time for which they are eleQed, and the dif-
ferent periods at which their offices expire, render that body, in effect, permanent. They admit ao
conftitutional mode by which an entire change could be effected, fheuld ever corruption pervade the
mafs, or taint their proceedings, and they afford but few opportunities of withdrawing the confidence
once improperly repofed in individual members. Thefe combined. conﬁdexrauon§ furrflfh additional
and powerful motives for admitting their co.n{’utuents to a knowledge ‘of their deliberations, and to 2
minute infpe@ion of their general and individual condudt; and we hold it no found argument, that
the admiffion could extend only to the inhabitants of the feat of their deliberations, for we learn from
experience, that the calls of public and private bufinefs conftantly draw well informed citizens from all
parts of the union to the feat of government; thefe conftantly going and returning, would diffeminate
the principles of their deliberations. But, above all, the prefs already conveys a general hiltory of
the debates of the houfe of reprefentatives, which, if not accurate, may at all times be corre@ed by
the publications of members mifreprefented, and furm‘{hes all parts of the confederacy with an
ample idea of the conduct of their immediate reprefentatives. The fame effeCts may reafonably be
expefied from the publication of the debates of the fenate ; but whz‘xtervrer may have been the original
policy or impolicy of the meafure, it has now aflumed a more ferious afpect.  The refufal of that
honourable body to comply with the urgent defires of fo refpectable a proportion of their conftituents,
unoppofed by the declared approbation of their cenduct by any part of the union, can hardly, we
think, be juftified by any refinement of theory. If the neglect to open their doors created a jealoufy,
which has hitherto worn the face of remonitrance, or difcovered itfelf in inftructions, requiring that
their legiflative deliberation fhould be public, their abfolute' refufal to comply, feems calculated to in-
{pire fufpicion, and confidence leaves the bofom which fufpicion has once entered, and rarely returns.
We have feen, with peculiar concern, the httle attentien which has been paid by one of yourfelves,
our immediate reprefentatives, to the unanimous voice of your conflituents, exprefled in their in-
ftru&tions of the feffion of this legiflature at November laft ; we therefore again, and in more pofitive
terms, affure you, that we deem a compliance with the wifhes exprefled from the varions parts of the
union, that the doors of the fenate fhould be epened whilft fitting in their legiflative capacity, as ef-
fential to the prefervation of- that entire confidence which the whole union ought to repcfe in that
honourable body, and we call on you to ufe your unremitted exertions to effe® fo important 2
meafure.

By order, - W, HARWOOD, clk.

IWhich were read the firft and fecond time, agrezd to, and fent to the fenate by the clerk.

The fupplement to an a&, entitled, An aét to alter and amend the law in certain cafes, was read
the fecond time by efpecial order, and the qucltion put, That the faid bill do pafs? Determined in
the negative, ' ‘

On motion, the queftion was put on the followingy viz.

Whereas, by an all to appoint an agent for the year 1792, and other purpofes, all the debtors
of this ftate, who have.or might have inftalled under the act rel;iting to the debtors and creditars of
this ftate, were pcrmitted to difcharge their debts by five annual payments, the firft of which was
due and became payable on the firft of December, 1792: And whereas the fecurities of Thomas
Williams paid into the trealury one third part of the principal of their inftalled debt on the 26th day
of July, 1791, which deprived them of the indulgence granted by the a&t of the laft feffion, without
the payment of one fifth of the remaining balance ; and it appearing to this general affembly but
reafonable and right that the faid fecurities thould have every indulgence that other debtors are enti-
tled to, who are at this time compelled to pay but one fifth of their inftalled debt, Resorvep, That
no procefs fhall iffue on the bond or bonds paffed by the fecurities of Thomas Williams to the ftate,
for the debt by them inftalled, before the firft day of December next; provided the intereft now due
thereon be paid before the firft day of April next, and that the fecurities be put on the fame footing

with debtors of this ftate who inftalled under the act to appoint an agent for the year 1792, as to the
future payments of their inftalled debt, .

The yeas and nays being called for by Mr. Mackall, appeared as follow :
A FFIRMATTIYV E

1. Ringgold,  Goldfborough,  Clark, O’Bryon, Nelfon, Loockerman,

E Grahame, Holling{worth, Sprigg, Hutchings, Jarrerz, M¢Mechens

& Ridgely,of Wm. Forman, Cortee, Beatty, Prall, Oneale,

S Kerr, v Ewing, Quynn, Dorfey, Amos, Threlkeld,

= Dathiell, Bowie, Davall, Sappington, Driver, Johnéon. 3i.
Denwood,
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