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1y, nor {hall any procefs againft his real or perfanal praperty have.any.effet thereon, except wti
P izt aGiually and bona fde exceuted befors o ing of this 3 P

@ And be it enatted, That any truftee may {ue for, in his own namie, and recover, any property or

affigned to him by any debtor in virtue of this ac. '

¢ And be it enacted, That if :any creditor, an the application of any fuch «debtor ito-the chancellor,
or within two ycars thereafter, fhall allege, in writing, to the chancellor, or to the general court o;'
the fhore, or the county court of the county, where fuch debtor fhall refide, that fuch debtor hath;
direly or indire&ly, fold, conveyed, leffened, or otherwife difpofed of, -or purchafediin truft for him:
felf, or any of his family or relations, or any other perfon or perfons, intrufted or cencealed any part
of his property of any kind, or any part of his debts, rights.or claims, thereby to deceive or defraud
his creditors, or any of them, or to fecure the fame, or to receive of expeét any profit, benefit or’
advantage, thereby, or that he has paffed bonds or other evidences of debts, either without confider-
ation or on improper confideration, or loft more than one hundred pounds current money by gaming
at any one time within two years before the pgffagc of this a&, the faid chancellor, or court, ma,
thereupon, at the election of the creditor making fuch allegation, either examine the faid debtor, and
any perfon or perfons to whom he may have made any conveyance or conveyances of his property, or

=d bonds or evidences of debts as aforefaid, on interrogatories, on oath or affirmation, touching
the fabject of the faid allegations, or dire& an iflue or iffues in a fummary way, withaut the form of
an action, to determine the truth of the fame ; and if, upon the anfwer to the faid interFogatories, ‘on
the trial of the faid iffue or iffues by a jury, fuch debtor fhall be found guilty of any fraud or deceit
of his creditors, or lofs by gaming as aforefaid, he fhall for ever be precluded from any benefit of this
a& ; and in cale fuch debror, or other perfon, fhall, at any time thereafier, wpon any indictment, be
convicted of wilfully, falfely, and corruptly fwearing or afirming to any matter or thing to which he
(hall fwear or affirm by virtue of this a&, he thall fuffer as in cale of wilful and corrupt perjury, and
be for ever debarred from any benefit of this act.

« And be it ena&ed, That the chancellor may allow any truftee, to be appointed by virtue of this
a&, fuch commiffion for his trouble as he fhall think reafonable, not exceeding five per cent. and if
any complaint fhall be made to the chancellor of the conduét of any truftee, by any creditor intereft~
ed in the diftribution of any eftate, the chancellor may call fuch truftee before him, and inquire into
the caufe of complaint in a fummary way, and make fuch rules and orders as fhall be judged necefary
for the fpeedy accomplifhment of the object of the truft, and punifh the faid truitee, as for a contempt,.
in cafe of his not obeying the fame, and if he thinks it neceffary he may remove the faid truftee, and
appoint another perfon in his places : )

« And be it enacted, That if any debtor, who fhall petition the chancellor in virtue of this a&,
fhall be imprifoned at the time of exhibiting fuch petition, it fhall be lawful for the chancellor to order
the fheriff in whofe cuftody he fhall be, to bring him before him, at a cértain time by him in the faid
order to be appointed, for the purpofe of taking the oath or affirmation herein before mentioned ;
and the faid theriff fhall obey the faid order, and fhall be entitled to a preference, after the difcharge
of all jiens on the f2id debtor’s eftate, to all the other creditors, in the payment of his account
againﬂ: the faid debtor for legal fees of imprifonment, and his reafonable expences in carrying the faid
debtor to the chancellor in obedience to his order as aforefaid, any thing in this a& to the contrary
potwithftanding ; and in cale fuch imprifoned debtor thall have any creditors beyond fea, the chancellor
may, in his diferetion, order the fheriff to bring the faid debtor before him at fuch time as he thinks
proper, and on his taking the oath herein before fncntioned, may dire& that the body of fuch debtor
{hall be difcharged from imprifonment, and appoint a time when fuch debtor fhall appear before him
to anfwer any interrogatories which his creditors may propofe to him, on not lefs than {ix months no-
tice, as aforefaid, any thing in this a& to the contrary notwithftanding ; provided, that fuch difcharge
from imprifonment fhall not operate as a difcharge of any of the debts of the faid imprifoned debtor.

"« And be it enalted, That the chancellor may, by order, limit and appoint the time for creditors
to bring in and declare their claims, and may examine fuch creditors, and alfo the debtor, on oath or
affirmation, coacerning the fame, and, on any contefted claim, may, if he thinks proper, order the
fame, or any fadt concerning the fame, to be tried on an iffue framed for that purpofe, and mav order
any part of ‘the petitioning debtor’s eftate to be fet apart and retained for the eventual fatisfaltion of
any contefted claim, or to brought again into dittribution; and if any creditor, to whom a real
debt is due, fhall collude with the debtor to gain an undue preference in the fatisfa&tion of his debt,
ot for concealment of any part of the debtor’s eftate or effects, or fhall contrive .or concert any ac-
knowledgment of the debtor, by parole, or in writing, or any kind of fecurity, to give fal(z colour to
his claim, for more than is bond fide due, fuch creditor fhall lofe his debt truly due, and fhall be to-
tally excluded in the diftribution. .

& And be it enalted, That if the faid debtors, or any of them, fhall be arrcfted or imprifoned on
any procefs fued out on any judgment or decree obtained againft them, or any of them, for any debt,
damages or cofts, contradled, owing, or growing due before the pafling of this al;: the court out of
which fuch procefs iffued, fhall and may difcharge fuch debtor, on motion; and if the faid debtors,
or any of them, {hall be arrefted or imprifoned on any procefs for the recovery of any debt, damages
‘oc cofts, contradted, owiag, of growing due before the pafling of this adl, the court, before whom fuch
‘procefs {hall be returned, and may difcharge fych debtor or de

toce!s 1 4 ] or debtors- ous, of cuftody, on his com-
' tagn, appearance being returned, without aay fpecial bails pravided, that the difcharge of fuch debtor
or debtors thall not acquit any other perfon fram fuch debt, damagss of cofls, or any part thereof,

but thar slk fach perfons {hall be anfwerable for the fame, in fuch mannsc as. they were before the

pafling this 3&t. _ l “ fud



