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wou!d then permiffively convey information to th.ir conflituents, which the dignity and fecurity of
the body cannot allow, whilft their debates, fecluded from public infpeltion, aduiit of no imp rtial
seftimony. " ,

The duration of the time for which they are ele&ted, and the diffcrent periods at which their offices
expire, render that body in effect permanent. They admit no conftitutional medé by which an ¢
tire change could be effelted, fhould ever corruption pervade the mafs or taint their pioceedings, a-d
they afford but few opportunities of withdrawing confidence once improperly repoted in i idual
members. Thefe combined confiderations alfo fumﬁih additional and powerful motives for adiitn,g
their conftituents to a knowledge of their deliberations, and to a minute infpz&ion of their general (;.;3
individual condud, and we hold it no found argument that the admiffion could extend Onl;: to the in-
habizants of tha feat of their deliberations.  When the curtain is withdrawn, any audicice will com.
mand refpedt from thole who alt on the theatre of public life, and fentiments, that would be avowdd
under the veil of privacy, would then fhrink from infpection. ’

Bt we learn from experience, that the calls of public and private bulinels conftantly d-aw well-in.
form=d cizizens from all parts of the union to the feat of government; thefe continually going aad re-
turning, woull dificminate the principics of their deliberations; but above all) the pref 2lrendy conveys
a generdl hiltory of the debates of the reprefentative branch of government, waich, if 1ot accurate,
muy at 2!l times be corre&ed by the publications of members mifvepicfeated; and furnithes all parts of
the confederacy with an ample idea of the capacity and conduct of their immediate reprefentatives,
The fam= efelts may be reafonably expelled from the pubiication of the debates of that body;
and althouzh they might be protracted to a greater length, of which we doubty as the vanity of ap-
pearing coafpicuous wiil not probably operate fo ftrongly on men of riper years, and as the order en-
forced by infpeltion would exclude lengthy converfations; yet, as this branch are Wbliged to con i-
nue in feflon during the whole time occupied by the dehiberations of the other, it is reafonable to
conclude, that the greater number of that body, and confequently of perions who engaze in debate,
will confame more time than could be compeniuted by the greater varicty of fenatorial duties, it fuch
do exiit.

Dut whatever may have been the original policy or impolicy of the mealure, it has now aflumed a
more {2rioes alpelt. The refufal of that honourable body to comply with the urgent deiires of fo
refpeitable a proportion of their conftituents, unoppeled by the dedlared approbation of their conduct
by any part ¢! the union, can hardly, we think, be jullified by any sefinement of theary. If the

eg‘,ef} to opza their doars created ajcaloufy, which has hitherto worn the face of remonftrance, or
ditenvered 1t in in'tructions) requiring that their legiflative deliberations theuid be public; their
abfolate refuisl to comply, feems calculated to infpire fulpicion; conhdence leaves the bofom tiat
fufpicion once enters, and rarely returns. We, your immediate conftituents, futished that this fice
communication of our fentiments will produce the defired effect, aflure you, that we deem a com-
pliance wita tne withes expreffed from the various parts of the union, that their deors thould be open
whiilt fitting in their lezillative capacity, as efleatial to the prefervation of that entire contidence
which the whole union ought to repofe in that honoutable body. -

By order, ' W. HARWOOD, clk.

Which was read, and the queftion put, That the houfe agree thereto? The yeas and nays being

called for by Mr. Chefley, appeared as foliow :
A FFIRMATTIVE

Thomas, Chapman, Fcclelton, Quynn, Beatty, Ot
Hopawell, Ridgely, of Wm. Miller, Scuey, Burkhart, Swearingen,
2 Comegys, Gouzgh, R. Bond, Wright, Prall, . Oncule,
© N. Worthington, Cockey, - Holiinglworth, O'Bryon, Willon, Dealins,
< Mercer, Waggaman, \dhan, Rarnes, Douglafs, Crelap,
= Wilkinon, Denwood, T. Marfhall, Dennis, Y.occkerman, Tomlinicn,
Chefley, Lecompte, Clark, Flolland, Whitely, Jacub. 46.
Craik, Frazier, T. Gant, J. P. Marthall, ‘
N EG AT TV E
M-:=ffieurs” Duvall, ‘ Kcy. 2.

So it was refolved in the alSrmative.

Sent to the fenate by the clerk.
On motion, OrpeRED, That th= committee appointed to bring in a fupplement to the a&t for re-

ulating the time, places and manner, of holding eleétions for delegates to reprefent this ftate in the
congrefs of the United States, and for other purpofes, be difcharged, and that this houfe will, on
Saturday next, refolve into a committee of the whole, to take the fubjet matter thereof into confi-

deration.

Mr. Wrizht has leave of abfence, to take place on Monday next.

. Mr. Wright, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Spesker a bill, entitled, An a&
refpecting the equity jurifdi&tion of the county courts; which was read the firft time and ordered to
lie on the table. i

. Mr. N. Worthington, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a report from
the committee appointed to inquire what laws have or will expire during this fefion; which was
read,

- On motion, the queftion was put, That leave be given to bring in a biil, entitied, An att to alter
the fecond, ffteenth and twenty-fixth fetions of the conftitution of this f{tate, and to difqualify
members of congrefs from holding  feat in the legiflature or executive of this ftatc? The yeas and

nays being called for by Mr. Lecompte, appeared as follow :
» ’ AFFIRM A-




