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- duving the fame period 5 fubjet neverthelefs to fuch difpofition thereof, -different from the prcfentap- o

propriations, as may be made by the legiflature during this feffion of aflembly.- , v
Sent to the fenate, with the refolution in favour of William Moore, by Mr. Quynn, s - = .
Mr. Key and Mr. Pinkney have leave of ablence. Mr, Wilkinfon and Mr. Smith " have leave of ° . -
abfence till Thurfday next. ’ R T

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o'clock.

S AT UURD A Y, November 20, 1790, ;
‘HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr, Pinkney, Mr.. Snﬁth, o
Mr. Wilkinfon, and Mr. Key. The proceedings of yefterday ayere g8 R L

‘The bill to punith profane curfing, fwearing, drunkennefs and fabbith breaking, and to repeal the
a& of aflembly therein mentioned, was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table, =~ = *

Mr. Tilghman, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following re-
‘port : S | °

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of Anna Matia Sewell, report, that thef have
taken the fame into confideration, and find, that the faid Anna Maria Sewell and her hufband have
for a confiderable time paft lived feparare from each other, and that a continuance of their connexion
=, will not probably contribute to that happinefs which it was originally intended to fecure. And irfur-
= ther appears to the committee, that the condult of Mr. Sewell, as far as it has been difclofed to them,
has been truly reprefented in the petition. , :

‘The committee are of opinion, that the diffolution of the marriage contralt is an extremely delicate
fubjelt, and ought to be juftified by powerful reafons before it is determined on. But that cafes do
exitt where divorces would be right and proper, it is difficult to doubt. In mary governments the
Jjudiciary has the power of granting them under particular circumftances; and in others, .ybhere no
ordinary tribunal is competent to adjudge them, legiflative interference has been frequently obtained ;
“ bug.in the prefent cafe, the committee can fee no reafon fufficiently ftrong to induce the legiflature to
interpofe. They may think it hard that the matrimonial union thould be perpetuated where the af-
fections have been withdrawn, or where either of the parties has ceafed to purfue the welfare of the
other, but ftiil it cannot but occur to them, that to deftroy fo facred a connexion upon grounads of
fuch a nature, would be dangerous as a precedent, and unwarrantable in itfelf. The committee are
therefure of opinion, that the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted.

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

By order, ~J. WINCHESTER, jun. clk.
Which was read the firft and fecond time and concurred with.

The refolution in favour of Robert Britt and Roger Skiventon, was read the fecond time 2nd dif-
fented to. : -

M, Seney, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of James Hutchings, report, that the houfe
of Thomas Eden, and company, of London, were indebted to the petitioner in the year 1774 and
1775 in a confiderable fum of money, which, during the war, he had no opportunity of drawing
out of their hands, fo as to obrain pofleflion of it himfelf, or place it in the hands of any friend in
America ; that after the declaration of independence, to wit, in April, 1780, he drew bills on the
faid Eden, and company, in favour of Sir Robert Eden, or Mr. Edwards, of London, or any other
perfon of charatter and fortune, for [. 1500 fterling, on which bills Sir Robert received from the
~company the fum of £. 750 fterling. . _

The committee are induced to believe, from the tenor of the bills, and from Mr. Hutchings’s af-
- furances, that the reafon which induced him to draw thefe bills, was 2n idea of confifcation of Ame-
gican property in England, and that he was in hazard of lofing his debt.™

The committee further find, that on this claim being laid before the auditor by the petitioner, for
~allowing a confifcation of Sir Robert’s property, referred it to the attorney-general, who, ona Vit
* of Mr. Hutchings’s account (which ftates a lcan generally) gave his opinion that‘t!;g;{%atc ough
. to pay it, as the money was lent, after the dcclaration of independcn'ce, toa Brmﬁ}feﬂem}'; b%

does not, under the circumftances now difclofed, ftrik: the committee in this point of ¥iew ; for Vir.
“ Hutchings, in drawing bills, did no more than attempt to transfer his debt, which ht; feared whas
ikely to be whoily loft, from one Britith enemy to another, at a time too when it was impratticable
or him to place it in any other hands ; they ar?hcrefore of opinion that the ftate fhould pay the pe-
“titioner the fum of /. 834 current money (the balance now due from SirjRobert Eden to him) if the
confifcated property of Sir Robert Eden is fufficient for that purpofe.
- All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

By order, T. PURDY, clk.

hich was read. N - v
The report on the memorial of James M‘Henry, was read the fecond time and concurred with.
- M. Hollingfworth, from the committee, brings in and delivers to-Mr. Speaker the following
eport : :

p’%HE committee to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Ruflell; report, that they have
é@xamined the petition, and the feveral vouchers relative thereto, and find, that the lands in his furvey
'were engaged to him by the late intendant of the revenue at the fame rate of other lands of equal va-
ue,s Your committee therefore are of opinion, that a bill thould pafs this honourable houfe, per-
mitting the faid Ruflell to pay for the faid lanc}{ at the rate of feven fhillings and fix-pence per acar:é
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