EEDINGS, November, 1789.
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and m{dmcy;wfich may attend their ‘en

" we are induced to fear that.the real value, which may be finally received -into' the treafury, will be

cly thoet of the prefent- expelation, and perhaps. infufficient to difcharge the certificates iffued
on the claims of thefe creditors, It is thercfore conceived to be moft proper for the legiflature not
- to authorife any additional certificates of this kind to be iffued, becaufe when they are once granted,
 the ftate muft become anfwerable in any event, even though the value of the property intended for
their payment fthould prove deficient. ' ]
Tt is for thefe reafons that we take the liberty to advife the expediency of an a& of affembly which
might ferve as a lg:;eral regulation in cafes of this nature, providing that fuch claims of the creditors -
of perfons convicted or attainted of treafon as have been adjufted and admitted, fhould remain thus
liquidated upon the books of the auditor-general, and that the payment, or other fatisfaction thereof,
fhould be poftponed until the money fhall be received from the purchafers of this property, and de-
pofited in the treafury ; or providing, if it be more agreeable to the creditors, that the téeafurer be
authorifed to affign the bonds executed on this account to the amount of each particular claim in
difcharge thereof ; and if the bonds cannot be eafily negotiated in this manner, that he be authorifed
to ifue orders on the debtors, or their fecurities, to the amount of the creditor’s claim, in difcharge
of the like fums upon their bonds, and upon refufal to pay, that the fame proceedings be allowed
upon fuch orders for the recovery of the money as are allowed upon the original bonds lodged in the
treafurer’s office, and permitting fuch orders to be fufficient evidence of the demand. Upon this
fyftem the claims of this kind could be fettled or compromifed between the individual creditor and
debtor, and the ftate be freed from much embarraffment from both. How far thefe ideas may be
extended to other public fubje&s of a pecuniary nature, is fubmitted to the wifdom of your houfe.
We find that property, both real and perfonal, is accumulating or returning upon our hands, and
we cannot but with thar a power fhould be vefted fome where to difpofe of the fame for certificates,
or to affign the fame to the public creditors who may choofe to accept thereof in difcharge of their
debts, upon fome terms or price to be mutually agreed to. B
By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.
The refolution refpeting Benjamin Lamming, endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, December 4, 1789:
« Read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. ‘

« By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.
“ By the fenate, December 8, 1789 : Read the fecond time and diffented to. _
<« By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.”

The refolution in favour of Nancy Handy, endorfed ; « By the fenate, December 3, 1789 : Read -
« the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

« By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.
« By the fenate, December 8, 1789: Read the fecond time and diffented to.
« By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.”

The following meflage and refolution : )
By tae S EN A T E, Decemser 5, 1789. °
GENTLEMEN,
A BILL for the gradual abolition of flavery, and for preventing the rigorous exportation of ne-
grocs and mulattoes from this ftate, has been originated in this houfe, and lain fome time for confi-
eration. The great importance of this fubjet, whether confidered with a view to the perfons
whom it concerns, or to the advantage and happinefs of the community at large, appears to be fuch
as to require peculiar inveftigation, and the moft ferious attention of the legilaturc, Hence it is
conceived, that a difcuffion of this fubject by a joint committee of both houfes: will be proper, that
by a candid exchange of fentiments fuch a fyftem may be reported, as will be thought moft agreeable
as well to the fenfe of both branches of the legiflature, as to the fenfe of our fellow-citizens. Wit};
this view, we have framed the refolution which accompanies this meflage, and do requeft that a com-
mittee be appointed, on the part of your houfe, to inveftigate the fubjet of the bill above men-
ﬁ:vn:i,ef :?rt:d t?;ezglglttee chofen on the Part of the fenate, to whom, under this expectation, we
By order, - H. RIDGELY, clk.
By tTHe SEN A T E, DecemBer 5, 1789.
ResoLvED, That the bill, entitled, An a& to promote the gradual abolition of {lavery, and to
prevent the rigorous exportation of negroes and mulattoes from this ftate, be committed to Charles
Carroll, John Hall and Nicholas Hammond, Efquires; and that a meflage be prepared and fent to
the houfe of delegates, requefting a committee to be appointed, on the part of that houfe, to invefti-
. gate the fubje&t with the above committee of the fenate, in order that their opinion thereon may be
reported to the legiflature, for their confideration.
By order, . H. RIDGELY, clk.
Az:d a letter from the preﬁdcr!t of the council of the sth inftant, enclofing a letter from William
Kilty, with fundry-papers of information refpecting his agency, and an account current between the
{t‘ate and colonel Hollingfworth, one of the ftate agents, endorfed ; « By the fenate, December 8
1789 : Read and referred to the conﬁderl;ttion of the houfe of delegates. | ’
e « By order, - H. RIDGELY, clk.”
Wbl&were read, and the letter from Wn’hiam Kilty, and account of colonel Holiingfw,orth, re-
fel’redT_ ed to Mr. Pinkney, Mr. Faw, Mr. Craik, Mr. W. Tilghman, Mr. N. Worthington, Mr. ]J.
_jun..and Mr. Ridgely, to confider and report thereon. °
. Mutray has leave of abfence.
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