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And, -Shereas it has been poprefentad to. 4 general affembly, that certain property, real, perfonal
and grixed, ot the rents and, prohts thecreofy, have: heen herctqfore- applied to the ude;: fupport and

: r, of the minéfters of the Roman catholic religion, althou.gh the faid property hath been-

‘ by cenm( ‘;jn' ixdividuah\;s t?:: legal 'p:gpriet%rs z&er;o;t; !;;t ‘ITE: a co?ﬁdential or
implied truft, that the (aid property, an rents and profits thereof, thou faithfully applied
te the ufe, fuppert or maintenance, of the minifters of the Roman catholic religion : Andywh?r)eas-,
by the declaxarion of rights, all gifts, fales oe devites, for the fupport, ufe or benefit, of any minifter
or pregcher of - the gofpel as.fuch, or-of any religious fect or denomination, without the leave of the
legflature, are declared to be void : And whereas it is highly reafonable and juft to grant unto the
‘mniters of the Roman catholic religion, who are citizens of this flate, that legiflative aid without
which thoy will be deftitute of that prote&ion and fecurity. to their property to which they are en-
titled equally with every other fQ or denomination of chriftians ; Be it-enalted, That every legal

oprietor. or podleflor of- any property, real, perfonal or mixed, beld and pofieffed by him, on or
greforc the fourteenth day of  Anguft, feventeen hundred and feventy-fix, under a conhdential truft,
that the fame, or the rents or profits thereof, fhould be applied to the ufe, fupport or maintenance,
of the mintfters of the Roman cathalic religion, and every legal proprietor or pofleflor of any pro-
perty, real, perfonal or mixed, acquired fince the faid fourteenth day of Auguft, feventcen hundred
and feventy-fix, by exchange for property held under a confidential truft as aforefaid, before the faid
fourteenth day of Auguil, feventeen hundred and feventy-fix, or purchafed with money or other
valuable confideration beld by fuch proprietor or poflefior in confidential truft as aforefaid, or arifing
from the rents, iffues and profits, of {uch property, acquired before. the period aforefaid, may have
full power and authority, at-any time hereafter, to execute an inftrument of writing, declaring the
fes for which the faid property hath been or is held by him, or he may, by deed or otherwife,
convey the fame in truft to any one or more of the minifters of the Roman catholic religion,
being citizens of this - flate, and exercifing their minifferial funcions agreeably to the eftablithed
rules and difcipline of their church, and to the regulations to be agreed upon at the firft meeting for
choofing truftees purfuant to the direGtions of this a&, and for fuch pious purpofes as the fame hath
been confidentially held by him, which feid declaration or deed fo to be made, fhall be figned by the
party making the fame in prefeace of two witnefles, acknowledged as aforefaid, and on the faid de-
claration orngced (hall be endarfed the affidavit of the party, that the property comprehended iu fuch des
claration or deed was really and bona fide held by him for pious purpofes, or acquired as aforefaid in
manaer and for the purpoles aforefaid, and the faid affidavit fhall be recorced with the faid declaratie
on or deed within fix months after the exccution thereof.

And be it enacted, That the faid perfon or perfons, and their fucceflors, in whofe favour the faid
declaration or deed fhall be made, thall be vefted with fuch eftate in fee or lefler eftate, according te
the true intent and meaning of the faid declaration or deed, and true intent of the party or parties
making the. fame. . ( L '

And be it enaded, That it thall and may be lawful for the minifters of the Roman catholic relis
gioa within this flate, ciuzens thereof, and exercifing their minifterial functions agreeably to their

i rules and difcipline, to choofe, at their difcretion, certain perfons of their order, citizens
of the ftate, notiefs than five; nor.more. than feven, to conflitute a body politic or corporate ;
which faid body politic or Torporate may acquire -and hold, by deed ar otherwife, from any one of
their pway body, any propesty-eld in confidentizd truft before the fourteenth day of Auguit, feven.
teen hundred and. fewenty-fis; or-acquired fibce that-period by exchange or purchafe from funds
wifing frooi fuch property: held in confidential truft before the: faid fourteenth day of Auguft, feven-
teen hundred ané feventy-fixy:and which property fhall be under their fole control and mamagement,
and the faid minifters may do every, thing by this a& appointed for, or required of, any particular
church, fociety or congregation, in electing, inflituting and perpetuating, its refpetive coporation.

And, whereas by the declaration of rights it was, among other things, proyvided, that the
churches,. chiapels, glebes, and all other property belonging to the church “of England, now deno-
minated the Peowfant Epifcopal Church, in this flate, ought to remain to the faid church for ever:
And wheress certain laws oracts have been pafled for the eftablithment of bodies politic, by the
aame of Sele@ Veftries, for the prefervation of the faid property, and applying towards the fupport
of mimifters and readers,. cherks and regifters, ‘of the fard church; Be it therefore enacted, That
che minifter and veilry of every-proteftant epifcopal church or congregation in this ftate, within
their refpective hou.n& or diftri@s, heretofore called parifhes, fhally' as a body politic, upon the
footing ef equallibbrty, without being obliged to any change of n2me, or any diminution of their
former rigis ander the faid veftry a8, be entitled unto, and have all and fingular, fuch other znd
farthes mghts, franchifes, immunities, and enfargement or extenfion, of their property and eftates,
as the minifter, truftees and body politic, of any other church or congregation are entitled to, or
tan of right have, clwim or enj , under this act.. : S : -

And be itfurther enaded, That if heretofore there has been, or hereafter fhall be, any failure or
negle@ o xhoofe veftrymen aocording t0 law, on any Eafter Manday, or ‘otherwife, to the injury
of the vefiry of any proweftant epifcopal charch or congregation, it thall and may be lawfud for the
miinifter of fisch church or congregation, and in the abfence ar want of a minifter, for any two of
the former veftrymen, by advertifemems put up at fuch church, to notify and call a meeting of the
g:ﬂb‘s entithed to vote for veftrymen, on the firft Monday of any montb fucceeding that on which

after falls, in crder to hold 2 new elettion for reviving and continuing fuch veftry according to
Taw, and in the manner in-which fuch eletion ought to have been held by law on the Eatter Mon-
day precsdiag. K SRt :
s And,



