a2hd other lands and tenements; andralfo in every. Mmge,fchwwmngm, .
houfe of worthip-and burying=ground;. belonging to; ang in: the uie qf uthe spartiadancchimrhs fos:
ciety or congregation, for which they are reipectively -chofen.as: 2 ‘body ipolrtic- of Jeo o
{hall alfo, by their refpeltive names or titles, haye:abfolute praperty -in m;wm
naments, and-all-goods and chattels, belonging to the:faid church; fociety or caagregatigi, .wheither
the f{aid lands-and tenements, parfonage, church, chapel,.mecting-iruie, son.other hoafet  Searthing:
and alfo whether the faid books, plate and other ornuments, and the ﬁdqwdsm‘m Aiaver
been given, granted or devifed, direétly to the faid church, . fociety or RONGregATHYLONIQ HOFPEry
fon or perfons in truft, to and for their ufe. Joae LAV et i s s el o]
" Provided neverthelefs, That if there be any perfon or perfons whatoeves who mzy.hyvenlegad’
right to, and be in the a&ual poffeffion of, any fuch lands and tenementts, ~it thail zad ‘may be lawiob
for any fuch perfon or perfons to declare, by an’ inftrument in writing, tran{mitted fo the trafices or-
corporation of the particular church, fociety or congregation, of whichishe, fhe or. they, may be.
refpe&tively members, the ufe or truft for which he, 1he or they, will pollefs or enjoyzhe fame ; 20d
if any fuch perfon or perfons will declare that he, fhe or they, have held-and enjoyedthe fame tends:
and tenements for the ufe of, or in truft for, the particular church; -fociety or cangregatiam, of
which he, fhe or they, may be refpectively members, and fhail be williag.that the fame be zppiied
to, and for the ufe and benefit of, fuch particular church, fociety ot congregatiop, them, and in fuch
cafe, the perfon or perfons fo holding and enjoying . the fame lands and tenements, thall, bya deed:
of indenture proper for fuch purpofe, convey and make ‘over to the truftees or.body - politic or cor«
porate of fuch particular. church, fociety or congregation, the faid lands;gnd tenements o, 2and for
the ufe and benefit of, fuch church, fociety or congregation ; but if -any perfon.ar: perfons ghalk,
refufé to make the declaration aforefaid, or be unwilling to make any fuch conveyance of the Aai
tands and tenements, then, and in fuch calfe, he, fhe or they, fhall not be affected by the operation
this act; and the faid corporations or truftees fhall alfo, by their faid refpective names ar trthos, TECEIVE
all debts due, or that fhall become due, to the faid church or congregation, ‘and fee for abd recover
the fame in any court of law.or equity in this ftate, in the name and #or the ufe of the: faid churchy
fociety or congregation, to which they refpetively. belong, as truftees or a body politic-or corporate.
And, whereas the declaration of rights prohibits every religious feft, order ar denominatian of
chriftians, as fuch, from receiving any fale, gift or devife of lands, goods or chattels, exaspr not
more than two acres of land fora church, meeting-houfe, or other houfe of worfhip, 2nd for  burymg<
ground, without the leave of the legiflature ; Be it enacted, That every body politic ‘ot corporure
aforefaid, and their fucceffors, or the major part of| them, by their refpective names. or- titkes, thalt
be able and capable in law to purchafe, hold, poflefs and enjoy, in fee-fimple, or for any other ks
eftate or eftates, any lands, tenements, reats, annuities, or other hereditaments, within this {tzie,
by the gift, grant, bargain, fale, alienation, enfeofment or confirmation, of any perfon az:perforesy
bodies politic or corporate, capable in law to make the fame, provided the {ame be.made by ir=
denture duly acknowledged and recorded according telaw, and fuch lands, tenements, rents,; An-
nuities, or other hereditaments, or.any lefs eftates, rights or interefts, of or in thé fame, fo g anty
alien, fell or transfer ; and alfo that every the faid corporation of body politicy. #nd: taeaa_Bugrelioes;
or the major part of them, feverally by their. faid refpective names ar-titles; may«take and/receive
any fum or fums of money, any-kind, manner or postion, of goadsAna..-:&:-rhacmk,' that {hal.be fold,
given or bequeathed to them-as aforefaid, by any - pesfon or perfons, b@?ﬂc&ncm “Ccay
pable in law to make a gift, fale or bequeft thereof; and employ thefamé for e bemehe #nd.ale of
the particular church, fociety or congregation, ‘whereunto they relpectively shelong as.x body peiits
or corporate ; ‘provided always, that the faid boquitfts be not made n-the:dalt fickoefs of the teftator §
and provided alfo, that the clear yearly value of mefluages, haufes, dands, senements, rents, anoulties,
and other hereditaments, interefts, property and eftate, real and perfonaly-of what natuge. ar kind
foever, of any particular corporation whatever, or their fucceflors, fhall not exceed-sive. fuwm of ane
thoufand pounds :current money, and all gifts, grants -and bequefts, made to any ‘bedy: politic or
corporate aforefaid, or their fucceffors, after the dear yearly‘value of their eftates, realwod perfonal,
of what nature or kind foever, thall amount to the faid fum of -one thoufand pounds current money,
and all bargains and purchafes to be made by any -truftees or corparation aforefzid, or their {uccei-
fors, which may increafe the yearly value of the faid eftate above or. béyond fhe ttandard sforefz d,
fhall be abfolutely void and of none effe¢t; and provided alfo, that mo- corporationiar body poling
aforefaid, or their fucceflors, thall grant, alten, {ell or transfer, fuch lands, tcnements, annuities, Of
transfer fuch lands, tenements, annuities, or other herediaments, or asy. defs. efhates, .oghts or in-
terclts, in the fame, or difpofe of any kind, manner or portion, of goods or chattels, or any fum
or fums of money above twenty pounds current money, or {ell, alien or transfer, any charch, chapeh
meeting-houfe, or other houfe of worfhip, or-burying-ground, or apply to the: lemilature for .tezve
to fell, alien, or transfer the fame, unlefs thereunto authorifed by a majonty of the: votes of tie
church, fociety or congregation, whereunto they refpeltively belong ‘as 2-hody politic or; corperatc ;
and in cafe any body politic or corporate, or their fucceflors, or any.of them, fhall alt coptrary to
the provifions herein exprefled, then, and in every fuch cafe, fuch fales, gifts ar graots, (fialb be nod
and void, and cach and every member who {hall ‘have concurred in effending as aferefdid, fthall be
for ever thereafter incapable of executing the trufts created by this act ; and-tae faid-churchy; focrety
or congregation, to which the faid truftees or body politic fo offending did belong, faal; and ‘may
proceed, at their difcretion, to appoint and choofe, as herein before direéted, a fufhcignt.rrumber
of perfons qualified as aforefaid to act as truftees, or a body palitic or corparate, for and- an behalf
of the faid church, fociety or corporation. B -
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