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_ 'bxnia_n.x-:n,',T hat the fame, be taken into confideration on the fecond Tuefday of the next {elior

of affembly. ST o oo e T SR

"~ “The letters from Francis Deakins, were read.  ORD rep, That Mr. T. Johnfon, Mr. Chafe, ~ |
‘Mr. Shaw, Mr. ‘Gough, Mr. B. Worthington, Mr. ofhua Seney, Mr. Oneale, Mr. Bruce and '
Mr. Brown, be a committee to confider and report thereon. e o

- Mr. Lecompte, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :
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*THE committee to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Dorfey, of ‘Anne-Arundel

county, beg leave to report, that they have, attentively con{xdered the allegations of the faid peti-

- tioner, and find, that he, with others, ‘his partners, being indebted for bar-iron bought at from
ninety tO one; hundred pounds per tun, of certain purchafers of confifcated property, pafled bonds:
to the ftate on the twenty-fecond day of Februaryy feventeen handred and eighty-two, for the fum
of eight thoufand one hundred and forty pounds in contirlental ftate and ftate money ; -that the pe-
Vtitioner’s fituation in this - cafe hath become truly diftrefling, not only by reafon of the very highy '
price comracted to be paid for.the above iron, ‘but alfo by reafon of the unfortunate circumftances -
of the other obligors, who in all probability will-be unable to affift him in difcharging any confide-
rable part of the aforefaid bonds ; that the petitioner hath, by (ale of his property at a price greatly . '
under its real value, and by loan from his friends, obtained and paid into the tréafury final fettlements
to the amount of eight thoufand one hundred and fifty-hix pounds five fhillings, in lieu of .three .
: thoufand. five;hundred and twenty-five pounds, being one third of the fum then due on the aforefaid
bonds, agrceably to a refolution of the lait feffion ;- that although™ by an uncommon exertion the

titioner hath folely paid the whole of {zid laft mentioned fum, ‘for property enjoyed, not only by

himfelf, but alfo by others, it appears to your committee, that even this fum, under the terms of the
faid: refolution, mutt be forfeited by his inability to comply with a fecond payment, {hould not the
Jegiflature homanely interpofe ; that the faid petitioner, much itwolved by private debts, and having
a numerous family, hath, by his condu, evidenced the {trongeft difpohition to do every a& of jul- i
tice towards his creditors which could be confiftent with his duty towards them.

.

Your committee have reafon to believe, that the petitioner would, by a continuance of ‘a copdud
fimilar to that which he hath exhibited, effect the laudable objeds of his aim, if aided by the lenity
of the general aifembly, but i otherwifz, that his and a refpectable family’s ruin are inevitable.

Y our committee beg leave to oblerve, that although in general cafes of this kind they feel no incli-
nation to indulge, yeb that on a {rious review of, and refletion upon, the whole circumftances
attending the prefent peculiar cafe, they thinx the petitioner’s application merits - the moft benign -
attention, and that his prayer ought to be granted. Y our committee conceives, that juftice requires

a law to be pafled, placing the petitioner, oOr any other of the obligors afarefaid ‘making payments.
on the aforetaid bonds,, in the like fituation of the ftate as to means of compelling- payment of the '
fums refpe@ively duc from every obligor. R .

All which is fubmitted to the. honourable houfe.. : N ~ '
e e By order, “A. GOLDER, clk. .
Which was read. o . . o
“Mr. Chafe, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:

THE committee to whom was referred the petition of fundry inhabitants of ‘Baltimore-town, -
- praying relief from leafes for ground-rent, becaufe the annual rents received are, in general, extrava-

- gandy exceflive, and in many inftanees exceed double the value of* the property in fee-fimple, and
reprefenting that hundreds of valuable mechanics, and others, with their families, ‘will be utterly

rained without fome redrefs from the legiflature, beg leave to repoity that they have confidered the

' faid petition, aad believe the fact- ftated therein to be true. . ' :
“ L Your committee beg leave to report their opinion, that great regard ought to be paid to private
" contradts, and that the legiflature ought not to interfere, unle(s in cafes of jgreat neceflity, anfing
" Yrom manifeft grievance%and oppreffion to ‘numbers of people, and where noredrefs can be obtained " -
- ~But from the fupreme authority of government. Your  mmittee - are of opinion, that the calamity ‘
“-%rid grievance, uncer which the petitioners labour, is very ‘oppreflive and extenfive, and muft ine-
 yitably ruin numbers of them, with their families.  Your committee are of opinion, that no general
“rile of relief can be eftablithed, and therefore that each cafe ought to be ftated, and that the perfons
' interefted ought to have notice of the application to the gengral affembly. - . .

. tWFayr-committee on the whole, beg leave to recommend ‘the following refolutions to the honour- -
able houfe: Lo ‘ . L _
“"ResoLvep, That the faid petition be referred to the confideration of the next feffion of affembly,

_ and that notice of the.faid petition be given to the perfons interefted, by. perfonal notice, or by ad-
vertifemeats in the public papers, and that council be heard on the fubjelt matter of the faid petition,
at the bar of the houfe, if defired.. , N S : S

REsoLVED, That it be earneftly recommended to the landlords 3nd tenants interefted in the faid -
. petition to compromife, by agreement or arbitration,- the rents Aeferved, on reafonable and jutt
~* All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe. - , : : :
R : - . By order, - _ " A. GOLDER, clk.

A petition fom Charles Mankin, of Charles ‘cg;unty, colle@or of ,the public tax for the year

1785, praying 2 law may pafs allowing him the ‘fame fpeedy remedy againft his deputies that the
@ate’has againt him, was pref,c_r_red and read. . S ,
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