toz VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, November,. 1786.

mean time, fo far as the faid confolidated funds fhall be adequate to, or may be pledged for, fuch
‘payments ; but thefe intereit warrants will not be equal in value to {pecie of the fume amount, and
confequently the public creditors will not receive what was engaged to be paid themn by the confoli-
dating act. .
- > Anather objection, ftill more forcible, lies againft this bill.  Thefe intereft warrants gre made re-
teivable in payment of any aflfeflment, tax or duty, due to the ftate. "I'oo great a proportion of the
ublic aflefiment is now payable in certiticates, and we are unwilling to adopt any meafure which may
increafe that evil, and obitruct the influx of fpecie into the treafury, in difcharge of taxes. ‘The re-
ceipt of certificates into the treafury would leflen the capital of the flate debt, and the intereft war-
rants, propoifed to be iflued by the bill, might prevent the accumulatian of intereft, but they will not
. afford any relicf to the federal government, which has called upon fome of the ftates, and among
" others upon this, to raife troops, and have folicited loans of money for equipping and paying them,
and have pledged the federal revenue expected to be raifed in the courfe ot the prefent year from the
{everal ftates for the payment of thefe loans., "I'he latter part of this bill takes from the courts of juftice
the decifion upon contracts between the ftate and purchasers of certain confifcated property, and de-
clares, that the operation of the contract {hall depend upon the purchafer’s conftruétion of the law, a
rule equally new and exceptionable.

We rejected the bill for the relief of infolvent debtors, not that we are averfe to a bankrupt law,
but becaufe the propoied regulations differed fo widely from thofe we think juft and expedient, that it
would have yzquired more time to amend the bill, and model it into a good fyftem, thar. could be
- fpared, when objects more prefling and important engrofied our attention. |

We have truly ftated the reafons whivh induced us to reject the bills herein mentioned. We hum-
bly hope the rectitude of our intention: will juftify us before God, and we doubt not the reafons af-
figned will fuily vindicate our conduct to thofe of our fellow-citizens who will examine thém care-
fully and with temper.  Our characters nught to exempt us from the reproach of duplicity ; no part

of our conduct can warrant the imputaticn, or juftly fubjet us to the fufpicion of having an intereft
feparate from that of the people, or of briny impatient of equal liberty. Some of us have been iu the
fenate for ten years, A new election has lately been made, and a majority of the old compofe the
prefent fenate. From this re-clection and continuance of the fame perfons in the fame truit, we may,
without vanity, linfer, that the conduct of the late fenate has been generally approved, and that no
fufpicions are entertained againft the prelent. We therefore flatter ourfelves, that we pofiefs the con-
fidence of the people. 1f; for a fteady adherence to principles we conceive intimately connected with
the profperity of the ftate, that confidence thould be withdrawn, we fhall regret this unmerited
change of fentiment, but we {hould certainly deferve to forfeit the efteem of our fellow-citizens, if,
accommodating our condult to the opinions of others, we betray a want of fuflicient fortitude, even
to riik temporary difapprobation to fecure permanent happinefs to this country. We cannot confent
to clofe the feflion without preifing upon your candid and ferious attention the important fubjets re-
ferred .to in this meflage, and exprefling our opinion, that the legiflature is bound to attend to thefe
fubjects, and to adopt the proper means for carrying them into execution. A {fpring feflion will be
attended with great inconvenience to individuals, and an unneceflary expence to the public; to de-
fray this expence, additional taxes muft be laid upon the people, who are reprefented by you as un-
able to pay thofe taxes which cannot be difpenfed with, but at the hazard of all order and govern-
ment. .Vz/e, are ready and willing to accede to any meafures which fhall appear to us calculated to °
promote the public weifare, give flrength to the confederacy, and ftability te our government; and
we exceedingly lament, that the harmony of the two branches of the legiflature, fo neceflary to pro-
mote thefe important purpofes, thould be interrupted ; but, gentlemen, if you are determined to adjourn
‘without finithing the public bufinefs, we fhall have the feveral matters before us difpatched, fo that an
end may be put to the feffion this evening, and we fhall hold ourfelves acquitted before our country
wnd the world, of the evils which may refult from a meafure we can neither prevent or ap-
prove.

- By order, J. DORSEY, clk.

Which was read. , ‘

The paper bill, No. 45, was thus endorfed; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, January 20, 1787:
« The engrofled bill whereof this is the original read and aflented to. ‘
“ By order, W. HARWOOD, clk.”

Sent to the fenate by Mr. Stene. |

Mr. Taney and Mr. F. Bowie have leave of abfence.

On motion, REsoLvED, That the account of Job arretfon for maintaining the ftate prifoners
and prifonérs of war committed to his charge as fheriff of Baltimore county in the years 1780 and
1781, be referred for adjuftment to the auditor-general.

The following meflage being prepared, was read and agreed to.
By tHe HOUSE or DELEGATES, JaNnvary 20, 1787.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOURS,

THE length of your meflage, and the communication of it within a few hours only of the pro-
pofid time for clofing the feffion, prevents us from making full obfervations upon it. We thall only
fay in reply, that we have paid every poffible attention to the public affairs of the union, and the in+
tereft and happinefs of our people. You have thought proper to over-rule every material fyftem
propofed by us for thefe purpofes, and have brought forward nething eflential in their ftead. -
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