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~declares, that the bills of credit {hall not be a tender, we prefume, upon the principle, that it would
have been unjuft. Suppofe the people, upon the prefent appeal made to them by your-houfe, thould
inftruct the genceral aflembly to make the bills of credit to be emitted a tender 1n all cafes 3 this in-
ftruction, however unjuft the obje@ of it might be, even in your gpinion, would be conclufive,
according to your doctrine, and the general aflembly would be obliged to comply with it, notwith-
ftanding both branches might be fully fatisfied that a claufe to that effe¢t would be impolitic, as well
as niquitous. S a

To fome perhaps, who do not look forward to confequences, thefe appeals may appear flattering ;
but others, not unacquainted with the hiftory of free governments, will recollelt, that meafures
calculated to obtain the favour of the people, very often produced tumult and canfufion, which gene-
rally terminated in the deftrultion of ¢qual law and liberty. We are confident our fellow-cjtizens are
warmly attached to this government, that they will view with equal concern and diftruft, all als in
any degree tending to weaken and endanger it, and cautioufly avoid engagements calculated to fetter
the free deliberations of the legiflature. Printed anonymous inftructions, ftating that the fenate have
‘appealed to the people upon the emiflion of paper money, are now circulating, when in truth no act
or proceeding of this houfe, in the leaft countenances a fuppofition that we wifh to difturb the public
tranquillity by a meafure fo likely to produce heat and divifion. It would be well for you to confider,
that although the rejected bill may be fuch a favourite as to induce the majority of your houfe to

* hazard dangerous confequences to force 1t upon the fenate, yet when once fair argument is declined,
and an appeal is made from the dictates of judgment to the voice of numbers, freedom of difcuffion
and decition will be taken away, and that fome of the prefent majority of your houfe, by a fimilar
practice on fome future occation, may be reduced to the fame fituation in which they are now en-
deavouring to place the fenate, | «.

Thefe obfervations are not ditated by any apprehenfion in this houfe, that -there is a majority of
the citizens of this ftate in favour of an emiflion of bills of credit upon loan, on the terms, and for
the purpofes, contained in your bill. We are f{atisfied, that the objections to the bill are unanfwer-
able ; and that if the fenfe of the people cou.d be fairly collected, the majority would be againft the
meafure : We are alfo convinced, that the majority would increafe, if time were given to difcufs,
underitand, and form a right judgment on, the fubjet. Without venturing to combat our reafon-
ing in a conftitutional manner, you propofe to adjourn to a time fo very fhort, that it is impoflible a
deliberate cenfideration of the queftion, and a free interchange e«f fentiments between the citizens,
can take place. To decide juitly, the judgment fhould be free from all biafs. The paffions are
too apt to mingle with the decifions of large collected bodies of people; when fo affembled, even .
the moft moderate are liable to be inflamed by declamation, and hurried into meafures inconfiftent
with their real welfare. o

Several bills have been pafled this feffion by your houfe, and rejeted by ours,. refpecting which an
appeal may be made to the people with as much propriety as upon an emiffion of paper money. As
the reafons for the rejection of thefe bills may not be known, and motives different from thofe which
influenced our condué may be affigned, we think proper briefly to ftate our objeétions to the bills
alluded to. The bill for the relief of debtors, violated the firft principles of juttice and legiflation,
by infringing the contra&s of individuals, and by making a partial difcrimination between public and
private debtors.  The bill, it is true, was to have continued one year only; but the objectionable
principle of a legiflative interference with private contracts, is as fully effablithed by a continuance
for one year, as for ten, and if we were to form our judgment from the preamble of the bill, we
fhould be led to fuppofe, that the eftablifhment of the principle, and not the intended and temporar
relief, was chiefly in view. If once the general aflembly fhould adopt the practice of intermeddlin
with the contracts of individuals, it would render the courts of juftice of little or no avail, and by
releafing parties from the obligation of their contralts, would introduce fuch uncertainty in private
dealings, as would deftroy all confidence between man and man, put an end to credit, and deprive
the induftrious citizen of one of the great advantages of civil government.

The bill to repeal the act for eftablithing permanent falaries for the chancellor -and judges, we
rejected as contrary to found policy, and the declaration of rights. The eftablithed falaries we do

‘not conlider as profufe, even in our prefent ciraumitances. ¢ The independency of the judges is
eflential to the impartial adminiftration of juitice, and is one of the beft fecurities of the rights and
liberties of the people.”” Although the judgcs hold their c.ommiﬁions‘during good behaviour, their
independency cannot be complete, while their conduct, as it may pleafe or difpleafe either branch
of the legiflature, may procure an mcregfc or dm}lputxon‘ of their falaries. The faving of a
few hundred pounds ought not to be put in competition wn.th an object of fo much importance,
efpecially as it cannot be made without a violation of a public -engagement, and by with-holding a
part of that recompence, which is but barely adequate to the fervices of men who devote their time
and labour to the public, and have juftly merited the regard and confidence of their country, by a
faithful difcharge of duty.’ i . _

The following reafons have determined us to reject the bill “ for the more eafy and effe@tual
fetting oft and providing for the difcharge of the intereft due to the creditors on the confolidated
fund, and to explain and declare the law in future concerning debtors to that fund.”” State creditors
under the confolidating alt are entitled to receive in fpecie, the annual intereft engaged to be paid
them by that adt, and are not bound to receive intereft. warrants in lieu of fpecie. hefe warrants
will no doubt be a relief to thofe who have purchafed confifcated property, and whofe bonds are
lodged in the treafury, :mc} pl¢dg§d by the gonfolidating act to the public oregfitors for the payment in
the year 1790 of the principal fums due them, anfi of the annual intereft to accrue thereon in the

c mean



