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Which was read the firft and fecond time’ and agréed’to} and thereupon OrDERED, That the
faid addrefs be figned by-Mry fpeaker, and that 1800 copits thereof be immediately publithed, and 100
copies fent te cach aoul)lgy, and that it be publithed in the Maryland Gazette and Baltimore Journal.

i he houfe adjourns till to-tnorrow morning g o’clock.

»

WE;D N E S D A'iY, January 17, 1787.

HE houfe.-met. . Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except M. P. Mitchell and Mr.
Grahame. The proceedings of yeftetday were read. Mr. Jothua Séney and Mr. Jackfon
appeared in the houfe. ‘

The bill. to fettle.and pay the civil lift and ether -expences of civil government, was fent to the
fenate by Mr. Jackfen. -

The bill for the benefit of John Taylor, of Harford county, and Thomas Woolford, of Dor-
chefter county, was fent to the fenate by Mr. Nerris.

The bill to authorife  Baltimbore county coutt tg grant a new trial in the cafe therein mentioned,
was fent to the fenate by Mr. Owings. :

The refolution in fivour of Elizabeth Wright, exec
deceafed, -was fentto the fenate by Mr. F. Bowie.

On motion, ORDERED, That the committee of claims be direted to make an allowance on the
journal of accounts of twenty pounds to the reverend Mr. Higinbotham for aciing as chaplain to
this houfe this feifion.

Mr. Digges, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the fotawing report::

THE committee'to whom the memorial of Matthew Ridley was referred, beg leave to report,
that they have examined into the contralt made between the memorialift, as agent for this flate. and
Meffieurs Vandtapherft, of the city of Amfterdam, and are of opinicn that ne executed the com-
miflien entrufted to liim with diligence and fidelity. The negotiating a foreign loan at that time,
appears to us to have been attended with many difficulties. That applications to the court of France,
for obtaining a fupply of monéy, were repeatedly urged in vain, nor could a promife of expending
the fums, if advanced, in the manutatures of that country, induce an afient to the folicitation. That
after many fruitlefs endeavours in France, the’ memorialift went to Holland, and there applied to a
confiderable banking houfe, who declined émbarking in the affair, and had not Meiicurs Vanitap-
horit agreed to furnith the fum, it is probable the loan muft have entirely failed. -

Y our committee further report, that from the teftimony of refpectable witnefles produced to them,
it appears that the articles purchafed by the memorialift, for the ufe of the ftate, were of an €xcel-
lent quality, and that the arms, in particular, were fuperior to any before imported.

They further report, that in order to procure the feveral articles on the beit terms, and with a
view go fuperintend their fabrication, the memorialift returned from Holland to France, and, by his
ccconomical attention, procured the mufkets and bayonets fent to the ftate for one livre and an half
underx-the price paid by the United States for arms of an inferior quality, with a difcount for prompt
paymént;on‘the whole purchafes made, amounting to eleven thoufand two hundred and fitty «ning
livres, \ - | .

Thet a rumour of approaching peace being fpread antecedent to thefe.purchafes, the memorialift
confulted-with doétor lt3 ranklin and Mr. Jay, refpecting the propricty of making them, who were

both af apinipn, that it was improper to relax in any of the preparations of war’; and it appears
in February to us, that Mr. Jay declared he knew not of the intended peace forty-cight hours before
the prgliminary articles were figned. However difadvantageous, therefore, thefe expenditures muy
now be thought, a contrary conduét in the memorialift muft have been greatly reprobated, had a re-
verfe of fortune taken place.

Your comniitée further reprefent, that by inftructions from the governor and council, the me-
morialift was authorifed to pay eight per cent. for money to be advanced, taking tobacco in payment
for the intereft at fourteen livres per hundred weight, and nine per cent. on a paymcat in flour at
thirteen livres per hundred weight. That the loan protured from Meflieurs Vanftaphorft, was on
the terms of paying only five per cent. intereft in tobacco, at fourteen livres per” hundred weight,
with-a prémiune to them of four and a half per cent. for foliciting the fublcriptions, according to the
ufual cuftom of fimtlar tranfa&tions in Holland. Your committee further pray leave to report, that
the memorialif¥ cenceives himfelf entitled to an allowance of two and a half per cent. for negotiating
the ldan, and five per cent. for his commiffion oh the articles purchaied, and on the incidental
charges, more efpecially as he was not to have récéived any compenfation from the ftate, had he
failed of fuccefd. And it appears, that he was réfident in' France and Holland, condu&ing the bufi-
nefs entrufted to him, for above two years, dt a confiderable expence. By tcflimony proguced,to.. us
we find, that five per cent. on purchafés was at that time ﬂle'ul%af commiffion. -

Your committee further report, that whilft the memorialift was in France, for the purpofe of pur-
chafing the articles he was commiffioned 6 procure, he received remittances from Meilieurs Van-
flzphortt in bills of exchange, of which many were drawf, on the houfe of Poft Herion and compa-
ny, in Paris, that were duly paid ; that in July, feventeen hundred and eighty-four, he rcceiVetfa

: bill on thofe gentlemen for the fum of five thoufand three hundred livres, which was not prefented
‘« . - until twa days after it became due, the reafon of which omiffion was owing to the diftrefled ftate of
the.memonialilt’s family, whofe wife was then lying dangeroufly ill, and died fhortly after, one of
¢ his’ children: baving died two days before. That the memorialift having, until that time, been
pun@ually paid the former bills drawn on this houfe, was the lefs folicitous about prefentingthe laft, .
, : and

utrix and refiduary leggiee of William W right,



