132 VAOTES,__AND DROCEEDINGS, NovEMBER, 1755.

THE committee appointed to inqu_irc into the prefcng flate of the audi‘tvm_"'sf_cfﬁl?‘c, bgg leave to
report, thit 's't appears to this commitiee, that the audxtur‘hagh taken cvg,;g%{ ep m.h"s power to
bring to hght,‘ and punith thofe who  have fraudulen:ly obtained depreciation certificates, but
hithorro with kuile et hat f-om the made poinied out oy law, under which tie commifhoners
apoointed to iffus deprecration certificates to the Maryland line was onliged to acl, too great lati-
Luis was ooven to the cleimants, by admitting them to prove their accounts on oath, which, witn
many aru. torgeries, w.s the caufe of fo much fraui being commitied againit the ﬁa(r, aindd
which it was o mpoiiib'e tor any puh‘.ic officer ‘Stutaliy 10 prevent. Y our committee are of opiniun,
tzat the {tate muit eventually pay all certificates that have been fraudulently obtaincd, wheee the
{ame have been foid or transferred previnus to their loppage at the trefury, and public notice
therest siven in ing Maryland gazette, otherwife the 1nnocent pprchafr_{s'muﬁ e the fuffersrs g
and this commuttee have great reafon to believe, that moft of thote ceruhcates have been {oid or
transicrred immediately on receipr, And that very few, if anv,remain it the hands of theoriginal
pofleflors.  Your committee arc further of opinion, that where any claimant has entrufted to ano-
ther perion, any difcharge or other {ufficient voucher, whereby depieciation certificates, ot other
certificates, might be obtained, and the ptrfon fu entrufted is guilty of a breach of fuch truft, that
the {tare is =xonerated from illuing a (ccond certificate, and therefore, the brother of Nicholas
Nichalls, mentioned in the 2uditor’s repoit, has no remedy but againft Jeffers, the perfon entrufted
by him, and that ali others fimilarly ciccumfitanced, can only have fimilar redrefs,  They beg leave
t= {uggeit the propriety of trafmitting a lift to each county court of the numuers, dates and {ums,
of ali tuch riauculent certificates, with the names of the perfons to whom granted, for deteétion,
‘ ~ofisle.  T'hatthe wheic amount of the certificates fraudulently obtained, as by the auditor’s
007t 15 A 10,481 13 1, which by floppages in the final fettlements to_ the amount of
L. 4,204 12 S, reduces e fum to L. 6,187 7 5, which {um would allo have been faved to
the ttatz, had the claimants been entiiled to final fertlements to that amount, but by their having
been ci‘charged from fervice, previous to the filt of January 1781, they were not entitled to any
thing on final fetlement, and confequently no ftoppages could be furtner made. This fum of
L. 4,294 12 3, hath been faved by the attention and affiduity of the auditor.

The committee beg leave to call the attention of the houfc to the very important bufinefs of
th= et.lem.nt of th: account of this ftate againft the United States. This account muft be
L .t 2 great numeer of aifferent hezds, agreeadbly to the rules Jaid down by congrefs and

hcers, as by an 25023 herewith returned will more rully app-ar, and if it had been

“ale .- the auditor to have balanced the public bookg, the wi:oie muft have beer new ftated.
i many of the flate’s vouchers are Jong and varioas, and the different charges againlt the
© il States by this ftate, mu't be felected and clailed froin thofe vouchers, or in cafe of lofs of
«~schers, tiom the beft teftimony that can be had in fupport of the charge. That this will- take
> much time, aond create a greatdeal of writing, by which it will be impoflible for the auditor to
cihrate this bufinels, with neceflary difpateh, without a further affittance by clerks. That
tne continental comm:fioners arc at hiberty to employ as many clerks as may be neceflary to for-
ward thzir partof this bufinefs as fpeedily 2as pefiinde, (the wagpes not to cxceed five hundred dol-
Jars per annum to each clerk.)  Your committes are therefire of opnion, that the auditor ought
t heve 1t 10 his powar ty meet the commiffioner upon cqual tepms, N order todifpatch this bufi-
nels as socn as poffible; lonser delay will opzraty gie-tiy to the prejudice of this fate, by its not
Raving t7e credits with the United Suates crrercd in the offices of congrcfs, and which at prefent
fmikes this [tate appear to Lo greatly in arrears, when the cale may appedr very different, could
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\h's account be fpeedily liquidazed and fettled. ]

u- committee further riport, that feveral prifons, who have heretofore received public
money for the purpofe of procuring fuppiies, have not made their returns, although they have
con wrots to on this fubjcet by the auditor in July laft. ‘T'hat the account of this ftate againtt
the union cannot be clofed without fuch returns, and this of courfe muft caule further delay.”
‘Tnat it w.!l be neceffary alio to colledt, from the feveral pofls in this ftate where provifions and
{tcres, or other articles, have been iffu-d ior the ufe of the United States, a full and attefted
account ef the fame, otherwife this ftate muit fuffer thereby. This will alfo require time and

atiention, and will add to the auditer’s trouble and inconvenience. ' ,

Your committee further report, that the 2uditor’s books appear to be in as good a fituation as
the nature of the bufinefs, from the multiplicity thereof, will admit ; that numbers of claims are
row jo'sedin that office for liquidation, and probably many more ciaims wiil come in before the
ume Girited ry law will expirz ; that the ftazing the 2rmy account, which is now nearly brought
to a con-iufion, hath bezn alaboricus and tedious tafk, and hath herctofore taken up all the fpare
(ime i5az the audizor had from the running bufinefs of the office which conlifted in the liquidating
cleims againit chis flare by the citizens thereof. The committee beg leave to fuggeft the propriety
of the honay able heule adhering to fome general {yttem, to afcertarn the amount of the public
dedt due by this {tate, and thatior obtaining this defirable end, they would secommend, that no
certincate of other pap°r, payable in taxes by the former laws, and which have not been liquidated
by the auditor, fhali e received by the colleltors or treafurers, until the fame are adjufted by the
auditor, 2ad new certificates granted accprding to law ; and that where allowances or difcounts
hive been made bvlthe commiffioners of the tax for afleflments, on avy fuch certificate or paper, the
fame fhall no: be a juited un:i! endor(ments are made by the commiilioners of the fum allowed or
Jifcouned. Al which is fubmited to the'honourable houfe. « - : .

: By ordery - R.B. LATIMER, clk.
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