VOTES axo PROCEEDIN GS, NoveMse, 178¢. 8§

The bill to prevent frivolous appeals and writs of error, and improper removals of caufés from
the 1nierior to the fuperior courts, was read the fecond time, and the queftion put, That the
faid bill do pafs 2 The yeas and nays being called for by Mr. Wootton appeared as follow :

A FFIRMATIL YV E.

¢ De Batts, Carroll, Goldfborough, Quynan, Jofeph Dathiell, Parnell.
= Letaroary, Waters, Chaafe, :
N EG AT 1 V E, -

T. Bond, Dent, Gale, Digges, Faw, Hughlett,‘
Graves, Turner, Hooper, R. Bowie, Beaty, Driver,

£ B Worthington, Ridgely, John Dathiell, F. Buwie, B.yly, Stall,

© N.Worthington, Ridgely of Wm, Oglevee, John Serey, Norris, Cellars,

& Hall, Stuvenfin, Miller, Sewell, Love, Funk,

= Grahame, Edin.ndion; Ramicy, Jothoa Seney, ] Bond, - Oneale,
Tacey, Bracco, W. Bowie, Chaille, Wheeler, Wootton.
Fraizer, ) T

So it was determined in the negative.

The intendant of the revenue delivers in the following anfwer to the report of the committes
appointed to infpelt the books, papers, and accounts, of the intendant, .

The INTENDANT of the REVENUE begs leave to fubmit the following REMARKS on thé
REePowT of the committee appointed to infped his books, papers, and accounts, to the juftice
ans c.n!.ur of the honourable houfe,

1. I Bl corasittee have been pleafed to report, that the intendant’s books are interfperfedwith
erajures, tla xs and memorandums, and are not kept in a cle.r.and pe-fpicuous method.

iw his chia ze «nd cenvure, the in:zndant tekes the liberty to obferve, that there is only
one 520k 'n his office in which are any erafures, and thefe but few, which is not uncommon, and
by 1o meins scake the acc unts lefs accarate or intelligible.  The accounts of fpecifics weré
t-n nbed Eirly wnd regularly from the book, (in which the committee difcovered the erafures)
i a new o k, which was in the pofluflion of the committee. There are fome few blanks in
the intond-nrs ook, which cannot be filled up before trie accounts of the commiflary-general and
others are finally a: jufted. T he memorandums are neceflary to expiain particular tran{a&idsi:
It ¢on ouly pe moiter of opinion and judgment, that the intendent’s books are not keptind
pro.c’ wanner, and he will not preflume to bazard his opinion or knowledge, in contredi&ion tg -
the poli ive decifion of the commnittee; he can only appez!l to the books themf{elves. and to the in-
fpe-icn and jucgment of gentlimen of knowleage and fkill in the mode and man.er of flating
and keepioy aceounts, an: he hopes members of the honourzble houfe will examine the books;
he wl} only remark, that his books have been annual'y, fince his eppoiniment, laid before both
biancies of thie | gifliture, and the prefent is the firft inftance of difzpprobaticn or cenfure,

2. T'he comnuttce are pleafed to exprefs their {urprife and regret at the large balances due from
the collectors o the iaxes, and impute great neglett to the intendant,

The intenoant begs leave to aflet, in anfwer to this part of the report, that he has taken every
fiep in his power to compel paywent frem fuch collectors, confiftently with the indulgences
granied by the general aflemrly 5 judp: .ents h.ve been obtained, znd upon executions iffued, no
perion would bid for t':e proprrty expofed to fale. The intendant takes the liverty to obferve, that
there has becn great difficulty in colleéting the taxes, from the real {carcity f fpecie ; the execu-
tion of the perfons of our citizens would only fill the gaols of thofe counties that have any; and
the exccution of their lands, or cffels, would only zdd farther to their diftrefs; and few (if any)
buyers can be found.  (Crur people are greatly indebted, and hard pufhed by Britifth and other
ereditors.  In fome inflances the property of the people hath been taken and expofed to fale, but
no purchafers.  He cannot devife any mode for colleéting the money due the public, except what
he h.s adopred, but will obey any orders the houfe of delegates may think proper to give him in
this bufinefs,

I'he comsmittee have exprefled their difapprobation, and reprobated in fevere and pointed
teims the conduét of the intendant, in keeping public money in a cheft, diftin& and feparare
from other pu~lie money ; and thzy have endeavoured to imprefs the houfe with an opinion
of the d.ngerous tendency of this conduét, becaufe they can difcover no check to reftrain the in-
tendant in his receipt or ¢xpenditure of public money.

The intendant was firlt appointed by the aét of November feffion 1581, when the public eredit
was at a very low ebb, and great wafte and lofs was experienced in the receipts of fpecifics for
taxes. By the act of April {cfion 1782, cap. 44, the intendant was direGed to fell tobacco,
flour, &c. 1o procure £, 50,000 in fpecie, for the ufe of congrefs. By the a& of November fef-
fion 1782, cap. 33, the intendant was ordered to fel} fpecifics and tobacco and wheat colle&ed,
for finking the continental ftate money, and he was directed to apply the produce of the fales to
difch .rye five months pay to the officers and foldiers of the Maryland line,

By the a&t of April fcflion 1783, cap. 22, it was direlted, that the fpecie tax of 5/0 fhould
be paid 1o the intendant of the revenue, and that he fhould fell fpecifics and tonacco, and apply
all thefe monies towar.:s the payment of the Maryland line, as ordered by the ac of November fefhiow
1782, cap. 33. By the att of November feflion 1784, cap. 81, the intendant was authorifed to
fell any conhfcated Britifh property difesvered to him at a reafonable price, 5y



