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be amended by us, we will agree to it ; but if you do not incline to agree to the former ameng.

m nt, or prefent propofition, the {ubject muft reft at prefeat.

By order, . J. DORSEY, k.

Which were read. ' . -
George Gale, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage :

By tuz SENATE, January 21, 1785, .
GENTLEMEN,

‘W E had reafon to believe, when our meflage of Tuclday laft was fent you, that we fhoul§
have been able to have difpatched fome bills ot importance, which, notwithftanding the conflant
atention of this houfe, yet remain unfinithed. Webrgy u will comtinue to it to-mrrow, when
we hope {uch bufinefs as both houfts mutt with fhould be difcufled wil be ended.  You may be
affured, this houfe is as anxious to rife as you can be, but we think, in the profent fiate of af-
fairs, it would be inexcufable not to devote one more day to the buline(s ot the tefli n.

By order, J. DORSLY, clk,
Which was read. :

The meflage refpe&ing the bill to provide a fund for the relief of the widows and children of
the clergy of the proteftant epifcopal church, was real the fecond time, and the queit:on put,
That the houfe accede thereto? Refolved in the affirmative, and the bill ordered to be engroffed.

The engrofled bill No. 78, was read and affented to, and fent to the fenate, with the papee
bill thereof, by Mr. Crampnin.

The following meflage was read the fir{t and fecond time, 2nd the quefion put, Trat the
houle agree thereto ?

By tar HOUSE of DELEGATES, Jasuary 21, 1785,

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONCURS,

W E are really concerned that the fenate rejefted our bill to impofe dutizs on ccrrain enu
meraced articles imported into and exported out of this ftate; the objelts of it are very impor
tant, to bring a very confiderable fum of money into the treafury te-afhi the revenus, andto
encourage the building and navigating vetlels, by our own citizens. It the dutt s an the a8
were impofed for the mere regulation of cammerce, it would not haie been a money biil, and we
wou!d have conficered the amendmen:s you defire ; but to ftrike out of the preient rill, (orte
adopt the expedient of fending up another, omitiing) the parts you ovjeét to, would bt an -
yed turrender of the privilege vefted by the conltitution in this houfe ot originating meonry tilly

and an adn.iffion of your honours to amend them; when by the form of goveinment to fuck bils -

your affent or diffent only can be given. I'his houfe ad.pted the very fmall duties o experts from
a2 conviction of their propriety, and that the impofition of them was jufhified by the maxims
commerce, as laid down by the ableit writers on the fubjeit; and thercfore, if we could der
the nill without waving our effentisl puvilege, we thould not be inclined to doit.  The increde
and profperity of our commerce and navigation grestly depend upon the knewledge v ereof, &
founded upon n-tional principles ; which every legiflator fhould endeavour to ohtati, :n arde
wilcly to r gulate the fame, at all tim s, in his legflative capacity, for the truc intereid of the
flace. The leading maxim in commerce is this, to import lefs than we exporty to preleive fit
balince of trade in our ‘avour ; and to decreafe our imports from that ccuntry, that declinesia
the receipt of our exports. T he great principle as to exports is this, to e}l our prevuce {and
manufactures, it we had any) as cheap, and as good in quality, at fereigh oi.rkeis, as w0
competizors, or rivals.  This depends on the cultivati--n of our land, the price of reight, and
the reguiaticn of our taxes. As 2ll dutics laid on nmports, in general, fall witiniare!y on the
confumer, fo tuxes on expors ate paid by foreigners; and conflequently the laffer are -ver pie-
ferable to the former.  Taxus on exports may always be impofid, and regulaied by tivs fimpie
rule ; whether the duty propoled will decre.fe the exporis, Qr leffen their price; af ciber will
probabls happen, the attempt fhould not be made ; if they will not proh:bly hove tiis <t
they may be impo'ed with benefit to the ftate. We differ with you in opiniun, and expeiine
alone can determine who is right; and you cannot believe this houfe will contin. e apy taxes ig-
jurious Lo commerce, which muft neceflarily affeét the landed intereft of this countre  If the
commiflion on the colleétion of the duties fhould produce zn extravagant falary, we fhoh readily
leflen it. The appropriation of the money can eafily be adjufted ac this tme u neceflary,
or the next feffion. We are reduced to this alternative, to wave our opinion, maintain-n'eo
the true principles of commerce, as applicable to the cafe, znd givé up cur privilege; of fofe 2
bill very beneficial to the community.  The duties on imports will ameunt 1o a very confidens-
ble fum, thofe on exports may produce about three thoufand pounds.

If we had conceived, that the very trifling Jutics on exports would have been fo very difagree-
able to the fepate, we would not have put them in the bill; but would have offered thzm, with
the claufes of bounties for building and navigating veflels by our own people, to your confiders-
tion, in a diftinét bill, We can only now fay, if, on trial, this houfe fhall difcover, that we
have miftaken or mifapplied the principles of commerce, we will embrace the fisft opportuntty
to corre& our error. . .

We return the bill, that you may reconfider the fubje@, and have an oppartunity of affenting
to it, if on further reflection you fhould think it more proper, than to rejelt the whele for a di-
vefity of fentiment as to a {mall part of it.

By order, i W. HARWOOD, clk.
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