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opinion, it is our duty to guard ag’ainf_’c profuﬁop, and to provide agaiqﬁ tbg grzdual introduc-
tion of lucrative cflices, yvh:ch might injure and corrupt our government in prpcc.(s of time.
Not being able to'afcertain the fees of office, nor what fums the dutics colle@ed in the diftric
of Baltimore, may amount to, we do not pretend to decide on the propriety or impropricty of
the commiffion allowed by the bill; the co_!lect‘x’m.of the duties curing three years would fur.ni(h
the Jegiflature with fuffi “ten: “ata to.govetn th.e:n in the zllowance of a.(omm’ﬁion‘ to be given
to the navai officers at the expiration of :har time 5 and therefore we wifh the centinuan.e o' the
law to be reftricted to three years ; the 0bjeéi|un§ to thrcfc parts of your bill we think weighty ;
but the duties an exports we confider altogether madmlﬂ_it_)le at prtfc,n.t. It has generally been
thought impolitic to lay-duties on~thc export uf commoditics proJuccd in any country, efpecially
where the fame kind of commodities are produced in other .ﬂarts‘whxch trade in the fame chan-
nel, and the commodities produced by all are amply fufficient for the cemand; for_ as in this
cafe the commodities wili ]l at foreign markets at an equal price, the merchant will effimate
the duty in the price given, and of couife the duty wil f.all * 0 the maker, end not the confumer,
of the commodity ; and thus the incentive to induftry will be lefs in the flazes impofing a cuty,
than in thofe where no du'y is lad, or it may induce the ciiizens of the {taie where a duty 1s
laid, who iive ccnvenient, to ufe the pores of a naghbouring fiate; and thus the advar.tzges of
fhipping will be loit.  Confider what «fi=&ts a duty on wiheat 2nd flour exported from this ftate
would have.  We b.ve underttood, thacthe fupply of thofe articles from tris to foreign coun-
tries b -ve for fome tme boen fo confiderable, and of confequence the price fo low, th.t the ¢x-
porter his ‘oft monsy by them ; there is no duty on thuiz articles that we know of in the necigh-
bouring ftates, irom which g cat quantides ate exporied 3 we conceive, that fhou'd we 1mrofc
even the duties ini-nded by your bill, befere a fimilar duty is laid by the nfighbour:ng ft.tes,
the iil ¢ff-&s above .t d would be in pro,ortion to the duty impuied,  And al'hough it miay
be {uid, that the articics of wheat ans four are generally higher in price in Pennfyivariz then in
Maryland, it may be infwered, that this difference of price in the article is made up by fevings
and other convenizncos to the meichant fhipping from their poris, fo thot the commodity,
when it cers to forer-a mark-ts, cofts h.m no moi_e exported from Pennfylvania then from Ma-
ryland.  We b:lieve the price of whest and flour is lefs in Virginia then 1n Marylan:, and the

- convenience of exporta i=n in favour of this flate.  Some of thefc objections <o not apply to lay-

ing a duty on tobac. o ; the demand for this article being grear, the produce being confined in
great mealusc to two ttates, <nd the quantity, by the nature of things, linited ; but the general
principle of not laying duties on exports applies 1o this article, and we te.r, whatever reafons
may be urged for tire dittinétion, the makers of tobacco will not be fatisfied with an impofi ion
upon their produce, if an equal duty 15 not laid on the commod:ties made by thuie who raife the
other great [taple of the ftate, ‘

We think it neceflary, that every alt raifing money from the penple, and carrying it into the
public treafury for public purpofes, ought to contain appropriating claufes zt | «ft for the fer-
vices of the current year ; from the wanc of fuch a claufe in the prefent bill, we are apprehentive
a confiderable fum may lie dead feveral months in our treafury, while it niight be ufeful'y turned
over to that of the continent. We need not call your attention to the flate of the conti-
nental treafury ; you muft know to waat a Jow ebb it is now recuced ; and you muft be fully
fenfible of the great impoitance of keeping it repenith=d, fo as to enable congrefs 0 comply
with its cngagements to the puvlic creditors, A tankrupuy muft foon t:ke piece, If greater
exertions wre not made throughout the United States to pay the interef of our nasjona) debt; all
the confequences of a national bankruptcy cannot be forefeen ; bur that fu-h zr e ent wouid
greatly ditturd ou: dowmeftic tranquillity, and diminifh our weightin the fcz'e of nations, ang leffen
our nationz! charadter, muft be obvizus; it mignt even be followed by cffects i1 wore cread-
ful, a diffo'ution of our confederation, anarchy, civil war, and arother revooat.on, Inthis
puint of view, the inportance of cemplying with the requifitions of congrefs tor fu;rlies of mo-
ney, mult fnke every one; the half of our prefent aflefiment, 2ppropriated 1o congrels ry the
affeflment lew, will fall greatly fhort of the juft proportion which we vught to pzv into the con-
tinental treafury, and for this reafon we wifh that the monies raifed from the cuties impe{ed by
the bill, {hould be added to the appropriation juflt mentioned, m de by the afiefinen: law. Ine
duced by thefe reafons we have givena negative to the bill. As the obje&ions <ppear weizhty te
us, and can be fo eafily removed by you, we doubt not of your returning the b:ll to us cured of
thefe defeéls, for our aflent,, ,

’ ) By ordez, ;- DORSEY, clk,
By tur SEN A TE, Jarnvary z1, 1785,
GenTrLENEY, .
W E propofe that the bill to provide a fund for the relief of the widows and chilcren of the
tlergy of the proteftant epifvopal church, fhould be amen ‘ed fo s to give a right of being mem-
bers of the corporarion to thole clergymen of the proteftant epifcapal church only who zre con-,
tributors to, and adeitted into, the faid corporation. For this purrofe we prepcfe to firike out
the p.rt ot the bill objedted to by this houfe, and inftead of what we heretofore propofed, after
*Edward Gantr, junior,” to infert * fuch other clergymen in the orders and ¢ mmunion of the
faid church, as may hercafter become refidents of this ftate, and thaii be contributors to the faid
funds of the corporation herein erected, as may be admitted into the faid ccrporation by 2 mzjo-
fity of the members thereof for the tine being, fhsll be, and are herety declared to be, &c.”
If the bill will be more agreeable to your houfe with this alteration than as former'v propofed to

be



