VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, NovemBER 1584, 1
change, in the opinions of men, before and fince the peace, and the recognition of our indepen.
dence by the crown of Great-Britain, by (vlemn treaty.  No queition can ever arife on the (ab~
jeck of our independence ; and the nonjurors muft clearly fee, that alf their hopes muft be plsced
in this government alone. Eyery poflible expectation of relief from any other power, is for ever
cut off.  The extremity of folly alone can maintain a contrary opifiicn,

The only qucftion between the fenate and houfe of delegates is, whether bymenity and poliy -
require, that the nonjurors fhould be only fo far reftored to the rights of citizens, as to vote at
-ele&tions. We maintajn the affirmative, your honours the negative, It frems to us, that the
bare ft:ting the queftion would determine the generous and great mind, and the prudent and
wile politician, in the affirmative, Your honouss argue, that our conflitution declares, that
every man, having a common intereft in, and attachment to, the community, ought to have a
right of {uffrage ; and that all thofe, who declined to take the oath of fidelity to the fate before
the 1ft of March feventeen hundred and feventy-eight, have manifefte
tachment to this government, which the conftitution required, and
to vote at ele@ions.

We fhall'not prefume to refer the fenate for information to the 43d article of the form of go-
vernment, to learn, that the proof of the attachment to the commun:ty, required, as the foug-
dation of the right of fuffrage, hy the bill of rights, is this—*¢ that the perion c-ffcrjng to vote
for delegates, fhall (if required by any three voters) before he “be zdmitted to prl,y take the
oath or affirmation of fupport and fidelity to this ftate, as prefciibed in the ¢ nfticution, or
which fhould thereatier be directed by the legiflature.” If any pefon of age, having the quali-
fications of property and r<fidence requited, will take the oath or afhrmation, in the form of
government, and in the act fof the better fecurity of the goverrment, ar any time before he offers
to vote, we hold fuch p. rlon entitl.d, by the conftitution, to fuffrage, and that no aw can t.ke
away this righ.  The confticu:ion requires this proof of a‘ta kment 1o the community to be
given before be wotes 5 ana this right is vcfled, and becomes complete, 01 the offer t take the teft
betore the exeicife of tuffrave in the cleCtion ; and, therefore, any lew requiring ths teft, before
any ather time, cannot affe@ or take away'a right given by the conflituron, fuperior to any lew.
The teft, on admiffon to office, is very different.

The t=nate are apprehenfive, that, if the nonjurors are made eligib ¢ to the legifiature, they
will be choien; and, by their arts and acdrefs, emborrafs and pe-plox our pubic councils,
We would remark, that the fenate can have no fears, that they fhould oe forced to an «ff .cia~
tion w.th any charadlers they fufpet and defpifc ; at leaft, for two years. The fenate will £l
wp their own vacancies for that period; ani, as thc"y know, that their corl quence, weight,
and influcnce in the government, muit ever flow from the opinion enterra ned by the peop e of
their public and private virtues, their patriottfm, and natural and acquired abi'ites, they will
Rudioufly avoid th- introducing any one into their body (whether whiy or tory) who will tend
I any degree to ioflen their importance 3 which we lin -eicly wiih dlways 1o fee fupported and
mamtained with relp.&, honour, and digrity, We alfo fee no Juft ground for your honours to
fas, chat, at the nexe choice of fenaiors, the ele ors wall appoint any fuipici--us chara@ers (o 2
kst in the tepate,  This houfe are not under the leaft alarm for themieives, nor appreb. nfive
that their feelings (as irrirable with juft caufe as thofe of the fenate) wou.d be wuunaed, by an
- indifciiminate aflociation with tories. It is not proiable, that any of the nonjurors will ever be
ele@ted to this body ; and if, in fume very fow inftances, it fhould happen; we difclaim any fear
from heir abiities or addrefs,

The fenace further coutend, ¢ that our circumftances render the adoption of the meafure pe-
euliarly improper and imp Jlitic, at this time.” hefe circumftances aie, ** the late treaty of
peace is not tully execu ed by the Britith government ; the weftern polts are not given up; ‘and

are many {ubjects «fdiicuffion between the two countries ;  veflels of war upen the Lakes
are put in commiffion by the ofhicers of th- king of Great-Biitain, and the province or Canada is
Brengthened by a confideranle military force; the pudlic alts of the B.itifh government breithe
Tather an hoflile than a friendly difpfition ¢ ‘wards this country 5 and the Brinfh nation bear with
impitient ch- grin then lofs of Amrrica, and have ne. relinquifhed their intenti.
mifchief,” In addition to thefe very alarming tadts, it is fupgefted, ¢ that
tommenced, or will foon bre.k ousy in kuiope.” And from the whole a co
“ that no wife or henefl pliticiin wou'd with .ur fatety, in the fmalleft degree, dependent on the
Bosjuro 3. All-th f- cirou ottances couicined, at firit view, 1u hor.id phaianx, may, without

ion, have weigtt with, and territy weak minds, and influence them to decide, that this is
a improper and impolitic time to allow the nonjurors to vote at ele&ions,

The true mode to determne what regard is juitly cue to thefe circumflances, is, to examine
€ach by itfeif, and then put them all in the foae and weigh them togethzr,  This we thall do,
(ot for the informa ion of your honours, with whom we cannot conceive they could have ®ny
isflaence) but for the ben:fit of our conftituents. | he adniflion or the refufal of nonjurors to
Yoie at our eleltions, in our humble opinivn, will have no influence with the Britifh govern-
Bent (o exacute the treaty, and to deliver up or retain the weftern pofts. Wea'fo con eive, that
the veflels of war on :he Lakes (if any) will not derive much affifta;ce from the nonjurors,

_ The few of our people who left us during the late war, have long fince had reafon to repent

3 joining the Britith ; and the nonjurors will not leave their connexions and property, and
Cagage in the knight-crrant fcheme of enhiting under the Brit-fh flandard againft their country,
maives and fricnes, and their paflage to the Lakes und CunLca, may be attenced with fome
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