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exprefs or implied, before the exercife of fuffiage in the eleQion of ftatefmen. This idey iy
adopted and confirmed by ous'form of government, wherein a tcﬂ':_ of affection is wifely required
iprevious to admifion to office ; and the right of fuffrage, by the fifth article of the bill of rights,
s expreisly decl.red to be due to thofe only who have attachment to the commupity—neaning,
when apphied to us, the government then eftavhifhed. It the general principle refts upon fuch
weighty authority, and is perfectly agreeable to reafons which are too obvious to need enumera-
tion, are there any particular circumitances in the prefent cafe, which would warrant a depar.
tuce from a caution to generally approved ? We apprehend not ; but, on the contrary, that ot
circumttances render it p culiarly improper and impolitic, at this time, to reftore the difaffeQed
to the privilege of electing and being elected into offices of profic and truft, That we are ig
peace Is true, that our government is fately and permancndly eftublithed we fincerely hope, but
you will be pleafed to remember, that the late treaty ot peace is not fully executed by the court
of Britain ; tne weftern poits are not given up to the Unit=d States; there are many fubjels of
ditcuflion between the two countries § that from late authentic accounts, veflels of war uponthe
Lakes are put in commitiion by the officers of the king ot B.itain, apd the province o Canala
firen_thened by a confiderable military force; that the public acts of the B.itifh government
breathe racher .n hottile than a trienuly difpofi.ion towards this country; that from the beft and
lateit accounts, the Brinth nation bear with ymp :tient ch grin their lofs of America, and have
no: relinquifbed cheir intenti-n of deing us mifchif.  We know the fituation of the Amenica
government. Shou d our beft and mott illuftrious ally be drawn to take part in the war which
it 1s thought has already commenced, or will joon break out, in Europe, and the Britith go
yernment embrace the opportunity or trying once more their favourite fcheme of fubjugaugg
Amcrica, no wife or honeft po itian would wifh our fafety in the Imaleit degree dependent «
thofe who have been uniform!y oppoted to the principles upon which the governments of this
~ eountry have been fupported and mult ne defonded.  And though 1t may be faid, that theob.
jegts of your vill will piobably be but a fmall minority of any public body in the ftaie, and
there ofe not dangerous, it may jully be aniwered, th.t a minority in times of diffivalty fie
qu-n:ly have it in their power to (ucceed, by embvarraffing and pe:plexing, when they canno
prevail by a candid avowai of their principles and an open puriuit of their object ; and let thofe
who treat the apprehenfions ot danger trom aduutung the nonjurors 1o a full participation of
power and priviicges, as vain and chimerical, reu ember, to the influcnce of how few Jilaffected
men in Amnerics this count y was morc than once brought to the trnnk of ruin in ti-e late revor
lution. 1 ne fmalleft coubr, the leaft da ger, is tufficient to prevent thofe who wifh to preime
not only the form but the fubftance of our go:ernment, from admtting to fuch imporiant privie
leg.s, men who have no jutt claim to thew, and who muft reccive them as acts of grace when
eve: they are -onferred.  We can fee no bencfit at pre.cnt to be derived to the profperity of the
fate, trom adopung idess which you are pleaied to cali bumane 5 but apprehending circumftancs
may take place, in which the pernicious effects of your ill judged tendern:fs would foon appes,
we cannot coincide with you in the propofed difplay of li-eranty. There are at pref-nt many
applications by Britifh fubjedts to hve compenfation made them for confilcated property, and
fome of our citizeps, wro have fuffered by the dcpredatic ns ot the enemy, have prayed the les
gil.ture to be in emnified. Introducing the difaff=ctes at this time, would be a circamftane
extremely faveurable to the firft, and prubably injusious to the latt clais of applicants, or at leak
apprehenfions might be entertained by our conitituents, that views to thefe or other jubjeds
hac their influence in the adoption o' fo extracruinary and un. xpeflted a me-fure, We lament
exceecingly, thar prudence and policy require that a ducrimination fhould renizin, which s
though: to be degrading; but it muft be known, that this diftin&ion is the cffe@ of choict,
made by the difaffeCled, after the moft indulgent treatment and 1« peated calls to unite with thei:
countrymen, after time for confideration, ano when the defigns of Britain to reduce this cout:
try to abfolute flsvery were openly avowed and known both to our friends and enemies; and
while you are pouring oil upon the difturbed minds of the nonjurors, we beg you to have fome
tenderneis to the feelings of the whigs of this ftate, for it the diftin&tion is odious to the formet
we believe the indifcriminate affociation would be equally difagreeable to the latter ; and if we
fhould at this time put thofe whe have and thofe who h.ve not defe:ved well of their country, i
equal rank as to the enjoyment of all privileges, the citizens now and hercafter will be taugit
this leflon by the aéts ot government, tbat no particular advantage is to be gained or loft by s
performance or_neglect of cuty ; and thus one of the ftrongeft motives of huaman actions will be
taken from the fcale, which every good and wife politician mutt wifh fhould preponderete. We
are not to learn from your information, th=t a right in the people to participate in the legiflature
is the bafis of free government ; but the ex rcife of ths right in all well regulated focieiles 15
confined to thofe who are attached to the conftitution ; it 1s exprelsly fo by our bill of rights;
but your bill, inftesd of purfuing, oppofes this principle, by giving thofe who have not attach-
men: equal privileges with thole who are well affected. If there is to be a departure fiom the
bill of rights by enlarging the privilege of fuffrage, there is a clafs of men who certainly haved
preferable claim on our generufity to that of the nonjurors ; we mean, thofe of the citizens who
have not property to the amount of thirty pounds, among whom are many foldicrs, to whole
fervices we in a great meafure are indebted for our prefent peace and independence. We are of
opinion, that the a& propofed to be repealed by your bill, fo far as it prevents thofe who rcfufc'd
to avow their attachment to our goverment from a participation in the full enjoyment of its prt:

vileges, cannot be conkdered as too high an exercife of legiflative power, nor can it be viewed
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