64 VOTES anD PROCEEDINGS, NoveMBER 1784.

THE conference p'rocecded to take the fubjeét matters to them referred into their confideras-
tion, and thereupen came to the following refolutions : '

That it is the opinion of this conference, that the removiug the obf_lm&ions in the river Pa.
towmack, and the making the {ame capable of navigation, from tide water as far up the north
branch of the faid river as muy be convenient and praéiicgbl:, wil! increife the commerce of the
commonwealth of Virginia and ftate ot Maryland, nd greatly promote the political interefts of
the United States, by forming a free and cafy;ommunicatiun and conaexion with the people
fettled on tho weftern waters, aslready very confiderable in their numbers, and rapidly increafing,
from the mildnefs of the climate and the fertility of the foil.

That it is the opinion of this conference, that the propofal to eftablifh a company for opening
the river Patowmack, merits the approbation of, and Jejerves to be patronifed by, Virgia and
Maryland, and that & fimilar law ought to be palled by the legifltures of the two governients
to promoie and encourage o laudable an undertaking.

I'hat it is the opinion of this conference, that it would be proper for Virginia and Maryland
each to become {ublcribers to the amount of filty {hares, and that fuch {ubfeription woul evince
to the pubdlic the opinion of the legdlature of the pradticability and sreat-utility of the plan, and
that the example would encourags individuals to embark in the meaiure, give vigouran’ {-carity
to ‘o importart an undertaking, and bea {fubtt-nzial proof to cur brethren of the weltoin terrie

. tory of our ditpolition o0 connect curfelves with them by the ftrongeft bonds of tiiendfuip and
mutua! intereft, ' X

Thazitis the opinicn of thiis confersnce, that an adt of aflembly of Virginia for cpentng and 7
extending the navigition of the river Pat.wmack, from Fort Cumberland to tide water, ought
to be recealed,

Th.tizis the opinion of this conference, from the beft information they have obtained, that

l a road 1o begin avout rhe mouth of Stony river may be carried in anout ftwenty or Dwenty-twe
miles to the Dunker Bottom on Cheat river, from whence this conlerence are of opinion, that
battoe navigation may be made, though perhaps at coniideranle expence; that, o fues navias
tion cannot be cff~ited, by continuing the road about twenty miles further, it would interfedt
the Monongahela, where che navigation is good and has been long praclited.

Thar a road t:om Fort Cumberiand to T urkef-fOur would be about thirty three mi'cs, from
whence an improvement of the Youghegany tiver would be neceflary, though probably it micht
be done at lefs ex ence than the navigation of the Cheat river could be rendzred convenient {rom
the Dunker Bottomn. .

That it is 2 general opinion, that the navigation on Patowmack may be extended to the moft
convenirnt point helow, or even <bove the mouth of S:ony river, from whence to fet off a road
to Cheat river; and this conference s fatished that that road, from the naturc of the country,
through wnich 1t may pafs whoily through Virginia and Maryland, will be much bettor tha
a road can be made at any reafonable expence trom Fort Cumberland to the Youghegany, which
mult be carricd par:ly through Pennfylvania._ - .

That i- is the opinion of this conference, that if the navigati
ried 1o zbout t-¢ mouth of Stony river, a coWimunication wit
; road from thence extended even to the Monongahela, would be
5 to that by a road from Fott Cumberland to Tu key-Foot, the ther way pre€ticable, and
in any great degree uleiul. I'hat the communication by a road IMym Fore Cumberiani to the
prefent navigabie part of the Youghegany, and thence through that” r, thouch in the opinion
of this con.ecence a {zcond ooje€t only, wosld facilitate the intercourfe with a very refpedlable
number of weitern fettlers, contribute much to their convenicnce and accommodation, znd that
the benchts refulting therefrom 10 thefe tlates would compenfate the expence of improving that
road. ' -

This conference therefore reccommend, that the legiflatures of Virginia and Marylandgppoint
fxilful perfons to view and accurately examine and furvey Patowmack from Fort Cumb r¥andto
the mouth of Stony river and the river Chvat, from about the Dunker Botrom to the piefent
navigabie part thereot, and if they judge the navigation can te extended to a converient diffance
above Fo-t Cumcerland, that they irom thence furvey, lay off, and mark, a road to the Cheat
river, or continue the fame to the nav.g:tion, as they may think will moft effediu.’ly eftablith
the communication between the faid eaitern and weftern waters ; and that the faid road becut
and cleared not lefs thurn eighty feet, and properly improved and maintained in repais rot lefs
thap forty nor more than fifty feet wide, at the joint expence of both {tates ; and your cot~
ferrees beg leave to recommend, that each ftate appropriate three thoufand three hundred and
thirty-three and one third dollars for the purpofle ; and thig conference are further of opiniods
thar the ‘tores of Virginia and Maryland requeft permiffion of the flate of Penn{ylvania to 12y out
and impiove aroad through fuch part of that ftate as may be neceflary, in the beft and moft pro-
per direlicn, from Fort Cumberland to the navigable part of the Youghegany, and on fuch per-
mifRon being obtained, that propcrvper(ons be appointed to furvey, mark, clear, and Improve
fuch r-ad, at the equal expence of Virginia and Maryland. »

Which 2 € fudmited to the confideration of the legiflatures of Virginia and Maryland.

By order, TR, B LATIMER, dke

Which was read the firit and fecond time, concurred with, and leave given to bring in a bitl
puriuant thereto. ORrpERED, [hat Mr. Cadwalader, Mr. Chafe, Mr. De Butts, Mr, Digges
M. Key, Mr. G, Scott, 2nd ai. Jofeph Dafhicll, bea committee to prepare and biiegin the i‘zhr-/lle-

L

Patowmack fhoull be car-
weflern waters, tirougha
erable in moft points of view




