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given them for that purpofe by tke naval-officer, without fubje&ling the goods fo refhipped vo
any duties tmpofed by this itate for its {eparate emolument, and if any duties have been paid,
thar the {ame ought 10 be repaid to the importer, the mafters of fuch veflels, and the 1mparter
or owner of the goods {o refhipped, firft giving their bond, with fufficient fecurity, to the navale
cfficer, that the faid goods fhall not be relanded in any part of this ftate,” and previoufly fatisfy~
ing the {aid naval-officer for the fees due, and that the faid goods were legally imported.

That the conferrees are unanimoufly vf opinion, (hat the introduction of chambers of com~
merce, for the {peedy decifion of controveriies arifing between our civzens and foreiguers trading
to this ftate, would be highly advantseous 10 commierce, by removing thote delays, waich tn-
als a7 common law and in the court of equity are liable to. Howecver, notwithftsuding the uti-
Ly of fuch chambeors, the conferrecs conceive, that they cannot be introcuced into th.s ftate, as
baing contrary o the declaration of rights, without purfuing the mode chalked ocut by the con-
ftitution when #ny aiteration thereof is intended. i

Tre conferrees beg leave to oblerve, that the delays in recovering debts by the ordinary pro-
cels of law, are unfavourable to commerce in general, and pecubiarly opprefve with refpect to
forzigners ; how far it may be judged advifable tu quicken legal proceedings, of futjeét with the
confent of the parties all mercantile difputes even between cltizens to the decifion of chanmibers of
commerce, is fubmitted to the wildom of the legiflature. 1'he conferrces tuke the liberty to fug-
ge't, that in their opimoen fuch a fpeedy mode of trial would deter many of ol improvident ci-
Gizens from the too frgquent and pernicious prectice of involving thumfelves in debt, to ‘h: utiua
ruin of their families, to which practice the prefint {yftem of law, at leaft the adminiiration
of juftice, gives too much encouragement. -

Tour vonterrees know of no law authorifing naval officers to detain the clearances or other do-
cumenss of veilels ; fuch ufage, they apprehend, bas been introduced for mutual convenience,
2! to fecuse the payment ot the dutics; yet asit 1s reprefented by the chevalier d’Aumours to
be contrary to the practice of thofe nations among which his Moit Chriftian Maj-fty maintains
‘ccnfuls, the conferrees are of opinion, that it would be prudent in this inftance 10 contorm o
the ufage and cultom of other commercial nations, and to permit the documents belonging to
the veileis of his Moft Chriftian Majefty to be lodged with his conful or deputy confuls, 1o be
delivered to the mafters of fuch vefleis by him or his deputies, on his or their receiving a certi-
ficate from the naval officer, that the fees of office; and that the dutics impofed by this‘ftate for
its feparate emolumenty have been duly paid. -

By a letter from the chevalier d’Anmours, and a certificate from his Excellency the chevalier
de 12 Luzerne, communicated by his Excellency the Governor to the conferrees, it appears that
fome wines imported for the ufe of his Excellency the French minifter’s houfhol, have paid
duties amounting to {.16 10 From the certificate above mentioned it alfo appears, that all
articles imported for the ufe and confumption of the minifter of the United States to the court of

Terfailles, are exempted from all duties ; and the conferrees conceive, that the fame exemptions
fhould be granted to the minifters of France and all foreign minifters, and that the general af-
fembly thould requeft the governor and council to direét the naval officer to repay the duties
coliected on the wines imported by Meffieurs Montbos and Latil, for the ufe of the minifter of
France, amounting, as above mentioned, to the fum of £.16 10.

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

By order, Ww. H. M‘PHERSON, clk.
W hich was read, ) -

A petition from fundry inhabitants of Somerfet county, praying an at muy pafs for building
a bricge near Salifbury, \n Somerfet county, where the bridge formerly ftood, was prefened
and resd, and referred to Mr. Jackfon, Mr. Scott, and Mr. Polk, to confider and repo:t thereon.

A petition from {undry ‘nhabitants of Somerfet county, fetting forth, that it would concuce
much to the eafe and convenience of the inhabitants of faid county to have a new road laig out
by the following metes and bounds, viz. Beginning at Half Moon bridge, on Bear Swamp ro<d,
and thence running through the woods till it comes on the lines between Nehemiah King and
the heir of William Mitchell, and thence acrofs Trading Branch, on the land of David Wilfon,
adjacent to the lines of Jefle King, thence into the road leading from Zerobabel King's w0
Princefs-Anne-town, as the diftance would be very fhort to the road as it now leads ; and pray-
ing an act may pafs for the purpofe atorefaid 3 was preferred and read.

The petition irom Gabriel Duvall, and others, and the counter petition thereto, werc re-
ferred to Mr. Courley, Mr. Scott, and Mr. Kent, to confider and report thereon. -

“Mpr. Shriver brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An act to enable the com-
miffioners of Baltimore-town to open and widen Hanover-lane in the faid town;g which was read
the firit time and ordered to lie on the table. .

Mr. Scote delivers to Mr. Speakar.a bill, entitled, An a& to appoint a truftee to take care of
the perfon and property of George Shipley, fenior, who is infane ; which was read the fii ft time
and ordered to lic on the table. . _ :

“The




