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rtiter info‘rmati n relative to the tranfa&ions in the intendant’s office, he begs leave tof

rcfle::) :h‘;u;mt:;ourablc thcqgcneral affembly to the feveral books and papers laid before them with °
this report ; he is very fenfible that it does not comprehend all the duties enjoined him by the a&
paficd laft feffion- refpe@ing finance ; but he hopes when the honourable the general aflembly will
be pleafed to confider, that the books in the auditor’s office have not been ‘balanced fince May
1778, and that not an article charged in the day-book has been pofted fince the firk day of Oc-
tober 1782, and that the treafurer of the caftern fhore bas not made any returns of receipts and
ayments fince laft feffion ; and alfo, that the intendants’s and his affiftant’s time for four months
paft has been greatly engroffed in fettling the officers and {oldiers accounts, and diftributing five

ths pay among them ; that allowances will be made. :
menthe pay among T DAN. or St. Tao. JENIFER,

o Intendant of the revenue.
Which was read. ‘ .

The fupplement to the bill for the benefit of Mrs. Rebecca Hanfon and Mifs Cathetine Dula-
ny, was ‘read the fecond time and paffed. Sent to the fenate by Mr. De Butts and Mr. Max«

well. ) .
Mr. Courfey, from the committee, bringd in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:

By the COMMITTEE appointed to examine into and report on the petition of Dodor
William Baker,

Y O UR committee beg leave to report to the honourable houfc, that they have enquired into
the fa&s fet forth in the faid petition, and find them to be true.

Your committee further report, that by an a& which pafled in November fefyon, in the year
1781, the holders of fpecie certificates granted by the ftate, were allowed to catry in their certi-
ficates, and to receive the bills of credit of the laft emiflion for the principal and intereft which
had become due thereon ; that many perfons availed themfelves of this privilege ; but the bills of
¢rédit then in the treafury-being infufficient to pay off and difcharge the whoie of the faid certifi-
cates, others were deprived of this advantsge, and could not derive the leaft benefit from a fub-
fequent regulation of the general affembly, declaring that the fsid bilis of credit fhould be re-
ceived at par with fpecie for the confifcated property that had been fold.

Your committee further report, that the f{aid certificatcs were granted for money lent, goods

"and other property fold and feized under a&ls then in force, whereby this {tate made confiderable
exertions, and afforded extraordinary aid in carrying on the late war,

Your committee further report, that the bills of credit of the laft emiffion "now in circulation,
for the redemption of which the faid property purchafed by the faii Doctor Baker, with other
property of very great valye, was fold, does not amount to the fum of twenty thoufand pounds,
and that your committee have good reafon to believe, that a fum of money is now due in_the

" faid bills of credit, from the feveral colle&ors, which far exceeds the faid fum of twenty thou-
fand pounds. S :

Your committee beg leave to obferve, that fuch is the great fcarcity of fpecie, that it is with
difficulty the good people can procure what is fuflicient to pay their afleflments; and your com-
mittee are fully convinced, that if the property of. the purchafers of Britifh property is =xecuted
and fold, it will not produce one fourth part of its real and intrinfic value, wbereby great op-
preflion will enfue, and many good and honeft men, with their families, will be involved in in-
extricable ruin. :

Your committee are of opinion, that under all circumftances difclofed, it would be highly in-
equitable, and repugnant to the plaineft principles of juftice and found policy, and deftrutive of
the reviving credit of the ftate, not to allow the purchafers of confifcated Britifh property to dif-
count debts due them from the ftatc, and that the petitioner, Doctor Baker, will fuffer in a par-
ticular manner, owing to an unbounded confidence in the faith of the ftate, if he is debarred of
a right common in tranfactions and dealings betwcen man and man, the right of fetting off one
debt againft another, founded on the principle of preventing a multiplicity of fuits, wherchy
much expence and trouble is faved to both parties, and juftice well and {peedily adminiftered.

Your committee beg leave to report, that it is their opinion, that the petitianer thould be al-
lowed to difcount the d=bts due him from the ftate, ia difcharge and {atisfaction ot the bonds
given by him to the ftate, for the confifcated Britifh property purchafed by him. All which is
fubmitted to the honourable houle.

By order W. H. MPHERSON, clk.
Which was read. : d ’ ¢

Mr. Quynn, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the {ollowirg report:
i By the COMMITTEE of ELections and PRIVILEGEs. '

Y OUR eommittee beg leave to report, That by the certificate of the fheriff of Kent county \,33
it appears, that Mr. Peregrine Lethrbury, Ml’-LWilliam Stevenfon, Mr. Robert Maxwell, and -
\ : ) : Mr.




