22 VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, NovemBEr 1y83.

- On motion, OrpeRED, That the petitiogs and counter petitions relative to the removal of
the court-houfe in Montgomery cougty, be taken into confideration on Tuefday the fecond day
of December next, and that they be heard by counfel if they choofe, and _that fummonfes ifflue
for any witnefles that may be applied for. ’ N

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning 9 o’clock.

T H U R 8§ D A Y, November 20, 1783.

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members 4s on yefterday. The proceedings of yefter-
day were read. Mr. William Hopper, a délegate returned for Caroline county, appeared,
and after qualifying in the mode prefcribed by the conftitution and form of government, took
his feat in the houfe. . :
The order of the day is poftponed till to-morrow morning.
Mr. Key, from ths committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

T H E committee to whom was referred the petition of fundry inhabitants of Saint Mary’s
county, beg leave to report, that after ¢onfidering the fame, are of opinion, that the prayer of
the petitioners fhould be granted. Al which i3 fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

) o By order, : . A. GOLDER, ckk.
Which was read.

Mr. Hammohd, from the committee, delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An act for the
relief of John Galloway, of Baltimore county ; which was read the firft time and ordered to lie
on the table. ‘

The bill for the relief of Jofeph Crefap, of Wathington county, was read the fecond time
and pafled.

The bill for the relief of John Gallowzy,; of Baltimore cqunty, was read the fecond time by
efpecid order and pafled. . ' '

Mr. Hall, from the committee, delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& to raife the
fupplies for the year feventeen hyndred and eighty-tour; which was read the firft time and or-
dered to lie on the table. ' ‘

Mr. M*Mechen, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr, Speaker the following
report

Bythe COMMITTE E to whom the memorizl of Thomaz Ruileli, on behalf of his bro-
ther, William Ruffell, of Great-Britain, was referred. _

Y O UR committee beg leave to inform the honourable houfe, ti:at they have enquired into
~ the fa&s fet forth in the faid memorial, and do find, from authentic teftimonials of pgrfons of
diftinguifhed charadters and unqueftionable attachment to the freedom and independence of the
United States of America, that the faid William Ruflcll, during the late conteft with Great-
Britaip, has been a warm, zealous and a@ive friend of, and advocate for, America, and in va-
rious inftances exerted his influence, and contributed his money freely, for the relief of Ameri-
can prifoners, whereby the rigours of captivity have been foftened, and the lives of many pre-
ferved. That it alfo appears to your committee, that the Americans confined in Forton gaol
were refcued from the jaws of death and every fpecies of wretchednefs by his liberal benefa&tions,
and that befides this relief, fo amply and generoufly afforded, he fupplied 150 flannel waiftcoats,
100 pair of fhoes, 40 {uits of fecond handed cloaths, with a variety of other articles, to other
American prifoners, whofe aflitions were equally great and numerous. That your committee
are of opinion, that the faid William Ruffell is well entitled to the benefit of the exception con-
tained in the a@ paffed O&ober feffion 1780, for the confifcation of Britifh property, for that
the faid William Ruffell has, by the ftrongeft and moft unequivocal alts, manifefted his attach-
ment to this and the other United States. Your committee are alfo of opinion, that the faid’
William Ruflell ought not to be prejudiced by his omitting to make application in perfon to the
legiflature within the time limited by the faid a&, becaufe the general aflembly, in May feflion
1781, by alaw then made in confequence of the memorial of the faid Thomas Ruflell, ftating
the right and claim of the faid William Ruflcll, dire&ed that bonds to the amount of one eighth
part of the eleven twelfth parts of the property of the Principio company, ordered to be fold,
fhould be fet apart in the treafury, fubjeét to their future difpofition ; from whence your com-
mittee have reafon to believe the faid Thomas Ruffell was led to. infer, that it was the intention
of the general affembly, that the faid William Ruflell thould receive the faid bonds-or an equi-
valent, if it appeared to them he was within the faid exception, and that application by his faid
brother in perfon was unneceffary, and that mo difadvantage would refult from fuch omifiion.
Your committee beg leave further to report, that it is their opinion, that the faid William Ruf-
fell fhould receive in bonds what fhall appear fo be his proportionable part of the clear amount

of



