8 VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, Novemser 1783.

R EM A R K S

The auditor begs leave to remark generally upon thele inftru&ions, that in order to comply
with the requifitions therein contained, it will be neceflary to begin anew with the accounts and
papers of the fate, for the following reafons : Becaufe the account againft the United States is
general, and contains no particular difcrimination of departments ; the papers from which the fe-
veral charges are made, containing in moft inflances articles properly chargeable under feveral
diftin@ heads. Becaufe the amount of cach, is in pounds, fhillings and pence, which agreea-
bly to thefe inftru&ions muit be rendered in dollars and ninetieth” parts. And, becaufe in the
prefent general ftatement of the accounts of Maryland, it will be impoflible to compare them
with thole the commiffioner is direfted to raife.

The auditor thinks, a general account may be raifed, in which the charges that come under
the diftin@ heads mentioned, will appear in columns ruled for that purpofe. This accouat will
comprife in a fummary way, the dates, names “and fums, in pounds, fhillings and pence, as
now charged, in the firft three columns; from which, fums taken agreeably to the nature of the
charges will be carried to other columns on the right, and placed under their proper heads, in
dollars and ninetieth parts, as required. By this means the new account will eafily be checked
by the old ones now upon the ftate books, and alfo be made to correfpond with thofe which the
commiflioner will ere&. This mode, though troublefome, he thinks will take up lefs time, and
will be more concife and accurate, than any other he can at prefent think of. In the inveftiga-

tion of this bufinefs, a thorough examination of the old accounts may be made, errors correted,
—and delinquencies found out, in every department.

Extra& from the inftru@ions of John Peirce, Efq; commiflioner for fettling the arrearages due
to the officers and foldiers of the continental army.

¢ You will take care alfo to carry to the debit of the feveral accounts, all advances cither of

money or property made by the feveral ftates, or from the public departments. I fhall apply te

the feveral ftates to tranfmit you accounts of their advances, and you will be pleafed to call on

all the public officers in the [everal departments, for the fame purpofe, in virtue of this your

appointment.” 7
Signed, ROBERT MORRIS;
R EM A R K &

With refpec to this article, it is neceffary to inform the horouratle houfe, that in order ef-
feQually and accurately to carry the requifition of . the paymafter-general into execution, it will
be neceflary that a new account be railed for every ofticer of the Maryland line; into which
every article of charge by the ftate, and every credit which they appear to be entitled to, may
be fhewn at one view. This will enable the ftate to make its charges againft the United States
and the officers free from error and oblcurity. At prefent, to fettle an account with an officer,
it is neceffary to recur to five or fix ditfcrent books of accounts,

The auditor begs leave to report alfo, that in confequence of the a& dire&ing him to adjuft
the accounts of individuals, having claims againft confifcated property, feveral open accounts
have been prefented, of very old dates, fome of which have articles of credit without price,
The auditor has put off the liquidation of thefe, until he fhall have the direétion of the legifla-
ture upon the fubje&t. He thinks fome of thofe in his poflefion are much too general; but if
it is the fenfe of the legiflature that he fhould pafs them, upon their being proved according to

law, and the calculations and caftings examined, he will proceed ; but he begs leave to obferve, .

that where running accounts of con iderable ftanding are prefented, the prefumption is, that the
parties difagreed about the fettlement of them. When bonds or judgments obtained in the
courts of juftice have been prefented, they have been regularly paffed.

Several officers who ferved in the flying camp in 1776, and afterwards in the Maryland line,
and who refigned in the yedr 1778, have applied for a fettlement of the depreciation upon
their pay; but as the law of the ftate exprefles the term of fervice to entitle them to it fhall be
two years in the continental fervice, the auditor has poftponed iffuing certificates until the ho-
nourable affembly may dire@, that the time they ferved in the flying camp is to be confidered as
part of the two years {ervice.

Enclofed is an abftrad of the depreciation certificates iffued to this day, amounting to two
hundred and fourteen thoufand one hundred and ninety-five pounds feventeen fhillings and fix-

nce. ‘ :

The fhort time in which T have alted as auditor, and the conftant employment I have been
engaged in, render it out of my power to give a full and general report upon the bufinefs of the
office. I therefore hope, the honourable houfe will make fuch allowance for defets, as my
particular circumftances require. I have the honour to be, &c. .

Annapolis, November 17, 1783 CHRISTOPHER RICHMOND.
W hich was read. B .

Mr. Quynn, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following repo;;:

‘



