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Mr. Kent, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An
a& to record and make valid a deed of bargain and fale, executed by James Raley, and Benja-
min Newnham and Mary his wite, to John Moore, of Queen-Anne’s county 3 which was read
the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

The houle adjourns till Monday morning g o’clock.

M O N D A Y, November 17, 1783.

HE bhoufe met. Prefent the fame members as on Saturday, except Mr. Dunn and Mr,
Hindman. The proceedings of Saturday were read. Mr. John Stevenfon, a delegate
returned for Baltimore county, appeared, and after qualifying in the mode prefcribed by the
“conftitution and form of government, took his feat in the houfe.
M;r. Ware, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:

T HE committee to whom was referred the petitions of fundry inhabitants of Charles coun-
ty, beg leave to report, that they have duly confidered them, and believe the facts tet forth in
the faid petitions are true, and that a great number of them, together with their fecuritics and
families, will be entirely ruined if not relieved by the legiflature.

Your committee further beg leave to report, that in their opinion the petitioners ought to be
relieved, by allowing them to difcharge their contra@s with any certificates iflucd by this ftate,
at par, and that they thould be indulged with a farther time of payment.

A!l which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

By order, : Ww. H. M‘PHERSON, clk.

Which was read. .

Mr. Oneale, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report:

T HE committee to whom was refeired the ptition of Gerard Haiben, in behalf of himfelf
and brothers, Elias and William, of Montgomery county, beg leave to report, that the falts
therein contained are truly ftated; and your committecare clearly of opinion, the want of another
witnefs to the faid will was folely owing to the writer, as fet fortl in {aid petition, and that the
intention of vefting the lands in faid wil to the petitioner and his brothers, Elias and William,
ought not to be fruftrated by a defect of formality. Your committee do therefore recommend,
that a law fhould pafs, making valid the will of the faid James Harben, in the fame manner, to
a)1 intents and purpofes, as though the fame had been fubfcribed by three witnefles.  All which
is {ubmitted to the honourable houfe. “

By order, A. GOLDER, clk,

\Which was read. . _
Mr. Carroll brings in and delivers to M. Spaker the foliowing report from the auditor:

To the honourable the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of MARYLAND.

T H E deranged ftate of the public accounts in the auditor’s office, renders it abfolutely ne-
ceffary that the following report be made to the honourable houfe of affembly, by the perfon
now a&ing as auditor-general of Maryland. He finds, upon looking over the books, that
the accounts pafled in that office fince September, 1782, are not pofted up in the general ac-
count book. This defe&, he fuppofes, may have been occafioned by the encreafe of bufinefs
in the office, fuch as fettling the officers and foldiers accounts for depreciation of pay, which
was formerly done by commiflioners, and by the liquidation of loan-office certificates,- The
firft of thefe duties now takes up the whole of the auditor’s time, and is indeed fafter prefled
‘upon him than it can be executed to the fatisfaétion of thofe who apply. The other bufinefs
{ufficiently takes up the labour and attention of the deputy, {o that the urgent bafinefs of pre-
paring the accounts for the commiflioner for fettling the' continental claims of the ftate, and the
commiffioner for fettling with the officers and foldiers of the army, cannot by them be attended
to. Both the commiflioners are waiting for the neceflary papers, which cannot by this office
be prepared, without the auditor is allowed the affiftance of fome clerks for that purpofe. He
has extra&ed from the inftructions of the commiflioners the following parts, upon which he has
ventured to make a few obfervations, which are {ubmitted to the honourable houfe, -and he

doubts not they will take fuch order therein as the nature and urgency of the cafes require.
Annapolis, November, 1783. . , CHRIS. RICHMOND.

Extra& from the inftructions of Mr. Nourfe, commiffioner for fettling the continental account
with the ftate of Maryland.

i, Y O U will receive herewith a fet of books, in which are to be recorded, in a fair and
regular manner, all accounts and fettlements by you made. Thefe books are ruled with double
fets of columns—in the firft of which will be inferted the nominal fum in doliars and nineticth
parts of a dollar—and in the fecond, the fpecic value of cach fum, s&ccording to the dates, in

dollars



