VOTES aip PROCEEDINGS, Arxry, 1985, %

Tegilter of the land-offick for the eaftern fhore, to affe® a trad of land ;C?n‘?d Addmon,iﬁci
'i:%‘%g;dfb; ;cen compounded on, was preferred and read, and referred to Mr. Motris, Mr
‘Shaw, and Mr. Quynn, to confider and report thereon.

Mr. Shaw declivers to Mr. Speaker the fo lowing report :1

"~ 'To the honourable HOUSE of D ELEGATES of the State of ‘eriAnﬂ.Aw'pf.ﬂ -
'\ THE auditor- eneral, who holds h_is office under thc fole appoingqxc_n; of your bonoj.’trxt‘g”
) ozeflandaby a rc%ol-vcdth’c'iedf datcdf t-t‘;e gﬂ of March 1778, begs leave to report to your hoe
' ‘ : ition of the faid office. C
no’t;_ ;:l;:}‘:;: ::gif‘;’,’fd,?g .;i,_";ointcd‘to this important truft in April 1778, and continued‘t:h__er}fil
until Auguft 1779, dyring which period he ufed every exertion in his _power ‘to get the public
accounts properly fettled, and very few debtors to the ftate, who ftood charged with any canfi-
;dcrﬂblé.fum of money, remained unfolicited to come to a fettlement, Some complicd, n?hxlg
others requefted further time to prepare their accounts, and othersdeclared that they bad renz
Sered accounts to the council of fafety, or the preceding board of accounts, In fome mﬂ’;pc,ﬁi
thofe accounrs were found, and where they were properly authenticated, were credited oh th
‘auditor’s books ; but in many cafes, neither. accounts, vouchers, or any thing clfe, could be
found to juftify giving credir, although the debtors repeatedly declared that they had rendc;cg!

uch accounts. The auditor was thereforc obliged to let fuch balances ftand in the {ame manner
that he found them. Great part of the goods charged on the books kept by Mr. Charles W?f‘
Jace Howard and Mr. John Bullen his fucceffor, ]formerlljy keepers of the flate’s fhore, remain
Anpriced, and, as moft of them are to be charged to the United States, the auditor’s booké can-
Mot be fetled until this is done, and thofe goods brought to account. The audjtor appliéd. to
‘Mr. Howard before he left Maryland, in order to know the rcafon'wt?y the faid goods were not
. Ppriced, and was informed,. that the council of fafety had ordered him (Mr, Howard) not to
Price any of the articles charged until he received their inftrutions for that purpofe. Moft of
Shole gbodg being imported at the rifk of this ftatc, the council of fa.'fctjr romifed to fetcle the
advance ﬁrxcc at which the faid goods ought to be charged to the Unite  Dtates, This was ne-
ver Jdbné, and thofe books remain in the fame unfctch ﬁa'te at this day, _Cg_}oncl jFOTICR fue-
ceeded the prefent auditor in Auguf.i 1779> and coptinged in office until {omc' time io the month
of January 31781, during which period a board of commiffioners were appointed by law 1o fettle
‘and ftate the public accounts; and |t'd0€5 not appear that th‘ls board d; any thlqg decifive. Ohn
the ceafing of their powers, every thing rcﬁ‘)c&n}g the public accounts was again left with the
auditor, . Part of this board had fet about nine months, and had not forwarded the auditor’s bu-
finefs in the lcaft degree, but rather put it backward, The prefent auditor came again ioto of-
fice in the beginning of February 1781, foon after the diffolution of the board aforefaid. Your
bhonours muft be convinced, that it hath been 1mpoﬂib.lc for the auditor and his deputy, in two
years and about four months, tp fettle accounts, and adjuft certificates to the amount of upwards
of two millions of pounds (he thinks that he fpeaks within bounds) 4nd at the fame time bring
forward the old bufinefs, for which others had been fpecially appointed, and ¢ither could not or
would not do it.  Your honours will pleafe to underttand, that in the above fum of two mil-
Jdions and upwards, all kinds of money is included, and that it is more trouble to fertle a conti-
mental nionicy account and reduce it into fpecie, than to fetue an original fpecle account, The
¥ed money books (the law for emitting that money having obliged the auditor 1o keep a feparate
fet of books tor that emifhon) are ready for balancing at a moment's warning, all, excepting the

caftern fhore treafurer’s account. In May 1782 the comaittee of claims made 3 fettlement with -

that gentleman, which account has never been handgd to ti}e auditor, and although he has made
all poflible enquiry, he has not been able to procure Ity which prevents his balancing that ac~
count in a proper manner, \ hile public money was in the treafury, to pay off all orders drawn
on demand, the auditor’s and-treafurer’s books generally agreed, and balances were catily flruck
between them,  Since the fcarcity of money has taken place, many orders have been drawn op
the treafurer, and by the ‘refolve -aforefaid appointing an auditor and defining his duty, he is
obliged to enter fuch orders on his books immediately on counterfigning them, where the ea
appears as if the mon-y was aQually paid, and the auditor has good reafon to believe that feveral
fuch orders, for upwards of cight months paft, are not paid off at this day. This caufes a difa~
greement in the accounts between the auditor’s office and treafury, and it is impoflible to balance
the auditor’s books fo as to give a true ftate of payments, without great trouble in altering every
entry where the money has not been paid, which caufes an unavoidable delay. .
There is at this time more bufinefs to do in the auditor’s office than any two men can accom-
Plith in many months, «nd though by the refolve aforefaid appointing an auditor, he may em-
ploy as many clerks s he thinks neceffary, yet he muft pay them out of his own falary, and it
muft be evident to your honours, that his falary will not admir of his difpofing of any part of it
in that way, . The prefent deputy auditor, wio was in the office when the prefeat auditor came
%0 it the fecond tune, hal been continued in his place ; the auditor being fully Tatisfied o: bis dé-
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