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W@TES AND PROCEEDINGS, APRIL, tx78’3. It

POST MERIDTIE M

. The houfe met., Mr. John Barnes, a delegate returned for Wathington county, appeareds
and after qualifying in the ufual manner took his feat in the houfe,

Mr. Kent, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entiled, An
a& toexplain and amend an a& for the fale of certain confifcated Britith property ; which was
read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table, -

~John Smith, Efq; from the fenate, -delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An aQ refpe@ing
the tonnage of veflels, cndorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, May 22, 1783: Read the firft time and er-
¢¢ dered to lie on the table. :

S . <« Byorder, - J. DORSEY, clk.
¢ By the fenate, May 23, 1783: Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs,

‘ ¢« By order, J. DORSEY, clk.”

- Mr. Ford appeared in the houfe. S

The order of the day being read, the houfe proceeded to take the fame into confideration, and
~ after hearing -counfel on both fidcs, relative to the fubjedt matter of the petitions of doQor E-
phraim Howard, and others, and the counter petitions of R-uben Meriwether, and others, re-
fpecting a road ffom faid Howard’s tilting forge  to Elk-Ridge Landing, the queftion was put,
That the prayer of faid petitioners be granted ! Refolved in the affirmative, and leave given to
bring in a bill for laying out a road leading from doctor Ephraim Howard’s tilting forge in the
upper parts of Elk-Ridge, to interfec the public road leading to Elk-Ridge Landing, by Wil-
liam Hoobs's dwelling plantation in Anne-Arundel county.

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning ¢ o’clock.
§ AT UR D A Y, Mayay 1783.

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr, Edwards. The
proceedings of veterday were read. Mr. S. Worthington has leave of abfence.

The bill refpe@ing the tonnage of veflels, was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the
The haule took into confidera‘ion the report of the committee to whom was referred the letter
from the mayor of the city of Annapolis, enclofing the proccedings of the corporation of the faid
city, and thercupon came to the following refolutions :

ResoLvep, 1ft, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houfe, that the honour, dignity,
and welfare, of the United States, require that their reprefentatives thould have a fixed and per-
manent place of refidence, with jurildiflion and authority over ail inhabitants and refidents
within the diftri& or territory affigned for, the reception of cong-efs and their officers, and the
minifters of kingdoms and ftates in amity or alliance with the United States,

REesorLvep, 2dly, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houfe, that the city of Annapolis,
with its precinls, is the moft eligible and proper place, within the United States, for the per-
manent refidence of the honouranle congrefs, for the following reafons : FicR, The city of
Annapolis is more- central than any other City or town in the federal ftates, and equally conve-
nient to the delegates to trave! there by -land or water. Scconcﬂy, 1 he city ftanding within
three miles of the bay of Chefapeake, and on a large navigable river, with a high, dry foil,
and many fprings of excellent water, is remarkably heaithy, Thirdly, The bay of Chefapeake
and rivers falling into it, will afford fafe and capa.ious barbours for fAeets of thips of any fize
and force, and difpatches may be conveyed or received with great facility to or from Europe,
or any other part of the world. And laitly, The city is very capable of detence, with a fmall
force, againft numbers, there being only cighteen feet water within tive miles thereof, and twa
Yarge creeks running one on each fide, and headirg above the faid city within a quartes of &
mile of each other, and the ground in and near the city we'l calculated for works of defence.

ResoLvED, 3dly, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houfe, that the general affembly
(the corporation and citizens of Annapolis having fignified their confent) offer the faid city with
its precinéts to the honourable congrefs, for their permanent refidence, and to inveft that body
with fuch jurifdi@ion, authority, and power within the fame, and over the inhzbitants and re-
fidents thereof, as may be required by congrefs, as neceffary for the honour, dignity, conve-
nience, and fafety, of that body. v , .

REsoLVED, 4thly, That it is the unanimous opinion of this houfe, that the general aflembly
prefent the ftade- houfe and public circle in the city of Annapolis (exclufive of the fchool-houfe
angd court-houfe of Anne- Arundel county, and loan-office, ftanding on the faid circle) to the
honourable congrefs, for their ufe. '

REsoLvep, sthly, That it is the unanimous opinion of this boufe, that the general affembly
prefent to congrefs the buildings and ground in the f{4id city, appropriated for the refidence of
the governar of this flate, for the habitation of their prefident,
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RiscLvED,



