1z VOTES Ao PROCEEDINGS, Arrrr, 1785
: POST MERIDIE M,
The houfe met. » o

On the fecond reading the bill for the adjournment of civil caufes ruled for trial, &c. the

queftion was put, That the faid bill do pafs? The yeas and nays being called for by Mr. Oneale
appeared as follow : L _
A FFIRMATIVE

4 Key, Kirkman, Miller, Courfey, Morris, Keene, |

& Stone, Brevard, Rowlaund, Chafe, Taylor, . M-+Mechen.
= Jackfon, '
NEGATTI V E.
« Bond, Chew, .~ Hindman,  Duckett, Holland, Stull,
5 B. Worthiagton, Reynolds Roberts, Magruder, Shriver, Burgefs,
S N.Worthington, Weems, Gibfon, Kent, Ogle, Griflith,
s Brogden, Wilkinfon, Shaw, Quynn, Duvall, Onecale,

Fitzhogh, Ridgely, Job, Dennis,. . Norris, Edwards.
.| 8o it was determined in the negative.

Sent to the fenate by Mr, Oneale and Mr. Edwards, =
Mr. Stone, from the commuttee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :
T HE comunittee appointed to confider and report on the petidion of corge Dent, of Charles
county, have cxamined into the fals in fupport thereof, and find they are truly flated as to the
deftru&ion of his property by the enemy. A large elegant dwelling houfe and out houfes thereto
annexzd, alaige quantity of provifions, furniture, and utenfils belonging to him, were burnt
and totally deftroyed, whereby he has fuffered great inconveniences, and a very heavy lofs.
Your committee therctore think he ought to be relieved.  Your committec beg leave to fuggeft
the propriety of fufpending his taxes on propsrty to double the amount of the value of the pro-
perty defiroved for the prefent year. Your committee confider it their duty to explain to the
bonourabl houfe the reafons upon which they grounded their opinion. The a&ing principles of
every focial compad® relts upon the foundation of mutual protcClion and defence. This is the
implied agreement in every free ftate. In our republic the idea is exprefled, and forms the bafis
of government; for in the dgclar?tu)n of .rights, in the fisft feé}xon., we find the fO”OWing ex-
prefions : That government of right originates from the people, is founded in compact only,
and inftituted folely for the good of the whole. Our conftitution and form of government has
the fame object in view; and our laws have, and ever ought to carry the principle into execu-
tion, having refpe@ to the original focial contra&, and the rights of citizens, bearing equal
burthens to reciprocal advantages. A&ing by this honeft rule of condu®, America has attained
her withes ; to this glorious event we all contributed, and the perfon whofe property is deftroyed
affifted to prote&t and give freedJom to him who has remained in fr{ety; fortune has placed a ci-
Yizen in fuch a fituation, that the government has not protected him; the very condition upon
which he paid taxes and affifted the ftate has not been complied‘with, becaufe he has borne bur-
thens without receiving an equivalent in return.  Ycur committee appichend, that one of the
main reafons tor the confifcation of Britith property was, to reimburfe thofe who fuffered by the
wanton depredations of the ensmy ; and in that law there is held out an’ engagement to repair
the lofles of tuch fufferers ; this inference we draw, by adverting to the words of the a& nfelf.
‘The people of Maryland have fuffered but little from the immediate calamities of war, and there-
forc the lefs of a citizen who has particularly fuffered may the more eafily be repaired ; humanity
calls upon the legiflature to relieve them, If thofe who have not been defpoiled of their valuable
property, and the means of turning it to the beft advantage, find the taxes burthenfome and dif-
ficult to pay, what will men feel, whofe houfes, furniture, neceflary utenfils, the means of fuf-
tenance, are at once involved in ruin, and become an heap of rubbith? Turned out of doors,
and deprived at one ftroke of every comfort of life,"and while they feetheir country at Jarge
elated with the happinefs of the times, they will compare their own imisfortunes with the profpe-
rity of others.  Your cummittee believe they will complain loudly and juftly, and this will have
_an injurious confequence ; for if ever America fhould have the misfortune of another war, thofe
who a'e immedia:cly expofed to the power of the enemy, will with difficulty be brought to enter
hea-tily into a controverfy, which will prove their certain ruin; if the public does not protect
the fubject, or compenf{ite his lofles, each man will take care of himfelf, inftead of his bending
his efforts for the common fafety. Your committee, upon the whole, think that juftice, huma-
nity, the leaoging principles of our government, and found policy, declare in favour of granting
M. Dent fuch reiief and reimburfement, as may be confiftent with his fuffcrings and the circum-
ftances of the ftate. All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe. , ‘
By order, A. GOLDER, clk.
Which was rea’, -
Mr. Stone has leave of abfence for three days.
' The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.
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