VOTE'S AND "PROCEEDINGS, APRIL, 1783,

March 1783—proclamation by congrefs for a general ceflution of hoftilities ; Jetter from R. Mor-
ris of the 22d of February, with refolutions of congrefs of the r2th, 17th, and 18th of Februe
ary—letter from the fame of the 27th of February, appointing J. Nourfe commiffoncr-leteef
from the fame of the 25th of March, with a copy of a letter of the 17th to congrefs, and two
letters from B. Franklin of the 14th and 23d of December, enclofing a letter of the 15th of
March—-a letter from the fame of the 2¢:h ot March, with an ordinance of cotigrefs of the 4th
of March, and an order recalling all cruifers<letter from the fame of the 7th of April, with a
ftate of receipts and expenditures 1781 and 1782-—letter from William Jackfon, afliftant fecre~
tary at war, 8th of April—an order of congrefs of the 4th of April, fulpending furtber enfiffe
ments—three letters of the 14th of O&ober, 25th of November, and 14th of December, 1782,
propofals and letters from Mr. Ridley and Mefli-urs Staphorfts, with J. Adams cert. two agree:
ments between the fame, of the 3ift of July 1782, and a letter of the 2d of Augutt from Van
Staphorfts—a letter from William Hemfley, Efq; of the 24th of Aptil—and the following meflage !

- : Annapolis, May 6, 1783.
Ix - € O U N C I L.

GENTLEMEN, - , ‘ '
W E have the honour to lay before you feveral letters and papers from the fuperintendent of
the finances, the fecretary for forcign affairs, Mr. Ridlcy in France, and the houfe of Nicholas
and Jacob Van Staphorft, which require your attention “and confideration. We have alfo the
honour of communicating the preliniinary articles of peace between Great-Britain and America 3
alfo a proclamation by congrefs, announcing the ratification and cxchange of the preliminary ar<
ticles of peace by Great-Britain, France, and Spain, and a general ceflation of hoRilities by all
the belligerent powers.  After a long and dreadful war, after.confli@s and trials unecxampled int
the hiftory of mankind, it is with heart. felt fatisfa@inh that we now fee our fufferings and la=
dours crowned with fuccefs, and the independence of America eftablifhed on the fureft founda=
tion. On an event (o interefting and important, and fo glorioufly atchieved by the valour and
Ppatriotifm of pur cititicns, we.beg leave ro offer you our warmeft congratulations. _—
Whether at fo early a period of the pacificatica, i may 8¢ proper ro preceed on the bufinefs
of thestreaty,  we will not prefume to fay ; but we ars fully pertuaded, thrat whenever the-fubjel
is taken up, it will be confidered with the moft fcrious attention ; and that your meffurer-will
be dictated by the mott enlightencd policy, and diftinguifhed by a firm refolution to Mmaintaig &
fair national charalter, - :. - L : :

- The patient fufferings of our army at different ftages of the war, cheir patriotic exertions and
gallant atchievements under every circumftance of difficulty and danger, give them an uaquef-
tionable claim to every public fiotice and regard ; and when it is confide ed how much we are
indebted to them for the liberty and indepcndence of America, the principles of ghatitude and
Juttice caqnot fail to produce the moft fpeedy and animated efforts to make them a generous cotis-

nfation for their great atid important fervices, S

The public creditors of every clafs are entitled to your carlieft notice. It is a bumiliating
truth, that in this glorious conteft for the deareft rights of mankind, our national chara@er hss
been fullied by repeated violations of the public faith., We fatter ourfelves; that the madmp
of this feffion will be honourably diftinguithed, by a zealous attention to public
and demonftrate that it is your fixed determination to reftore to government its beft refopree, the
eonfidence of the people, . : ] '

'gt is with concern we are obliged to fpeak of the wants and demands of government. By the
a& of November fefion 1781, to raife the fupplics for 1782, the whole fpccific tax was appro-
priated, in the firt inftance, for the payment of one year's intereft on adjufted certificates; and
by the fame aét a large fum of moncy. was appropriated for neceffitous creditors, to be raifed
the fale of fpecifics then on hand. By an a& of O&ober feffion 1778, the orphans courts are dj-
reQted to-provide for difabled foldjers by draughts on the treafury, and by a refolve of coy:ﬁ,
foldiers unfit for duty, difcharged from the fervice, are entitled to five dollars per month for life,
in lieu of rations and all ofhet demands. By a refolution pafled at the clofe of the laft feffion,
fpecifics were ordered to be fold to pay off the arrearages of the barge equipment, amounting
nearly to twelve hundred pounds ; and by an a& of the fame fefion, the civil lift was dire@ed to
be paid off in quarcerly payments. Great and prefling as thefe demands are, the whole amount
of monics lodged in the tteafury for upwards of fix months aft, to be applied inéi&hz;;g' '
.them, do not exceed five hundred pounids; and we humbly {‘;hmit to the confideration of the
.general aflembly, whether it would not more become thie juftice; honour, apd dignity of go-
wvernment, to direét an immediate (ale of fpecifics on hand, and with the monies pay the gublic
demands, shan to retain, merely in hopes of a rifing market, a large quantity of wheat, and up-
" -wards of one thcufand hogtheads of tobacco, when, in the mean time, the demzads of

. ent are ;m_complicd with, ghg public claims unpaid, cteditors difappointed, chagrined, and
¢very day obliged to fultain addiiional wrong and injury ; the folemn engagements of the legifis-
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