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= Plowden, N.V‘g-_grthington, Caafin, = - Job, _Ként, Beatty, %
5 Cadwalader, B. Worthington, Howard, ~~ Miller, ) Wright, Taylor, ..~
W Llcyd, Brogden, S. Worthington, Bowie, _Seney, Norris; ~
St‘,rclvenfon, Chew, Hindman, Duckett, Courfey, = '~ Wilfon, =
‘Tilden, ' : : S v
, N EGATIV E , ' S ' |
» Forreft, "~ Jenifer; * Hawkins, # Duvall, ~ Sprigg, ~ Bayly, <
Y Ihomas, sStone, Chale, M‘Mechen, = Bargefs, - Oneale. F
= Hall, Ridgely, - Quynn, : \
So it was refolved in the affirmative. el #
The bill being read throughout, the que{’tion was put, That the faid bill do pafs ! De‘tei“m"ivn'éd | k

in the negative, '

Charies Carroll; of Carrollton, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill rcl'at':xi:ngf' R
to cofts in criminal cafes, with the followiig meffage: - Co

By tue SEN A TE, Janvary 10, 1782, R
GENTLEMEN, ‘ . o C ‘ , Co .
T H1IS houfe has agreed to all the amendments propofed by you to the bill relating to cofts in - 4
criminal cafes, except that which {ubje&ts the party acquited by a jury to payment of cofts upon
an entry of the court, that there was probable caule for the profecution ; to this we cannot’ ac- d

cedc, becaufe we conceive it may be attended with more injurious confequences to the party
accufed and acquited, than he is fubject to by the law as it now {tands, as it expofes him to the
hazard of an examination, by which his reputation may be deftroyed, though he is acquited by
his peers of the crime laid to his charge; and we are apprehenfive this fecond trial may not al-
ways be made without prepoffeffion and prejudice. A trial by jury is the only criterion knownr .
in our law to fix the guilt and innocence of the party accufed, and we are not inclined to fubje&t

it to a revifion by the court, fo as in any manner to affe& the party acquiied ; there may be in-
ftances, where the party acculed, though acquited by the jury, is thought guilty by the court -
and byeftanders ; but thefe inftances are rare, and gven when they happen we are inclined to
think, that'the verdi& of men fworn to try the truth of the fact, and whofe particular duty it is to
attend to and weigh every circumftance, will mote generally be found to be right, than the opi-
nion of others, who are not fo particularly engaged to attend to the evidence; and even fhould
afew cafes happen where the jury may be miftaken, yet we do not think this a fufficient reafon
for a regulation under which any innocent perfon may be ftigmatifed. We. beg leave further to

-
.

fuggeft, that there may be probable caufe for a profecution, and yet the party accufed be per-
fectly innocent of the crime charged ; the perfons who inftituted fuch profecution may be ac-
quainted with but part of the cafe, from which, without knowing the other circumftances, there _
may be a probable caufe of profecution ; and yet when the fa& with all its circumftances is exa-
mined, and the whole evidence heard, the party accufed is found to be altogether innocent. We
wifh you to confider the obje&ions to your propofed amendment, and if they are {atisfaltory,
that you may recede from it and pafs the bill ; whereby we fhall take from our {yftem of laws,
a principle which is efteemed unjuft by all men of fentiment and humanity, without fettering
the alteration, by a power, in the exercife of which injury may be done. o |

" By order,  J. MACCUBBIN, clk.-
Which was read. :

The fupplement to the adt to raile the fupplies for the year {eventeen hundred and eighty—twd,
was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. I2

The bill to repeal part of the a& for calling out of circulation the quota of this ftate of the
bills of credit iffued by congrefs, &c. was read the fecond time, and the queftion put, That tlie
fard bill be committed for amendments ! Determined in the negative. ~ ~
The queftion was then put, That the faid bill do pafs? The yeas and nays being called for
by Mr. 5. Worthington appeared as follow : -

A FFIRMATTIWVE.

' Porreft, Tilden, Howard, Hindman, Courfey, M<Mechen, .
& Cadwalader,  B. Worthington, §. Worthington, Kent, Beatty, Wilfon.
SLlO}'d, . ' - . . ‘ .
. ) : N EGATTI V E. - o ”
«» Thomas, ~ Brogden, Ridgely, Duckett, Duvall, ‘ Burgefs, .
5 Plowden, Chew, Job, Wright, . Taylor, Griffith, .
& Stevenfon, Caufin, Miller, Seney, Norris, ‘Bayly, * B
= N. Worthington, Jenifer, Bowie, Chafe, Sprigg, Oneale.
Hall, Stone, Hawkins, Quynn, T

* So it was determined in the negative. o
The houfe adjourns till to:morrow morning 10 o’clock.

Q. | Fri. .



