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wellern territory as uniuﬁ,’alld‘jnjurious to thc.gmeral welfare 3 our fentiments on this point are

ot in the leaft alteréd, and we are not without hope, that fubfequent events have confirmed in
part our predictions, and now begin o difcover, when perhaps too late, that what were once

- coplidired as partial benefits and panidl ftrength, have becomc general cvils and unive fal weak-

nels. Pcsrfuadifd that a difpofition- in this ftate to yield to.and gratry the defires of our fifter

fiates, in completing the confederation, will improve the {piric of complisnce and modergtion i

others, dreading the cfFe@s of the diflolution of the prefent happy union in cafe ot peace, and
defirous that all hopes“of the common enemy, and of their partitans amongft us, may be totally
deftroyed of ever fecing thefe ftates reduced under the yoke of Ureat-Bricun, 1rom the want of
a permanent and indilloluble union betwe:n them, having grounds to Belicve that our acceflion
to the confederaticn will be =cceprable to our illuftrious ally, give fatisfaction to his Catholic
Majefty, and prebably be the means of negotiating loans in Europe, all thefe morives combind,
and co-operatigg with the prefent critical fituation of public credit, and the prefling exigency . of
our affairs, have induced us to adopt the meafure. ‘ S
We are of opinion, that public credit would be greatly ftrengthened, if foreign loans could be
btained ; without fuch refources, or 2 foreign fubfidy, we arc apprehenfive weie ftates cannot
profecute the war with vigour; we inftru& you, therefore; to urge this matter.in congreis, par=
ticularly to enforce the neceflity of a fubfidy trom France or Spaimn, or from both thof: powers.
The independence of thele ftates, in the fame proportion that it will weaken the ftrengtn of
Great-Britain and diminith her trade, will raife the commerce and maiitime power of France and
Spain. . Our caule is their caufe, = v e | T
We have underftood, that the minifter of his Caholic Mjefty has intimated to the minifter
of the United Staté® at Maurid, the ftrong defire of his mafter to pofic(s che ¢xclulive navigation
of the Mifliflippi ; though we do not wifh to preclude that freedom of decifion, which ought to
refult from a full confideration of the fubjelt, yet, as you may be defirous to know the {epti=
ments of the legiflature on this queftion, 1t may be proper to inform you, that we «re willing
you fhould gratity the wifh of his Catholic Majefty in this particular, not doubting that a ceffion
fo important may induce that monarch. to afford us powerful affiftinte, - R
Convinced that there wiil be no fability in any paper money, whillt the old emiflions conti-
nue in circulation, we have agreed to call in the quota of this ftate by exchange; and have efta-
blifhed an ample fund for the redemption of the new bills 3 and you are to contribute all in your
power to the views ot congrefs of fpeedily calling ‘" the old emiffions, on which meafure we ap-
prehend the vigorous exertions of the States much depend. o

You are firenuoufly to move congrefs toan immediate removal of the Britifh convention troops,

i

now at Frederick-town, more northward ; they were received there at firft, becaufe th.re was

no other place in this {tate fo far from the water where they could be covered, un.'er an expecta-
¢ion that they would have been foon exchanged ; that in the mean time they would have been
under their old guard, and that the meat provifion for them would have been fupplied in part by
Virginia; though difappointed in every circum{tance, we fhould not have urged their removal
for our convenience only, but.our frrength and farety fo much depend on thz meafure, that the
conventioners cannot be ieft with us, ' E

1t will be impothble to convey fupplies of provifion from this ftate to the fouthern army, un-
lefs the navigation of Chefapeake-bay s better fecured ; the 1eiources of this {tate and Virginia
are not equal to the fecuring this navigation ; we fear the whole farce of the United States is in=
adequate to the purpofe, we therefore wifh that congrefs would reprefent ‘this matter in the mofk
forctble manner to the inifter of France, and urge the propriety, indeed the neceffity, of a poft
‘being taken and fortified, and a firong fleet ftationed within our capes, to cruife occafionally on

the coaft. . Your knowledge of the importance of the trade carried through this bay, and of the
many advantages which would refult to France and the United States from proteéling the com=
merct and agricuiture of Maryland and Virginia, and the convenience of the ftation for inter-
“cepting the enemy’s communication between New-York and South-Carolina and Georgia, 1en-
ders it needlefs for us to adduce arguments in proof of the utility or neceflity of the meafure.
‘Judging from our knowlcdge of the ability and refources of this ftate to raife men and money,
and the bef information we can acquire of the numbers, abilities, and refources, of the others,
_we cannot but be of opinion we are greatly over-rated, and therefore inftrué@ you to move in
congrefs, ‘that the quota of this {tate in men‘and money may be leflened. 5
~ The trequent actions our troops have been engaged in thinned our line, and the late difal<
" trous battle near Camden has added confiderably to their former loffes. 1t'is not in the power
of this ftate to fill up the vacancies occ.fioned by fuch untoward events ; we think that the defi-
_ciency inbthe army of the confederated ftates, occafioned by ficknefs and the fword during a cam-

paig, pught to be divided among the feveral ftates, in proportion to the original quotas @(ﬁgned

_to each.. Unlefs {fuch.a rule be adopted, it may happen, that one ftate may be cales upon to

* raife a.double proportignof men, to fill up for the lofles of the preceding campaign, T he ine-

. quality of fuch a rule’is evident, and, if perfilted iy, may occafion the officeis, tender o the
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