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have had bis unrigged veflel taken away or deftroyed, we apprehend, muft be proper or ivhpros

per, according as the provifion in favour of thofe who may already have had their other properéy-4-
taken away or deftroyed is proper or improper, they both appear to us to be: proper, and ftand=

ing on the fame reafon ; if indeed, the owner of an unrigged veflel, or any other property, taken
away or deftroyed, has been guilty of any tault or.negligence, which occafioned it, he ought.to
be diftinguithed for that reafon, but we believe, generally fpeaking, the atcachment and adtis
vity of individuals in favour of the revolution and our caufe, have marked them out to our ene- *
mies as objeCls of their revenge, and ought, as ftrongly, to mark them out to this ftate as friends
worthy of protettion and favour. _ - :

The very great importance ot this bill to our finances, with a view to encourage our citizens
to a determined and obftinate refiftance, and'to fhew that men in their own condué lay down
the rule of their indemnification for their loffes, have ftrongly imprefled us with the neceflity of
its paffing, we have therefore returned you the bill, in hopes it may mecet with your affirmative,

Which was read and agreed to, and fent to the fenate, with the bill to feize, confifcate, and
appropriate all Britifh property within this ftate, by Mr. Clagett and Mr. Hindman. ;
'I’he houfe adjourns till half after 3 o’clock.

P OS T M ERTITIDTIZE M.
The houfe met.

Mr. Norris, from the committee, brings in and dclivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An

& for the building a gaol for the fafe keeping of the difaffected and prifoners of war; which “
was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order and pafled. Sent to the fenate by Mr, Wil
mer and Mr. Shaw. , -

The engrofled bills No. 38, 39, 40, and 41, were f{everally read and affented to,. and fent to
the fenate, with the paper bills thereof, by Mr. Norris and Mr. Job,

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning half after g o’clock.
' ‘ :

W E DN E S& A Y, Januay 31, 1781

T H E houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday. The proceedings of yefter~

day were read. :
Mr. W, Stevenfon, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the follow-
ing report : -
H E committee appointed to confider the reprefentation of the governor and council, rea
fpeing the artillery companies belonging to this ftate, in the fervice of the United States, be
leave to report, that it appears, by the return of captain Brown, there are 45 non-commiﬁione%
officers and privates of his company now in Baltimore-town, and that there are 12 privates an-
nexed to the Virginia regiment, fubjeét to be recalled. : , :

Your committee are alfo informed, that captain Dorfey’s company confifts of 36 non-com=
miffioned officers and privates, and the late captain Gale’s company of 39 non-commiffioned of~"
ficers and privatés, now with the fouthern army, and that there are 13 commiffioned officers be~
longing to faid companies. : ' | .

Your committee are induced to think there is a  well grounded apprehenfron, that the non-
eommiffioned officers and privates of the three Maryland companies are intended to be incorpo=
rated into the Virginia regiment, and the officers of faid companies left without command.

Your commitiee are of opinion, that if fuch arrangement fhould take place, it would be daing
manifeft injuftice to the merit of your brave officers, who have emineptly diftinguifhgd them-
felves in the fervice of their country, and would be Qghly*injurious to the intereft of this ftate.

Your committee are therefore of opinion, that this {tate ought to keep up four companies of
artillery, -to be commanded by a major and other officers, who are to take rank agreeable to the
date of their commiffions, to ferve in the army of the United States as a part of the quota of
ttoops of this ftate in the continental ferviee ; and as feveral officers will be wanting to complete
faid companies, your committee are of opinion, that after the officers now belonging to faid
rompanies are provided for as aforefaid, a preference fhould be given to fuche of the fupernu-
merary officers as may apply, to fill up the vacancies. '

Your committee are informed, that men may be readily enlifted to fill up faid corps, which
would facilitate the means of having our quota of troops in the field ; and in order to induce men:

more readily to enter into the fervice, your committee are of opinion, that the fame ‘bounties

fhould be given to the non-commiffioned officers and privates of faid companies, as are given ‘to
the officers and privates belonging to this ftate in the continental (ervice.
All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

By order, o G. RANKEN, clk.
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